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VAEENCIAICY CELERY, 


CLEARANCE SALE ON 


We’ve got more bikes in stock & 
ready to ride than any shop in SF! 


Road Bikes 


Mountain Bikes 


TUNE UP SPECIAL 
20% OFF PARTS! 


SPECIALIZED 
TREK. 
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ELECTRA BICYCLE COMPANY ® 


VALENCIAVCYCEERY, 


valenciacyclery.com 
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BACK IN THE GROOVE 


After anine-year hiatus, 

Erase Errata returns (with 
longer songs!) to fight the city's 
“douchebag element.” 

By Emma Silvers 
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LETTERS 


DON’T OVER EAT 


Cannabis edibles do carry dan- 
gers: The writers states: “But the most im- 
portant number here is zero. That’s how 
many people have died from cannabis con- 
sumption in recorded history.’ Really? 'm 
sure he also knows countless toddlers are 
inadvertently consuming marijuana edibles 
and being sent to the ER [“The Trouble 
With Edibles: Is Edible Cannabis Too 
Strong for Safety, or Much Weaker Than 
Advertised?” Chris Roberts, Chem Tales, 
1/15]. Just because someone can't easily 
overdose on marijuana doesn’t mean it’s 
not dangerous. According to his logic, can 
one overdose on tobacco? No. But is to- 
bacco detrimental to someone’s health? I 
think he can answer that question. Hello 


BLOG COMMENTS 
OF THE WEEK 


How to end up on a penny-far- 
thing: BART’s held up, Uber is gouging, 
Muni is packed, and he’s got to be at work in 
20 minutes [“Guy Seen Riding a Penny-Far- 
thing Down Market Street Like It’s No Big 
Deal,” Erin Sherbert, the Snitch, 1/16]. 
Then his eyes drift over to his roommate's 
Burning Man thing. Fuckit. Omar U. 


Marijuana needs to come off the 
Schedule | list stat: I normally have 
the greatest respect for Senator Feinstein 
[“Marijuana Legalization’s Biggest Foe Lives 
in San Francisco,” Chris Roberts, the Snitch, 
1/15]. Unfortunately, with respect to mari- 
juana, she’s incredibly wrong. Like most 
Americans, I strongly support the complete 
and total legalization of marijuana. But asa 
scientist with a strong interest in cancer re- 
search, I feel even more strongly about the 
critical importance of taking marijuana off 
of Schedule I immediately, so that every 
American who needs it for medical pur- 
poses, especially cancer patients, can have 
safe, legal, and affordable access to it. 
Scientist 


BIG MARIJUANA NEWS 


The Bay Area's drought of news on mari- 
juana legalization and the booming bil- 
lion-dollar California cannabis industry is 
over. This month, San Francisco Media 
Company is launching SF Evergreen, a 
stand-alone monthly magazine dedicated 
to all things marijuana and marijuana-re- 
lated (which is a lot of things). Look for SF 
Evergreen where you find SF Weekly and 
the San Francisco Examiner starting Jan. 
26 — and tell us what you think! 


CORRECTION 


A calendar item about Christy Chan’s art 
installation “Who's Coming to Save You?” 
[The Calendar, 1/8] contained some inac- 
curacies. Chan did not write to the KKK 
for a school assignment. Chan’s story has 
appeared at Porchlight and on NPR's Snap 
Judgment. Alyssa Chin will not appear in 
the film. SF Weekly regrets the errors. 
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“BART's held up, 
Uber is gouging, | 
Muni is packed, | 

and he's got to 

be at work in 20 
minutes. Then his 
eyes drift over to 
his roommate's 
Burning Man thing." 


OMAR U. COMMENTING ON 

“GUY SEEN RIDING A PENNY- 
FARTHING DOWN MARKET STREET 
LIKE IT’S NO BIG DEAL" 


CANNABIS CRITIC 
SOUGHT 


SF Evergreen, the stand-alone can- 
nabis industry magazine published 
by the San Francisco Media Com- 
pany, is seeking a part-time mari- 
juana critic. Candidates must 
possess proof of a valid medical 
marijuana recommendation. The 
ideal candidate will have knowledge 
of terpenes and THC-A and be able 
to convey the smell, taste, and feel 
of top-shelf flowers and wax to a 
wide audience. Expense account 
available. E-mail info@sfevergreen. 
com for information. 





Photo of the week from 
SFWEEKLY SLIDESHOW: 





Richard Haick 
No Pants BART Ride 2015 


LETTERS POLICY 
We welcome letters to the editor via mail, email, 
or fax. Letters may be edited for length and 
clarity, and must include your name, address, 
and daytime phone number (for confirmation 
only). We prefer letters intended for publication 
to be 250 to 350 words in length. 
MAIL: Letters, SF Weekly 

835 Market Street, Suite 550 

San Francisco, CA 94103 
Fax: ///-1839 
Email: letters@sfweekly.com 
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Do You Have Involuntary 
Body Movements? 


lf you have been treated for Schizophrenia, 

Schizoaffective disorder, or certain stomach 

problems and are now experiencing 

involuntary body movements, you may 

have Tardive Dyskinesia (TD). PRP has 

opportunities to participate in a clinical 

research study testing an investigational 

medication to treat Tardive Dyskinesia, 

Qualified participants receive study related medical care and 
investigational study medication at no cost and may receive 
compensation for time and travel. 
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Ci SUCKA FREE CITY 


Stolen Bases 





A teenager's complaint that a big-league ballclub filched his work reveals an uneven playing field. 


By Joe Eskenazi 
The Oakland Athletics this 


offseason have seemingly ap- 
plied their statistics-driven, 
Moneyball approach to systemat- 
ically alienating their fan base. 
One erstwhile fan was par- 
ticularly incensed, however. 
After what he describes 
as an unsatisfying 
back-and-forth with 
the team, 16-year- 
old Ryan Frigo 
mass-emailed a 
lamentation to 
members of 
the media 
claiming 
the Major 
League 
ballclub 
ripped off the 
“StOAKed” logo 
he’s been selling 
on shirts and ap- 
parel for several 
years via his com- . 
pany, Stoaked. y 
Articles ap- G, | 
peared. That 
helped: Frigo got a 
phone call from Ken 
Pries, a team vice president. Pries 
released a statement to the media 
revealing a paltry 126 Oakland A’s 
“Stoaked” shirts were sold cele- 
brating the team’s abortive 2014 
postseason run; shirt manufacturer 
Majestic did its due diligence on 
trademark protection; and “as a 
gesture of good will” no more shirts 
will be sold, and unsold shirts will be 
destroyed. 





Pries tells SF Weekly the A’s won't 
use this logo again. And he'd like to 
have a face-to-face chat with Frigo, 
because he seems like an interesting 
kid: “T’d like to meet him.” 

So, all’s well. But not really: Half 
a dozen trademark attorneys told 
us that, legally, the A’s were in the 
clear. Conceivably, the team could 
have overtly acknowledged it was ap- 
propriating established work from a 
smaller entity — in writing, even — 
and still been on solid legal ground. 





















The terrible publicity of 
being perceived as stealing 
from a child, however, is 
something separate and apart from 
any law. 

“The law,” explains University of 
Southern California professor Dan 
Klerman, “does not protect people 
who make up cool words.” Trademark 
law is about consumer confusion. So, 
in order to prevail on a trademark 
claim, Frigo would have had to pro- 
cure an attorney who would, in turn, 


procure a pollster who would then 


need to demonstrate that Oaklanders 


believed “Stoaked” A’s shirts were 


actually connected to the small com- 


pany run by a teenager. 


Also, Major League Baseball 
employs Major 
League attor- 
neys. That’s 
what a 

Hayward 

compa- 
ny that 
produces 
tourist fleeces 
found out. In 2011, 
GoGo Sports sued the 
San Francisco Giants over 
its script “San Francisco” 
logo, which the team had 
never formally trade- 
marked. A countersuit 
followed, and, last year, 
a federal district court 
sided with the Giants, 
plunking GoGo with a legal 
beanball. 

In trademark law, especially, 
it’s good to be the king. In the mid- 
1990s Congress expanded the scope 
of the law to include “dilution.” This 
gives big companies (like profes- 
sional sports franchises) a tool most 
16-year-olds don’t have; they can 
claim interlopers are “diluting” their 
established, famous marks. 

There is some cold comfort for the 
little guy whose stuff is copied or sto- 
len by the big guy: “You do get free 
publicity,” says UC Hastings professor 
Ben Depoorter. “It could be the best 
thing that happens to you.” 





No-Fly 
Zone 


A city drone is grounded, 
then stolen. 


We can’t have nice 
things in this city. We buy a 
quadcopter-type drone worth 
$3,000 and equipped witha 
GoPro camera and, wouldn’t 
you know it, someone up and 
steals it. 

Lucky for San Francisco, 
however, it still has eight left. 
Why buy one when you can 
buy nine for six times the 
price? 

Recreation and Park De- 
partment officials confirmed 
to SF Weekly that, earlier 
this month, some unknown 
miscreant made off with the 
drone while it was being kept 
in a city vehicle at the depart- 
ment’s McLaren Lodge head- 
quarters on Stanyan Street. 

It may come as a surprise 
that the city even had drones 
to steal. This batch of nine 
was obtained last fall for 
$19,000 in the hope of, even- 
tually, using them as eyes in 
the sky to monitor the con- 
ditions of trees, parks, and 
other facilities. And yet, only 
one has been flown, just once: 
“Department Management 
has directed that the equip- 
ment not be further piloted 
until the City has developed 
policies and guidelines for 
their use,” writes a Rec and 
Park spokeswoman. 

Retrieving the purloined 
drone will be left to the San 
Francisco Police Department 
— which is, likely, envious of 
Rec and Park. 

It doesn’t have even a sin- 


gle drone to lose. JE 











Yellow Alert 


The city's lemon-harvesting 
program and alemon tree 
registry arenot onthe same 


page. 
Last month, SF Weekly re- 


ported on a little-known city program 
in which Department of Public Works 
employee Nancy Wong, in her spare 
time, is sent to people’s homes to col- 
lect their lemons. 

Wong has, in the past four years, 
picked about 4 tons of lemons. She 
delivers them to the San Francisco 
Food Bank where they are, for the 


most part, converted into many gal- 
lons of juice to nourish the city’s less 
fortunate. 

This bounteous harvest of lemons 
hails from only around 40 homes on 
Wong's route. There are, of course, 
plenty of other citrus trees just wait- 
ing to be harvested. In fact, there’s 
even a registry. 

Some 1,494 lemon trees are now 
registered on an interactive “Lemon 
Map” hosted by the JustOneTree. 
org, a nonprofit founded by ubiqui- 
tous urban forestry activist Isabel 
Wade. Yellow dots (naturally) mark 
each tree; individual addresses are 
no longer disclosed as, Wade says, 
registrants complained that invaders 


were showing up and helping them- 
selves to fruit. 

Fruit theft is not Wade’s goal. But 
fruit redistribution is. 

She estimates nobody in this city 
would need to buy a lemon grown 
outside San Francisco’s borders if 
we were to establish an orchard 
of 12,000 trees. This, of course, 
would eventually necessitate some 
organized system of divvying up 
many tons of lemons. 

Citywide lemon independence, 
then, would be quite a feat. First, 
we'd need to increase our lemon tree 
capacity severalfold, then we'd need 
to figure out a means of distributing 
a harvest that, as any owner of a 


lemon tree can tell you, never seems 
to cease. 

Planting 12,000 lemon trees, 
Wade assures us, isn’t just about the 
lemons. “It would be a demonstra- 
tion that our city can be self-reliant 
in something,” she says. “Once we 
do lemons, gosh, what else could we 
be self-sufficient in?” 

Greens, perhaps? Maybe pota- 
toes, “but I didn’t think that was a 
sexy crop campaign.” 

Incidentally, the city’s lemon 
program and the lemon registry are, 
oddly, not coordinated. A program 
in which workers are sent to collect 
lemons for distribution and a non- 
profit aiming to grow more lemons 


for distribution are not growing 
together. 

A vast influx of municipal 
lemons, finally, may force us to 
reconsider the role of the city’s 
heartiest fruit. Making lemonade 
isn’t exactly the thing to doina 
municipality that very nearly passed 
a tax on sugary beverages. Wade 
suggests drinking hot lemon juice, 
unsweetened, with a slice of ginger 
in it, which will “truly improve your 
health.” 

Whether this will entice us to 
grow lemons across large swaths of 
the city remains to be seen. And, in 
any event, San Francisco remains 


ginger-dependent. JE 








6 | JANUARY 22-28, 2015 | 


LETTERS NEWS 


COVER STORY THECALENDAR ARTS &CULTURE EAT MUSIC 


SFWEEKLY.COM 








ZONES, GRAY 





By Andrew Dalton 


On Feb. 7, 2014, 34-year-old 
Luther Smith allegedly sold an un- 
known amount of marijuana to an un- 
dercover officer of the California 
Department of Alcoholic Beverage Con- 
trol. The transaction took place inside 
Gestalt Haus, the 16th Street beer ’n’ 
brats bar where Smith worked as a 
doorman. He continued to sell for 
months to ABC undercover agents. An 
arrest wouldn't follow for nearly a year, 
while the ABC built its case against him 
and his employers. During that time 
Smith continued to work the door at 
Gestalt and several other bars in the 
city. In that time, pot laws continued to 
shift and Smith found himself in a legal 
gray area in which the severity of the 
crime varied depending on, simply, 
where he was standing. If he’d made the 
deal outside, the story could be very 
different. 

In 2006, the city’s Board of Su- 
pervisors decided adult marijuana 
offenses should be the police depart- 
ment’s lowest priority. Some eight 
years later, it seems unlikely that 
SFPD would have batted an eye at a 
weed deal happening inside a Mission 
bar, much less mounted a four-month 
undercover operation, as the ABC did, 
hitting the bar at least seven times to 
score from the bouncer. 

In fact, in early 2014, around 
the time the ABC was launching its 
campaign at Gestalt, the California 
Police Chiefs Association announced 
it had reversed its position on mari- 
juana and would support a statewide 
cannabis industry. (Provided the 
new industry followed its suggested 
regulations, of course). Even the U.S. 
Department of Justice, previously 
dogged in its crackdown of Bay Area 
medical marijuana collectives, has 
backed off after Congress defunded 
its efforts to snuff out medical pot. 
Which pretty much leaves the ABC 
as the only agency in town with the 
drive to keep cracking down on the 
city’s local weed dealers. And it will 
apparently do so the only way it can 
— by halting barroom pot deals. 

But a bust like the one at Gestalt 
could do more damage to the bar’s 
business than to any in-house deal- 
er’s. Despite the haze around local 
and state marijuana regulations and 
the near-legality of the Schedule I 
drug, Smith was unambiguously on 
the wrong side of the law here: Buy- 
ing, selling, transporting, or even 
giving away marijuana is illegal in 
California, with the obvious excep- 
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Watch Your Feet 


An undercover pot bust shuttered 
Gestalt Haus until February. 


tion of legally licensed dispensaries. 
Where the case gets gray again is that 
the punishment still varies widely 
from case to case. 

While the ABC made the arrest 
on Smith, the agency does not have 
the power to press criminal charges 
— that’s on the District Attorney’s 
Office. A spokesman for DA George 
Gascon tells SF Weekly that Smith 
has been charged with seven felony 
counts of transportation, sale, and 
giving away of marijuana. At his ar- 
raignment, Smith pleaded not guilty 
and he is not due back in court until 
March, but each count carries a pos- 
sible punishment ranging anywhere 
from diversionary probation to four 
years in prison. 

If hypothetical dealers had been 
busted dealing weed outside the bar 
— and the ABC’s jurisdiction — on 
16th Street, on the other hand, SFPD 
could slap them with a maximum 
$100 fine for the offense, provided 
said dealers were holding or moving 
an ounce or less of weed at the time. 
(Cross the ounce barrier and one 
may find themselves looking again at 
a much stiffer two-year prison sen- 
tence.) It’s not clear how much Smith 
had on him, but a smart street dealer 
might not cross that 1-ounce limit in 
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order to avoid the possibility of seri- 
ous jail time. 

The ABC does, however, have the 
power to suspend or revoke the bar’s 
type-41 beer and wine license, the 
largest source of revenue even for a 
place with killer vegan sausages. In 
this case, the ABC alleges the bar’s 
management was aware that Smith 
was selling weed in the same vicinity 
as their indoor bike rack and vintage 
pinball machines, which gives the 
agency justification to pause lucrative 
booze sales. The bar is afforded due 
process, of course, and licensed busi- 
nesses are given the opportunity to 
hire legal counsel and challenge the 
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Photographs by Andrew Dalton 


agency's findings in an administrative 
hearing, “just like a criminal court 
system,” California ABC spokesman 
John Carr tells SF Weekly via email. 

Administrative process accounts 
for the six-month period between the 
ABC’s final weed run to Gestalt and 
Smith’s arrest in November. For its 
part, the bar’s management accepted 
the suggested penalty of a 30-day 
suspension followed by two years of 
last-strike probation, during which 
another simple violation could shut- 
ter the bar for good. For now, at least, 
the bar sits empty. 


ADalton@SFWeekly.com 
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We Want to Be 
Your Cat’s 
Veterinarian 


Full service hospital 
offering the following: 


¢ Internal Medicine 
e Dentistry 
e Surgery 
¢ Boarding 
¢ Grooming 


FREE EXAM 
FOR NEW CLIENTS! 


1540 CALIFORNIA ST. 
415-776-6122 
M-F 7:30AM-6PM 
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1 WEEK FREE 
UNLIMITED 
CYCLING 
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FUN GROUP WORKOUTS 


BRING YOUR OWN BIKE 


MASSAGE 


901 Sansome Street 
San Francisco, CA 94111 
WW W.SHIFT-SF.COM 
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2-DAY LIFT TICKET 
$190 fF Free Nic 


You'll have two days to hit the mountain, double down at the 
casinos and party the night away. Heavenly is picking up the tab 
on your hotel room... whether you choose to sleep is up to you. 


Book by Feb. 13 at skiheavenly.com/stayfree or call 
1-800-HEAVENLY for your free night! 


Valid for Sunday-Thursday stays in February (excluding Feb. 15). Two-day lift ticket purchase required. 
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CALIFORNIA'S NEXT SENATOR AND GOVERNOR MUST RECKON WITH MARIJUANA LEGALIZATION. 


All Pot Is 
Political 


The world is changing around 
Sen. Dianne Feinstein, who is proving as 
immovable as a glacier. On Jan. 6, Cali- 
fornia’s senior U.S. senator sent official 
letters to Attorney General Eric Holder 
and Secretary of State John Kerry issu- 
ing a warning and demanding answers. 
America’s standing in the world is being 
eroded, she wrote, and the culprit is mar- 
ijuana legalization. 

A no-show in the international 
consensus on climate change, the U.S. 
is a proud leader on the global War on 
Drugs. And every time a U.S. state le- 
galizes recreational cannabis, Feinstein 
wrote, America is in further violation 
of United Nations drug control trea- 
ties. Since the Justice Department 
is choosing not to interfere with the 
states and the State Department is 
suggesting that the U.N. anti-drug 
treaties are subject to “flexible inter- 
pretation,” Holder and Kerry are lead- 
ing the Obama administration in mak- 
ing the mockery worse, the letters say. 

Feinstein and her co-signer on 
the letters, lowa Republican Chuck 
Grassley, gave Holder and Kerry until 
February to explain themselves. She 
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would be better off confronting herself 
about the reasons why she is clinging 
to a failed crusade. 

It could be argued that Feinstein, 
who serves as chairperson of the 
Senate’s Caucus on International 
Narcotics Control, is merely doing her 
job. But she’s also clearly following her 
deep-seated convictions. Feinstein, 
81, has always opposed marijuana 
legalization. And now, in prohibition’s 
twilight, she is “emerging as one of 
Washington’s toughest critics” on drug 
reform, the Los Angeles Times noted. 
Weed legalization’s most powerful po- 
litical opponent lives right here in San 
Francisco, the birthplace of legal weed 
in America. 

The problem for Feinstein is that 
she is indeed a glacier — and the cli- 
mate is rapidly and irreversibly chang- 
ing. Her hard line puts her at odds with 
at least two-thirds of her fellow San 
Franciscans, of whom 63.6 percent 
voted to legalize marijuana in 2010. 
Now, 58 percent of Americans want 
weed to be legal. If California goes to 
the polls in 2016 with a legalization 
initiative, as many expect, Feinstein 
will find herself at the head of an even 
smaller vocal minority. 

The question is how much her fel- 
low big-time Democrats will listen. 

She’s already lost Lt. Gov. Gavin 
Newsom’s support. Newsom, who last 
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week signaled his intention to run for 
governor in 2018, has been the state’s 
highest-placed cheerleader for legal 
cannabis. He’s championed the cause 
ever since voters in Washington and 
Colorado — where legalization won 
more votes than Barack Obama did 

in 2012 — made it clear that weed is 
a political winner. The weed question 
would not be Feinstein’s first dis- 
agreement with Newsom; Feinstein 
blamed Newsom for Kerry’s loss to 
George W. Bush in 2004, after the 
then-mayor made a national name for 
himself by legalizing gay marriage in 
San Francisco that year. And a flip-flop 
on the issue of marijuana is seemingly 
impossible. Newsom’s early adoption 
means the country’s richest state could 
have a pro-legalization governor as 
soon as 2019. Industry insiders say 
he’s counting on being able to use Big 
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Marijuana as an ATM when he makes 
a bid for the White House in 10 years. 
Sounds far-fetched — but so did legal- 
ized cannabis once upon a time. 

What’s more important in the 
short term is how Attorney General 
Kamala Harris, the early frontrunner 
for the junior senator seat soon to be 
vacated by Barbara Boxer, will answer 
the legalization question on the 
campaign trail. 

Because there will be no avoiding it. 

Harris’ evolution on the issue 
has been swift. Last August, Harris 
laughed off questions from reporters 
about her stance on marijuana. A few 
months later, with a second term as 
AG, she admitted to a Buzzfeed report- 
er that legalization is probably inevi- 
table — and just so that voters were 
clear, she has no “moral opposition” to 
adults using cannabis. 

Harris might be forced to talk about 
legalization, but she will by no means 
stride onto the Senate floor wearing a 
hemp suit. 
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Legalization is no longer a political 
liability, but it’s not an issue that can 
make a candidate, either, top Demo- 
cratic strategists say. 

Conventional political wisdom is 
that drug reform doesn’t even crack 
the top 10 of voters’ most pressing 
issues. In another only-in-California 
twist, the likeliest source for a rabidly 
pro-pot candidate to counter the San 
Francisco prohibitionist is the Repub- 
lican Party. California’s open primary 
system means all comers square off 
against each other in the June election. 
A fringe candidate could easily decide 
that the only way to get to the Novem- 
ber general election is to become the 
cannabis candidate, pin hopes ona 
youthful, active turnout, and hope for 
the best. 

In any event, the most important 
politician in 2016 will still be Fein- 
stein. If legalization’s opponents have 
the money, they will put California’s 
neo-Nancy Reagan on every television 
screen and billboard from San Diego 
to Crescent City as the poster child for 
prohibition. It will not be enough to 
convince California voters that mari- 
juana prohibition is a good idea, but it 
could make the issue thorny enough to 
rob it of an enthusiastic supporter on 
his or her way to a powerful job. 

Either way, Feinstein is fighting a 
losing battle. Harris and legalization 
opponents have had their last laugh at 
pot’s expense. This joke is at last over. 


CRoberts@SFWeekly.com 
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Advertising changes with the tides. 


At the dawn of the 20th cen- 
tury, the Los Angeles Times referred to Ly- 
man Stewart as “too well-known to need 
any introduction.” A lot’s changed since 
1902. 

Cars, however, still run on gas, and 
Stewart founded a little company called 
Union Oil, now known as Unocal. The 
hundreds of millions he earned from 
that gig went into his real passion: Prot- 
estant fundamentalism. Now, Stewart’s 
successors can more comfortably deny 
the existence of the prehistoric plants 
and animals whose mortal remains en- 
abled his fossil fuel empire — which, in 
turn, enabled them. 

So, there’s an introduction of sorts. 
That’s how Lyman Stewart — or really, 
the Lyman Stewart — became a San 
Francisco tourist attraction. And bill- 


board. 


A “private collector” with little de- 
sire for publicity recently gifted 1,182 im- 
ages of old San Francisco to the Western 
Neighborhoods Project, a history-minded 
city nonprofit. 

Those photos, which represent per- 
haps 1 percent of the collector’s stash, 
have been digitized and are available on 
the nonprofit’s website. And they are 
mesmerizing; hours can be lost studying 
lost years. 

A trove of photos like this lends per- 
manence to the city’s fleeting moments. 
And, yes, in the context of deep time 
everything is a fleeting moment. Non- 
existent buildings, vanished railway sys- 
tems, entire bygone neighborhoods of 
entirely bygone people: They’re all here. 
But so are the things that were ephem- 
eral even in the day. Like advertising. It’s 
everywhere. 

And so, when the Lyman Stewart oil 
tanker ran aground off Ocean Beach in 
1922, city hucksters wasted no time. A 
photo of its corroding hull reveals it was 
repurposed, with just some white paint, 
into an ad for beloved local company 
Mother’s Cakes & Cookies. (Mother’s 
is certainly more beloved than the local 
branch of the Ku Klux Klan, which also 
advertised on the wreck.) 

Scrawling ad copy on the side of a 
shipwreck isn’t the kind of thing youd 
do today. Nor is plastering the rotting 
carcass of a whale on Ocean Beach with 
pitches for coffee, crabs, and drinks, as 
locals did in a 1919 photo. 

This, reflects Western Neighbor- 
hoods Project founder Woody LaBounty, 
was a time before radio, TV, or podcasts. 
Going to see a shipwreck or a dead whale 
was the thing to do. This predated the 
concept of “highway beautification.” Or 
highways. 
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The city hadn't yet declared where 
you could and could not post ad copy, 
nor devised a means of extracting its 
pound of flesh on the transaction via 
permits, fees, and fines. You could slap 
down what you wanted where you want- 
ed to, so ads went where eyes went. 

And, sort of like today, all eyes were 
on a dead whale. 


In the era when putting copy on the 
side of a putrefying carcass wasn’t consid- 
ered bad messaging, salesmen wandered 
throughout the country, knocking on the 
doors of tenement- and barn-owners. 
What a deal they offered: They'd paint 
three sides of your building, gratis, if they 
could put an ad on the fourth. 
Bill-posting outfits in many cities 
were run by local theater-owners. Build- 
ing-owners were often compensated 
with trinkets or tickets to the circus. In 


Dead Whale 
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Western Neighborhoods Project/Courtesy of a private collector 


short, this was a very different time. 

But not quite as different as you'd 
think. 

Modern advertising was inadver- 
tently created by New York Herald 
publisher James Gordon Bennett in the 
mid-1800s, notes Duke University an- 
thropology professor William H. O’Barr, 
an advertising historian. In an era when 
people would come from miles around 
to see what washed up on the shore, 
reading ads was a pastime. Ads were 
news and Bennett put them on the front 
page (the London Times didn’t stop do- 
ing this until the late 1950s). 

You can see why these ads were so 
compelling: Dear Charles — Should such 
a trifle as a handy hat-brush sever true 
love? Come home to your ruffled LuLu. 
They were, in short, the clickbait of 
their day. On such foundations empires 
are built. 
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The guality goes in before the 
name goes on! 


Bennett declared that no ad could 
run in his paper twice. This gave rise 
to agents who'd wait in line at the 
newspaper office and drop off ad copy 
for harried advertisers. Sooner or later 
these people went into the business of 
writing the ads, too — and nine out of 
10 dentists agree the world was never 
the same. 

Papers of this era, then, looked 
like the cities they covered: They were 
cluttered with ad copy, down to the 
margins. Ads were everywhere. And no- 
body seemed to much mind. O’Barr has 
done plenty of research on the massive 
billboards that used to line the Hudson 
River at around the time Lyman Stew- 
art required no introduction. Boats 
sailed close and flashed their spotlights 


on the ads; people sat in deck chairs 
and read them intently. “Advertising 
was still new,” says O’Barr. “People were 
interested in it. It wasn’t ‘clutter.” 

Of course, this was in an era before 
“zoning.” And, unless living next to 
a rendering plant sounds appealing, 
you re probably in favor of zoning. 
But zoning also allowed speculators 
in cities across the nation to make 
out like bandits: By restricting certain 
activities and developments from the 
“good” part of town and driving them, 
exclusively, to the “bad” parts of town, 
they could goose the land values in 
both areas. 

Ads were relegated to the “bad” 
spots. By the time televisions were 
ubiquitous and city-dwellers were be- 
ing bombarded with ads in their own 
living rooms, the ubiquitous text and 
pictures surrounding San Franciscans 
of an earlier era was decried as a form 
of pollution. 

How odd, then, that those ads are 
the first things to draw our eye when 
we open an old newspaper or gaze at 
an old photo. Of a whale, even. 


The Lyman Stewart, incidentally, 
is still looming off the rocks of Ocean 
Beach. In 1938, 16 years after it ran 
aground, it was finally dynamited along 
with whatever ad copy adorned its rust- 
ing hull. When the tide is low enough, 
you can still see bits of its engines and 
other odds and ends the TNT missed. 

You aren't allowed to plaster ads 
on just anything these days. Five 
years ago, the city cracked down ona 
firm that glued fliers hyping a mafia 
videogame to city streets. Yesterday’s 
enterprising advertising strategy is 
today’s vandalism. 

And yet, per state law, it remains 
unlawful for a city to remove an illegal 
billboard if that billboard has been in 
place, even illegally, for five years or 
more. A 2009 state Senate bill that 
would have done away with this bi- 
zarre amnesty program was quashed 
by legislators who'd benefited heavily 
from the billboard industry (including 
billboards promoting their election 
and re-election). 

In the world of today, the medium 
is the message. And, quite often, it’s 
all rotten. 


Joe.Eskenazi@SFWeekly.com 


You can take Duke professor 
William H. O’Barr’s “Advertising 
and Society’ course, for free, on 
Coursera starting on Feb. 16: 
www.coursera.org/course/adsoc 
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By Emma Silvers 


Weird Al Yankovic, age 55, de- 
fies the rules of pop culture. His career in 
musical comedy now spans five decades; 
he’s won three Grammys and sold more 
than 12 million records. He counts Lady 
Gaga and George Lucas among his fans, 
and he’s feuded with Coolio. Last August 
his 14th studio album, Mandatory Fun, de- 
buted at No. 1 on the Billboard 200 chart, 
making it the first comedy album to top 
the list since 1963. It also had the best 
sales week for any comedy album since 
1994 (the last to wear this particular 
crown was The Beavis and Butt-head Experi- 
ence), in part due to a wildly popular video 
campaign in which the comedian released 
eight punchy, celebrity-laden music videos 
for the album over eight days. Nearly 40 
years after his particular brand of wacked- 
out, subtly subversive parody first got ra- 
dio airplay, Weird Al is on top of the world. 

It is worth noting, of course, that 
the music industry had a relatively aw- 
ful year, sales-wise — it’s not like there 
was a ton of competition. Still: There’s 
something sweetly reassuring about the 
way Weird Al parodies transcend pop 
culture’s fickle phases. No matter how 
drastically the zeitgeist might seem to 
shift, there’s always room for one (and 
only one: The culture can only support 
a single representative of arena-sized 
parody) gleefully irreverent guy with big 
curly hair and a larger-than-life persona 
changing the words in “Blurred Lines” 
to make a song about grammar and 
punctuation offenses. (“Word Crimes,” 
by the way, debuted in the Billboard Top 
40, putting Yankovic in a pretty exclu- 
sive club of people who have had Top 40 
singles in each of the last four decades. 
Club membership: Weird Al, Michael 
Jackson, Madonna.) 

It’s fitting, then — one could even 
say overdue — that Weird Al will be 
getting the star treatment at this year’s 
Sketchfest, with a “Tribute to Weird Al” 
night Feb. 6. Moderated by comedian/ 
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Seventeen days. 

That’s longer than the Olympic Games. And 
those are only every two years. Seen thataway, SF 
Sketchfest is a display of the peaks of human wit, 
endurance, heckle-resistance, laugh-slaloming, 
staged chummery, “yes, and”-ingness, nostalgia 













Nerdist CEO Chris Hardwick, the eve- 
ning will include performances by the 
comedy/folk duo Garfunkel & Oates, co- 
median Jonah Ray, and Hard ’n Phirm, 
the musical comedy duo made up of 
Chris Hardwick and Mike Phirman, as 
well as, of course, the Weird one himself, 
who we talked to by phone from L.A. a 
few weeks ago. 


SF Weekly: First, | should 
tell you that you are one of my 
first-ever concert memories. Age 
10 or 11. And then I saw you again 
last year and it was even better 
than | remembered. 

Weird Al: Wow, thank you! Where 
was that? 


The first was at the San Mateo 
County Fair, and last year was 
at the Marin County Fair. Both 
times, | was really struck by 
how physical your show is — the 
costume changes between every 
song, running around the stage 
and into the audience. How do 
you do that night after night? 

You know, it’s exhausting. (Laughs). 
It’s kind of a workout. When I’m on the 
road, I save up all my energy for the 
show. I do a lot of lying around, surfing 
the internet, watching satellite TV, 
trying to save my voice. Move my body 
as little as possible. It’s all about trying 
not to exert any energy at all ... and 
right now, leading up to this big world 
tour for Mandatory Fun, I’m just being 
at home as much as | can, doing do- 
mestic things, taking baby steps toward 
getting ready. 


The visual element of your 
show is so crucial. Has it always 
just been as important to you as 
the music? 

I think it’s always been an important 
element, but it’s definitely developed 
over the years. When I first started there 
wasn't a whole lot going on in terms of 
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Let them speak! 


under duress, voice-doing, and grit. This is where 
humor comes to restore itself, its players taking 
time out from their working lives to celebrate 
with one another, and with us. This year, we 
decided to let them speak for themselves, and to 
themselves. So in this issue — and the next two, 


BIGGER THAN JESUS’ 


Blame it on the 12-year-old inside all of us, but our love for the King of the Parody is stronger than ever. 


a multimedia show — the only single 
[had out was “Ricky,” [an I Love Lu- 
cy-themed parody of Toni Basil’s “Mick- 
ey] and we didn’t even have any female 
singers in the band. So when it came 
time to showcase our big hit single, we 
had to reel out a 16-millimeter thing 

to show the video. Then when “Eat It” 
came out, we did the Michael Jackson 
jacket, and we started doing more cos- 
tume changes; it started to be more of a 
real show. Now we have the LED screen. 
It’s definitely only gotten bigger. 


Since you mentioned Michael 
Jackson — he was a fan of yours, 
yeah? What does that even feel 
like? 

Yeah, Michael Jackson, from all 
evidence, seemed to be a fan. I only ran 
into him two or three times, but he al- 
ways made a point of saying how much 
he liked the parodies, how he loved the 
movie UHF. I think he would screen 
that in the movie theater at his ranch. 
He was a very sweet guy. It was always a 
little odd for me to talk to him; he defi- 
nitely seemed sort of — oh, I probably 
shouldn't say alien, but truly larger than 
life, not of this world. 


You've been working in music 
since the '70s, and you seem 
really adept at navigating the 
changes in the industry — the 
way you've used YouTube on this 
album, for example. 

I guess. I mean, I don’t think of 
myself as always being on the bleeding 
edge, but I am a fan of pop culture, and 
I try to roll with the times, or try not to 
get too hooked on doing things the way 
they’ve always been done. I understand 
that culture changes, you know? There’s 
always going to be something new. 


Do you have an opinion on 
streaming services? 

You know, I’m still weighing that. 
Yes, Spotify does pay [artists], but the 
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royalty rates are still 
pretty darn low. Any 
source of income is 
good, but it takes a 
whole lot of streams to 
make something out of 
it. The jury’s still out on 
that one for me. 
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On the other hand, 
Mandatory Fun did sell 
a ton of records. Pretty f 
much the only people who 
sold records last year were 
you and Taylor Swift. Do you 
have a handle on who's buying 
them? What is the Weird Al fan 
base in 2014? 

(Laughs.) That’s great. Well, you've 
been to the shows, you see how wide 
a range of people it is. There are older 
people who are nostalgic about earlier 
songs, but also, every album that I put 
out there’s just a new crop of 12-year- 
old boys who discover it. In the ’80s my 
audience was primarily teenage boys, 
but since then I think it’s grown toa 
much wider demographic. At shows, 

I mean, that’s one of the most demo- 
graphically diverse audiences you're 
liable to find. There are kids, there are 
college-age kids, middle-aged people, 
grandparents. It can kind of become a 
family bonding thing. 


I know you're actually a really 
talented multi-instrumentalist, as 
well. Do you ever imagine a kind 
of alternate universe where you're 
just, you know, in a regular band? 

Not really. I don’t think I'd tour as 
much. That said, I’m happy to work as 
a side musician whenever I can. My 
friend Jill Sobule had a recent gig here 
in town, and she invited me to sit in 
for a night and play accordion, which 
was fun. I actually played accordion on 
a Brian Wilson record at one point, but 
it never came out. It was kind of a dark 
period in his life, I think. 
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covering the festival’s Jan. 22-Feb. 8 run — we'll 
offer conversations. Some are really funny, some 
are surprisingly poignant, and all of them tell 
tales of people who dedicate their lives to reach- 
ing the limits of human potential, and riffing 
right past them. Brandon R. Reynolds 
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Yankovic 


What kind of music do you lis- 
ten to when you're just listening 
for pleasure, not for research or 
homework? | think people always 
try to glean clues from your 
“style” parodies; | remember 
being really happy when | heard 
“Everything You Know Is Wrong," 
realizing that you were obviously 
a They Might Be Giants fan. 

Oh yeah, they’re one of my favorite 
bands. I tend to gravitate toward some 
of the more quirky musical acts — not 
necessarily comedy, but bands that 
don’t take themselves too seriously. I 
try to appreciate all music on a certain 
level. I’ve been a little bit unplugged the 
last few months — my family doesn’t 
like to listen to music in the car that 
much, so I couldn’t even tell you who’s 
popular right now. 


You have an 11-year-old daugh- 
ter, yeah? Which is like prime 
Weird Al fandom age. Does she 
like your music? 

She seems to enjoy it, but you know, 
we haven't really discussed it? Growing 
up she always enjoyed my stuff, and 
she’s actually been out on stage in cos- 
tume duringafewofthe Star »>>pl4 
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Wars songs. I don’t think she’s gon- 
na be one of those teenagers who 
all of a sudden thinks everything is 
stupid; she’s pretty cool. 





Do you have a white whale 
of a celebrity who's turned 
you down, parody permis- 
sion-wise? 

Well, my answer to that always 
used to be Prince. Out of everyone 
who's turned me down, it’s probably 
still Prince. Back in the ’80s there 
are several songs I would have loved 
to do, but I actually think the time 
has probably passed for that. 


As a person with curly hair: 
Tell me about your hair-care 
routine. 

My hair-care routine! I don’t 
spend a lot of time thinking about 
my hair. I use whatever shampoo 
and conditioner are in the shower, 
which my wife buys. The past couple 
years I’ve been working with [hair- 
dresser] Sean James if I have special 
appearances like the Emmys or im- 
portant interviews, because it takes 
a while to actually comb through 
my hair. And if I don’t for a while it 
turns into dreads pretty quickly. You 
know how it is. 


| do. So what do we have 
in store at this Sketchfest 
show? 

Oh, I think it’s going to be lots 
of fun. Everyone’s looking forward 
to it. I'll be doing an interview with 
Chris [Hardwick], who’s just always 
been so supportive — he got me 
into the Rob Zombie movie [Hal- 
loween 2], all kinds of things. I think 
he’s gotten me more work than my 
agent at this point. 


We're certainly looking 
forward to it. Sorry that we 
won't be able to watch you 
perform at the Super Bowl 
halftime show; | know there 
was a Campaign from fans 
gaining steam there for a 
while. 

Ah, thank you. Yeah, it was amus- 
ing to me to see all that going on. 
It would have been something, but 
really I knew that the NFL would 
never put me out there for the 
halftime show. I mean ... the 
NFL is not known for its sense 
of humor! 


“Weird Al” Yankovic, in 
conversation with Chris 
Hardwick 
With Garfunkel and Oates, 
Hard’n Phirm, 
and Jonah Ray 
7 p.m. Friday, Feb. 6, at the 
Castro Theatre. $30, 
sfsketchfest.com 
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THOSE TERRIBLE 
THINGS YOU SAY 


Two of the Bay’s own establish boundaries. 


By Giselle Velazquez 


Nato Green and Moshe Kasher 
are the ultimate comedy authorities, the 
ringleaders, the guys who determine whose 
routines reign supreme. At least, they will 
be at Iron Comic, a comedy pressure cooker 
where comics scramble to create jokes from 
audience suggestions, and one of the high- 
lights of SF Sketchfest. 

Green is a San Francisco born-and- 
bred comedian and scribe who's also a 
columnist for the San Francisco Examiner. 
Kasher is an Oakland-to-L.A. transplant 
whoss got his own Netflix special, the 
hella-smart Hound Tall Discussion Series 
podcast, and a 2012 memoir, Kasher in 
the Rye: The True Tale of a White Boy from 
Oakland Who Became a Drug Addict, Crimi- 
nal, Mental Patient, and Then Turned 16. 

On Feb. 7, they'll be putting Todd 
Barry, Rory Scovel, Emily Heller, Eddie 
Pepitone, and Chris Garcia through their 
paces, setting the pace, deciding who lives 
or dies, when is “too soon,” and what 
joke, if any, is too taboo for San Francisco. 


DON'T CALL IT “OAKTOWN"” 

SF Weekly: First of all, Moshe, 
props for keeping your 510 area code. 

Moshe Kasher: That way the 
Hollywood studios can see where I’m 
coming from. 

SF W: You're representing Oaktown. 

Kasher: Unfortunately, and I don’t 
mean to insult you, I don’t know any- 
body who’s used that phrase, who’s an 
Oakland native, since MC Hammeyv. ... 
But I’m going to give you a pass for this 
interview only. 

SF W: I’m from the Peninsula. We 
don’t get out much. 

Kasher: Oh, the ’Sula! 

Nato Green: My wife is from New 





Mexico, and in the late 90s we went to 
the Oakland Coliseum to see Prince, and 
he kept saying, “What’s up, Oaktown!” 
And she kept saying, “I’m so embar- 
rassed for him, that he doesn’t know it’s 
OakLAND and not OakTOWN.” 


THE NEW SAN FRANCISCO 

Green: If you walk around some 
areas of Oakland these days, you'll get 
a real nostalgic sense of San Francisco. 
When I want to visit San Francisco in 
the 1990s, I go to Oakland. 

Kasher: When I want to visit San 
Francisco in 2012, I go to Oakland. 

Green: Where do you go when you 
want to visit Oakland? 

Kasher: Richmond. 


CAMARADERIE 

SFW: Moshe, you’re coming up for 
Sketchfest. Nato, you're staying here for 
Sketchfest. 

Green: I’m putting on pants for 
Sketchfest, is what I’m doing. 

Kasher: For some comedians, like 
Nato, this is a huge opportunity. For 
other comedians, like me, it’s a chance 
to give back to the community. 

Green: I’ve been to Sketchfest every 
year for eight or nine years, and I’m still 
hoping that Moshe will discover me. 
Comedians do like to come together 
and converge at these festivals. ... It’s 
very important to remind people that 
you're the funniest in the game. And 
the most bloodthirsty. 


IRON COMIC, VEGAN BELT 

Kasher: [Iron Comic is] not terribly 
competitive. I'd say people’s actual real 
careers and lives are much more com- 
petitive than this show. ... Tears are 
shed, but that’s just how comedians fall 
asleep at night. 

Green: We worked hard to make 
sure Iron Comic is a competition that 
continues to be no stakes whatsoever. 
The worst thing that’ll happen is some- 
body talking shit on their Twitter page 
the next day. 

SF W: You guys need a belt, like a 
WWE belt. 

Green: Shit, how about just a belt? 
Not even a championship belt, but just 
like a belt from Urban Outfitters or 
something. That’s about how useful win- 
ning Iron Comic is. 

Kasher: I’m not comfortable with 
using leather, though. If there’s some 
kind of non-animal-product thing we 
could use, I would prefer that. 
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Green: A vegan-leather champion- 
ship belt that doesn’t belie any champi- 
onship, and that doesn’t imply that one 
comedian is better than another. It’s 
just a belt, to help support your pants, 
in true San Francisco style. 


ON OFFENSE, 
AND RESPONSES TO 

Kasher: It’s not an issue any longer 
for people to come up to you after the 
show, because thanks to the advent of 
the internet, nobody has to come up to 
you at all. They'll just immediately log 
on to their smartphone, or laptop. ... 
They can inform you of their offense via 
the amazing World Wide Web. 

Green: At Iron Comic, the audience 
writes suggestions on pieces of paper. 
We're pulling things out of a hat, and 
every time we'll hit a patch of, like, can- 
cer. Kid-fucking. Blowjobs in the alley- 
way. Crack whores! It’s like, why are you 
people offended when, you know, you 
get material about that? 

Kasher: By the way, I’m going to ex- 
pect and require that you quote, exactly, 
the phrase “kid-fucking” in your article. 
It's important to me as an artist. 

Green: And It’s important to me 
that you attribute that to me. When 
you re typing out the transcript, you're 
gonna want to attribute that to Moshe, 
but make sure that it goes to me. 

SF W: I’m just going to write that 
you said it in unison. 

Kasher: We sung it, like Gregorian 
chanting. 


CANCER AND COFFEE JOKES 

SF W: So what happens when some- 
body pulls “cancer” out of the hat? How 
do you make cancer funny? 

Kasher: I think you don’t. I think 
you throw that one away because you 
realize it’s going to be an entire round 
of depressing anecdotes about lost fam- 
ily members. 

Green: I had a friend who had 
breast cancer, had a double mastectomy 
and wanted me to make jokes about it. 
And then I did, and she enjoyed it and 
felt it was a cathartic moment for her, 
and the rest got upset. ... Audiences love 
to get offended on behalf of people that 
they can’t be bothered to talk to. 

SF W: What topics make people real- 
ly nervous in the audience, especially in 
San Francisco? 

Kasher: Coffee beans. If it’s not 
single-origin, people aren't ready to joke 
about that. 
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Green: Yeah, if you say you really 
love Robusta coffee, people get very un- 
comfortable. 

Kasher: Those Keurig cups? I can’t 
even go there. I don’t even have the come- 
dic chops to be able to make that funny. 


PUNCHING UP, PUNCHING DOWN, 
PUNCHING THE HOLOCAUST 

Green: I talk about things that make 
people uncomfortable all the time, but 
I try to be responsible about being clear 
who the butt of the joke is, and at whose 
expense. I’m sort of in the camp that 
says comedy should punch upwards. 

... [But] I might have an above-average 
number of Holocaust jokes in my act, 
relative to most comedians. I finally did 
a Holocaust joke that went too far for 
my mom, and now my mom is boycot- 
ting my act until I stop doing that joke. 

Kasher: To me, the idea of a Jewish 
comedian defying his mother is more 
offensive than any Holocaust joke could 
ever be. 

SF W: So what’s the gist of the Holo- 
caust joke? 

Green: There’s some loose talk 
about lampshades. 

SF W: Oh, no! 

Green: I agree, oh, no! 

Kasher: “Punching up,” I don’t know 
what that means. That’s a new kind of 
comedy — no, that’s a new blogosphere 
buzzword that means nothing. I don’t 
know what punching up is, or punching 
down. I just think, funny, that’s what’s 
important. Also, attendance at Iron Comic 
and the other Sketchfest shows. That’s 
what's important. 


CHARLIE HEBDO 

Kasher: I started getting a bunch of 
articles forwarded to me that said, “Yes 
it’s terrible what happened, and no we’re 
not excusing what happened, but ... these 
[Muhammad] cartoons were offensive, 
they were obscene, they were racist, they 
were awful.” And I’m not a big believer in 
any of that information that comes after 
the “but.” To me, comedy is valuable ... de- 
spite the fact that it’s offensive, and prob- 
ably because it’s offensive. Free speech 
isn’t something that we kinda have to bite 
our tongues and accept ... it’s kind of a 
foundation stone of having a free society, 
that we embrace the obscene. 

SFW: What do you think, Nato? 
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Green: I think I’m going to kill 
Moshe. 

Kasher: I accept that as a thing 
that is covered under free speech! I cel- 
ebrate Nato for his threats on my life. 


ALL S.F. COMEDIANS MOVE TO 
L.A....OR DO THEY? 

Kasher: Moving to L.A. feels like a 
betrayal of everybody’s principles, and 
often those principles include self-pub- 
lished poetry zines. ... My friend Greg 
Behrendt is also a Bay Area guy who 
moved to L.A. “If you want to get into 
show business,” he said, “this is where 
they keep it.” 

Green: The Bay Area is a great place 
to start out as a comic, and develop 
your voice and your point of view ... 
but then you hit a ceiling. And if you 
want to go past that ceiling, which I 
don’t, then you have to move. 

Kasher: Nato has children, so he 
can’t approach the ceiling. He has to 
stay in the basement. 

Green: Moshe will tell me that he’s 
come home, changed the underwear in 
his suitcase, and then gone out on the 
road again. I can’t be a good dad and 
live on the underwear-suitcase-rota- 
tion system. 


TMI ONSTAGE AND OFF 
Kasher: Some comedians are 
incredibly revealing and intimate, like 


Tig Notaro and Louis C.K., and some 
comedians are filled with artifice and 
persona, like Zach Galifianakis or Jerry 
Seinfeld. I don’t think that either of 
[those approaches] are any better or 
worse than the other. They’re just a to- 
tally different comedy product. 

SF W: And then you write some- 
thing like Kasher in the Rye, which is 
very personal. 

Kasher: You don’t quite realize 
how much of yourself you've put out 
there until you put it out there. You 
realize, oh my, everyone I meet knows 
everything about me, everything about 
my childhood. And they have an inti- 
mate relationship with you, and you've 
never met them. 


MY WORST HECKLER 

Kasher: The worst heckler I ever 
had was Nato Green at Iron Comic. He 
just kept screaming about his children. 
And punching up the jokes. 

Green: It was probably my mom, 
because she was worried about what the 
goyim would think. Also, I make fun of 
the rich and the powerful too much, and 
they’re gonna figure out how to kill me. 


Iron Comic with Nato Green 

and Moshe Kasher (plus other 
shows) 

7:30 p.m. Sunday, Feb. 8 at Cobb’s 
Comedy Club. $25, sfsketchfest.com 


“A classic ballet for all time” 


— San Francisco Examiner 
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Back by popular demand! 
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SAN FRANCISCO BALLET 
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TEN YEARS 
LATER 


Scott Aukerman and James Adomian 
consider friendship, gay stuff, and life 





after death. 


By Brandon R. Reynolds 


There’s the idea of the lone 
comic working feverishly at his craft, hon- 
ing it under the glare of many cramped 
clubs, always in some kind of isolation. 
That’s true, but not complete, because 
comedy, the whole culture of it, is also 
pushed forward by what happens at cer- 
tain gathering points, places where come- 
dians come together to exchange ideas, 
try stuff out, screw around. 

One of these hubs is Comedy Bang! 
Bang!, a podcast and now TV show host- 
ed by Scott Aukerman, who brings in 
guests — sometimes comics, sometimes 
their alter egos — and interviews them. 
Comedian and impressionist James 
Adomian is often on, less as himself than 
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as someone else. So here we 
have Aukerman interviewing 
Adomian (more or less) as Ado- 
mian, which accounts for only some of 
the eccentricities in the following. 
Where appropriate, I have added 
field notes and annotations to hopefully 
illuminate some of the mysteries and in- 
jokes of a long relationship that, like ev- 
ery other, is as strange as it is universal. 


James Adomian: Hey, so, Scott. 

Scott Aukerman: Yes? 

Adomian: I don’t think we’ve ever 
worked together in person, have we? 

Aukerman: We’ve only done phone 
interviews like this? 

Adomian: We’ve exclusively talked 
on the phone like this. 


VAN KXOMO MY HORA 





‘Aukerman;’. 


Aukerman: I’ve never actually seen 
your face before. I’ve always wondered 
what you look like. 

Adomian: Well yeah, I do come in 
heavily cloaked. 

Aukerman: I imagine your features 
as soft, but a bit swarthy. 

Adomian: That’s right, that’s right. 
Yeah. Sort of a Lawrence of Arabia. 

Aukerman: James, do you 
remember the first time we met? 
Because I remember the first time | 
ever saw you. >> pl6 
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Ten Years Later from p15 


Adomian: We probably met at El 
Cid [a club in L.A.’s Silverlake neighbor- 
hood tucked sort of under an overpass], 
perhaps in the audience, or perhaps 
backstage, or maybe even in one of the 
bathrooms. 

Aukerman: I remember seeing you 
onstage actually at iO West [an improv 
comedy club in L.A.] for the first time, 

I don’t know if you remember doing a 
show there. It was a sketch show that 

a group of people were doing, I don’t 
really recall who it was. But you did a 
few sketches including you did one as 
Maximilian Blank, your sort of Vincent 
Price character— 

Adomian: Oh yes, yes. 

Aukerman: —and you did a video 
sketch where you taped yourself getting 
very upset that you, it was something to 
do with your car— 

Adomian: It was with [comedian/ 
actor] Josh Fadem! I had a really shitty 
car back then, it was like an’83 Honda 
Accord that was severely damaged and 
barely arguably street legal. And Josh 
Fadem rode with me once, like I gave him 
a ride and he was like, “We should shoot 
a video, this car sucks.” And so we just 
shot a video about the many different 
ways that car could break down. I 
don’t know, it didn’t make any 
sense, I was 25, it was just driv- 
ing around screaming. 

Aukerman: It was su- 
per funny. So you were 25, 
how long ago was that? 

Adomian: It was 10 
years ago. We’ve known 
each other a whole decade. 

Aukerman: I was 
really struck by how fully 
formed your voice was. And 
how you seemed like a guy 
who had such huge things 
coming in your career. And— 

Adomian: None of that has 
panned out, obviously. 

Aukerman: Well, some would 
argue with that. But I was really struck 
by how I wanted to just attach myself to 
your rising star. So you and I have tried 
to work together for quite a few years. 

Adomian: It never gets past one 
coffee. No, yeah, we keep writing TV 
shows or appearing on them together. 

Aukerman: As a young guy back 
then, first of all you’re an amazing im- 
pressionist, how did you develop that 
voice, how did you first figure out that 
you could sound like so many other 
people? 

Adomian: I did it when I was a little 
kid and I would make people laugh, 
and when I started being at school, I 
realized that people didn’t necessarily 
like me or care about me unless I made 
them laugh. and so that was like the 
easiest shortcut 

Aukerman: As true today... 

Adomian: —that was the easiest 
shortcut, was just to make fun of teach- 
ers. Cause I don’t know what it is, but 
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something about all teachers make 
them ideal targets, before you get old 
enough to do celebrities. 

Aukerman: If there was any justice 
in it, then teachers would still be bigger 
celebrities than actors and sports stars. 

Adomian: I heartily agree. That re- 
minds me, one time I saw Andy Rooney 
on 60 Minutes. He has a big graphic 
next to him and he goes [in pretty 
good Rooney impression], “Here’s my 
solution to America’s education crisis. 
Step one: Fire America’s teachers,” and 
then the screen flashed, “Fire America’s 
teachers.” And then he went, “Step two: 
Hire America’s seniors.” 

Aukerman: Okay. By the way I 
think that because this interview isn’t 
audio, it needs to say next to your name 
when you start speaking, in brackets, 
“Does perfect Andy Rooney impression.” 
I think it should really judge the quality 
of the impression as well, as to how 
good it is. 

Adomian: I agree with you. I think 
the brackets should be asterisks with 
maybe little emoticon flashy faces. And 









Adomian 


then we tag it with, “Aukerman guf- 
faws.” [He did not.] 

Aukerman: So James, I have a ques- 
tion for you. I found it really interesting 
in working with you over the years, hav- 
ing you be on my podcast so much— 

Adomian: We grew up on the air 
together— 

Aukerman: —I always find it really 
fun and really, I don’t know, I hate to say 
moving, but it does move me emotion- 
ally to see audiences get to know your 
personal life and to realize that you are a 
gay performer 

Adomian: Right, we’ve seen some 
people come out to the shows expecting 
just to see generic Joe Straight Comedy, 
and then when they see that I’m gay they 
have to tuck away their “Austin 3:16” 
T-shirts [as in professional wrestler and 
middle-finger enthusiast Stone Cold 





Steve Austin] and they quickly start hid- 
ing their 700 Club [a Pat Robertson joint] 
bumper stickers. I’ve really changed sin- 
gle-handedly a lot of comedy perceptions. 

Aukerman: Do you feel any kind of 
responsibility to be viewed as someone 
who's changing minds out there, or do 
you not care about that kind of stuff? 

Adomian: I go back and forth. It’s 
more like if I detect that someone or 
sense that an audience might be ho- 
mophobic or somewhere on that spec- 
trum, like heteronormative — where do 
you want to go in the sociology? — but 
sometimes it’s more like I just person- 
ally get angry, like, “Oh I'll show these 
assholes.” ... One funny thing I realized 
is how many people had no idea that I 
was gay because they don’t bother to 
look it up or ask. 

Aukerman: Well I’m not really in 
the habit of looking up the sexual pref- 
erence of any person that I ever watch 
ona TV show 

Adomian: Right, and that’s just 
a phenomenon of playing characters 
on a podcast or a TV show. I feel like 
standup is the only place where I’m re- 
ally talking about myself, otherwise it’s 
some fictional lunatic like Jesse Ventura 
[Editor’s note: Contrary to popular 
belief, Jesse Ventura is not fictional per 
se. Another former wrestler, actor, 
naval veteran, and governor of 

Minnesota (1999-2003), Ven- 
tura’s colorful past and love of 
conspiracies has made him one 
of Adomian’s more popular 
impressions. ] 
Aukerman: The flip 
side of that is something 
that I don’t really like: when 
I hear people criticize other 
gay comedians for talking 
about their experiences and 
using you as an example to say, 
“Well, James Adomian doesn’t 
have to talk about being gay when 
he does characters, why does this 
person have to talk about being gay?” 
It’s almost like an audience saying, “Do 
whatever you want in your personal 
life, I don’t want to hear about it,” when 
that’s not really what comedy in general 
is about. Comedy is about shedding a 
little light on the human experience. 

Adomian: Well that makes you en- 
lightened in some small way. 

Aukerman: I was gonna ask about 
your favorite characters to do and ask 
you about your method of retiring char- 
acters when either they die in real life 
or in the case of George W. Bush, when 
he stepped, or he didn’t step down from 
office, when his presidency expired. 
You're widely acclaimed as the best 
George W. Bush impersonator in the 
world, and your Huell Howser [1945- 
2013, creator and host of KCET series 
California's Gold] is amazing, Christo- 
pher Hitchens [1949-2011, author, con- 
trarian]. Why stop doing those people? 

Adomian: With Huell Howser, I 
liked him. So when he passed away I 
didn’t really want to rub it in, like make 
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fun of the guy anymore. I might bring 
him back at some point when it’s been 
a while. That’s the thing, when some- 
body’s gone, they’re not really in the 
news much anymore. 

Aukerman: It’s not like you hav- 
en’t done dead people before. You do 
Orson Welles and he’s dead. I think 
you would have a stable of ghost im- 
pressions that you could do. 

Adomian: Eventually, Scott, all 
of our impressions will be dead. That’s 
one of my favorite things about Paul 
F. Tompkins’ Dead Authors podcast is 
to be able to do impressions of people 
you ve never otherwise think to do or 
get to do. I did Walt Whitman on there 
and that was really fun. You’ve done 
that show. 

Aukerman: Yeah, I did the guy 
who wrote “Twas the Night Before 
Christmas” [Clement Clarke Moore] 
who, I did a little research and found 
out he was a racist, and I think owned 
slaves. So [just made him a real racist 
character who was constantly brag- 
ging about all of his slaves. And I also 
did Benjamin Franklin having done 
barely any research about him and 
I just kinda went through his early 
drafts of his famous sayings. The only 
one I remember is [in a chipper voice] 
“A penny saved? That’s pretty good.” 

Adomian: What is it? “Early to 
bed, early to rise? Sure, if you've got 


nothing else going on.” 

Aukerman: So, James, getting 
back to the theme of what we were told 
this is about: Do you enjoy working 
with the community of comedians that 
we have? Are you competitive with 
people or do you enjoy the support 
of people who are all trying to do the 
same thing? Or a mixture of both? 

Adomian: I like hanging out with 
funny people. ... In L.A., everybody’s 
working on their own stuff. You see 
really funny people, like you and all the 
other people I’ve known over the years, 
but maybe not spend as much time 
together. But I really love when you go 
to a festival, and you get to see all your 
friends from L.A. but suddenly you're 
hanging out in some other city. Like 
San Francisco’s Sketchfest has always 
been like that, and Austin. I think one 
of the perks of getting to do comedy is 
the ability to hang out with the funni- 
est people in the world. 

Aukerman: Certainly my show 
has benefited from the incredible 
community of people who like to work 
together and who support each other. 
Comedy Bang! Bang! wouldn't be what 
it is without a wonderful group of su- 
per-talented people who are willing to 
just pop by at amoment’s notice and 
do amazing work on it. 

Adomian: In fact I popped by ear- 
lier this week to do another episode. 


Aukerman: You certainly did! 

Adomian: Scott, I’ve got to catch 
my wagon to San Francisco right now. 

Aukerman: Any final thoughts? 

Adomian: I want to know: Do you 
do it for the laughs or do you do it for 
the love? 

Aukerman: I do it for the love of 
the laughs, James. Come on. I love the 
laughs too much. 

Adomian: That’s valid. And it’s 
also probably a psychological problem. 

Aukerman: I have some sort of 
condition. 

Adomian: I’ve always wondered 
if at some point everything will snap 
and it'll be like Alice in Wonderland, 
where the delightfully mad people 
turn into sinister mad people. 

Aukerman: I would say a good 
percentage of human beings snap at 
some point, so I don’t think it’ll just be 
comedians. Hopefully the comedians 
will be the more fun people to hang 
out with when they snap. 

Adomian: True. So, Scott, look, 
when I snap, come on by, let’s have a 
drink or something. 


James Adomian is 
performing various shows 
Jan. 23-24. Scott Aukerman 
has shows Feb. 6-8. 
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Jonathan Katz and Jon Benjamin are strange, but not 


estranged. 
By Emilie Mutert 
This year marks the 20th anni- 


versary of the first season of Dr. Katz, Pro- 
fessional Therapist, the squiggly cartoon 
featuring comic Jonathan Katz essentially 
playing himself as a therapist to a nev- 
er-ending series of neurotic patients, 
voiced by comedians from Louis CK to Ju- 
lia Louis-Dreyfus. Voice celebrity Jon Ben- 
jamin, aka television’s Archer from Archer, 
and Bob from Bob’s Burgers, played Katz’s 
son Ben, who was always getting notions, 
for the entirety of Dr. Katz’s six-season run 
on Comedy Central. 


This year the two are back together, 
on stage, for yet another Sketchfest re- 
union show. Yes, it’s sold out, and it has 
been for weeks. That’s why SF Weekly 
is kindly providing this consolation: 

a transcript of a phone conversation 
between these two iconic Jons, one of 
whom was in a falafel restaurant for at 
least part of the time. 


Jonathan Katz: Jon, are you on 
with us? 

Jon Benjamin: I am, Jon, how are 
you? Thank you for doing this. 


Katz: Oh please. »> pls 


Center 


TRADE-IN/TRADE-UP EVENT 


JANf22 THRU JAN. 25 


BUY, SELL OR TRADE USED AND VINTAGE GEAR 
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By Joe Kukura 


After 14 years, SF Sketchfest now has spread its empire 


YET MORE THINGS 


across three weekends. Eventually, you will cross its path. Here, some 


things to look out for. 


Christopher Guest Mi- 
chael McKean & Harry 
Shearer: Mythbuster Adam 
Savage holds court as moder- 
ator while the three improv 
movie impresarios wax over 
the on-set antics from Best 
in Show, This is Spinal Tap, 
Waiting for Guffmann, and 
A Mighty Wind. (Saturday, 
Jono.) 


Bawdy Storytelling: 
Just one of the many bril- 
liant local acts, Bawdy Story- 
telling brings its dirty mouth 
to the Verdi club with Nerd- 
ist’s Sex Nerd Sandra, sexpot 
standup Kate Willett, and sexy 
ukelele chanteuse Rachel Lark. 
(Jan. 31) 


RiffTrax Night of the 
Shorts 5: The Rifffrax.com 
gang brings its vault of awful 
educational and scientific films 
to the Castro Theatre screen, 





and adds special guest riffers 
John Hodgman, Mythbuster 
Adam Savage, Todd Barry from 
Louie, and more. (Thursday, 
Feb. 5) 


Christopher Lloyd 
with a 30th Anniversary 
Screening of Back to the 
Future: With Back to the Future 
2’s version of 2015 finally set 
to square off against the actual 
one, what better time to join 
Doc Brown himself for a live 
Q&A (“What’s the only power 
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McKean and Shearer 





source capable of generating 
1.21 gigawatts of electricity?”) 
and a screening of the original 
1985 Back to the Future. (Friday, 
Feb. 6) 


Maya Rudolph’s Prince 
cover band Princess plays 
Purple Rain: Timelier than 
Morris Day, more darling than 
Nikki, and more shocking than 
Chaka Khan, Maya Rudolph 
and Gretchen Lieberum are the 
comedienne Prince proteges 
your teenage years so richly 
deserved. The duo closes SF 
Sketchfest at Mezzanine 
with its Prince cover band 
Princess, playing a Purple Rain 
homage set 2 U, 4 U, and with 
U. (Sunday, Feb. 8) 


An All-Star Cast of TV 
Show and Movie Tributes: 
Lots of original casts reunite 
onstage to pay tribute to that 
one show or movie you really 
like! “Futurama: Still Canceled” 
(Jan. 30) re-creates the show 
live onstage with all the original 
voices, while “Groundhog Day 
on Groundhog Day” (Feb. 2) 
boasts an appropriately repeti- 
tive title, and “Better Off Dead: 
30th Anniversary Live Read” 
brings together much of the 
original cast with famous stand- 
ins Jon Heder and Kevin Pollak. 


SF Sketchfest 


runs through Feb. 8, 
sfsketchfest.com. 


Like TV Father, Like TV Son 
from p17 


SF Weekly: Thank you both for 
doing this. 

Katz: Emilie, do you have any back- 
ground in the law? 

SFW: No. 

Katz: Do you know if it’s against 
the law to yell “Dr. Katz” in a crowded 
theater? 

Benjamin: I hope you have one 
more. 

Katz: Where are you, on the East 

Coast? 

Benjamin: Yeah, I’m in a falafel 
shop on the East Coast. That’s not 
code for anything. That’s just why 
you ll hear Moroccan jazz in the 
background. It'll end soon. I’m just 
waiting. 

Katz: I can’t believe I just down- 

loaded my first ringtone. 

Benjamin: Congratulations. 

Katz: Oh wait, I did something else 
yesterday which you'll get a kick out of. 
Emilie, this will mean nothing to you, I 
apologize. But yesterday I was so lonely 
I turned to video chat with [another 
comedian,] Adam Mutterperl. 

Benjamin: That’s pretty desperate. 

Katz: Yeah. I could see him, but I 
couldn’t hear him, and that was fine. 

Benjamin: All those people in the 
San Francisco area will appreciate that 
reference. 

Katz: I'll tell you one thing about 
San Francisco. I was there in the turbu- 
lent 60s, and I saw a sign that said “End 
Construction.” Kind of a bizarre cause, 
but I was glad that spirit was still alive. 

Benjamin: Oh my gosh. 

Katz: What? She wants jokes that 
are 40 years old. 

Benjamin: That describes me. 

Katz: You know, Emilie, Jon used to 
be an acoustic engineer for IBM when 
we met. 

SF W: Oh? How did you meet? 

Katz: There were a number of ways 
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our paths crossed. The first was — when 
was the first time we met? Was it the 
Cross Comedy days? 

Benjamin: Yeah. 

Katz: Jon was part of a sketch 
group called Cross Comedy, which was 
David Cross’ group. And I was doing 
standup. I did standup for 15 years 
before we did Dr. Katz. The second time 
we met was at a club in New York City. 
One of the interesting things about the 
show Dr. Katz is that during the making 
of the show, Jon was living with Laura 
[Silverman, who played Katz’s secretary 
on the show and who is, incidentally, 
Sarah’s sister], they were a couple. And 
things tend to go south, and when I say 
south, well, we tended to exploit that on 
the show. They never got along that well 
on the show. 

Benjamin: It spilled over a little bit. 
And I apologize for that. 

Katz: One of the things about Jon 
Benjamin, youll forgive me, Jon, is 
that— 

Benjamin: No, please. 

Katz: It’s almost impossible to write 
for him. So many people I know have 
tried to write for him, and anything you 
write for him, he will say something 
funnier. On the other hand, reading him 
is not so bad. 

SF W: What’s the reunion show go- 
ing to be like? 

Benjamin: Well we've done these 
before. It'll follow the same pattern. 
There’s a lot of droning on, and then 
they do the show very much like they 
did the animated show. It’s just, come- 
dians will come on, and they'll talk to 
Jon as their therapist, and I come in and 
talk to Jon. 

Katz: The most significant differ- 
ence with the live show is that I too 
am in therapy with Tom Snyder, the 
producer. 

Benjamin: Oh right, I forgot about 
that part, sorry. I wanted that to bea 
surprise, but whatever. 

Katz: That’s how the show begins, 
is 'm up on stage in therapy with Tom 
Snyder. But by the time the show’s 
over— 

Benjamin: There’s a guaranteed 
six or seven therapists on stage by 
the end. 
Katz: And Tom asks all 
my patients if they mind if 
he, he’s there to observe 
my work, which happens 
in therapy, so he’s trying 
to see if I'm on top of my 
game as a therapist. And 
he asks my patients if they 
mind if he listens in. And 
they almost always say yes, 
they do mind. 
SFW: But he stays any- 
way. 
Katz: Yeah. He has no- 
where to go really. 
Benjamin: He could walk off, 
but... 
SF W: So it’s not even a courtesy to 


ask the patients. 

Benjamin: He’s kind of a Greek 
chorus. 

Katz: I don’t know what that 
means, but yes. 

Benjamin: It’s an old reference. 

Katz: Oh, you mean the ancient 
Greeks. 

Benjamin: I think so, but they still 
do it. Some things never change with 
the Greeks. 

Katz: One of the other things we 
pretended the last time we did this show 
in San Francisco was that my patients 
could see Tom but, or no, Tom could see 
them, but he couldn’t hear them. It was 
just a really stupid idea. 

Benjamin: So did he have like 
noise-canceling headphones? 

Katz: No, we just pretended it for 
some reason, I don’t know why. 

Benjamin: Oh got it, a theater trick. 
It doesn’t sound great right now, but it’s 
brilliant when you see it. 

Katz: What’s the hardest you’ve 
ever laughed, Emilie? 

SF W: I’m always trying to laugh 
harder than I laughed the last time, so 
I suppose it would be the last time I 
laughed. 

Katz: Well I promise you that, if you 
come to this show — 

Benjamin: You'll cry. 

Katz: I know the show’s sold out, it’s 
been sold out for a while, so that’s good. 
SF W: Does it feel like it’s been 20 

years? 

Katz: Since you called? No! No, it’s 
been a long time. And I think the char- 
acter of Dr. Katz is so much like me, and 
the character of Jon Benjamin as Ben is 
so much like me. It’s really such a famil- 
iar character to me. 

Benjamin: Well you've aged since 
the show. I don’t know if you've noticed. 

Katz: But, my mind— 

Benjamin: No that’s true. If you 
shut your eyes— 

Katz: Yeah. I’m much older, but Dr. 
Katz is 49. And Jon Benjamin is older 
than 24. We'll stop pretending he’s in 
his twenties. 

Benjamin: No, I'll wear sunglasses 
and a wig. 

SF W: So people don’t recognize 
you? Or so they think you're younger? 

Benjamin: That’s my go-to when I 
want to look 24. 

SFW: What kind of wig? 

Benjamin: Like a Jewfro. 

Katz: Emilie, you know San Fran- 
cisco had such a unique comedy scene 
when I did standup there for the first 
time. It was totally self-contained. You 
could be a star in San Francisco and be 
unknown everywhere else. That was 
cool. Sorry, you'll hear my dog in the 
background. 

Benjamin: Or is that your ringtone? 

Katz: No the ringtone — I haven't 
downloaded it yet. It’s the song “That’s 
What Friends Are For.” 

Benjamin: So obnoxious. 

Katz: Oh can you imagine? 
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SF W: How does it go? 
Katz: You know that 
song? Stevie Wonder? (Sing- 

ing) “The good times, the 
bad times, I'll be on your 
side, forever more, in good 
times, in bad times, I’ll be 
on your siiide foreever- 
more.” You know, I tend 

to travel light when I go 

to San Francisco, but I’m 
thinking about bringing 

my lap-steel guitar. What do 
you think of that idea? (To 
someone) I’m talking with Jon 
Benjamin and Emilie from San 
Francisco Daily. 

SFW: Weekly. 

Katz: Weekly. 

Benjamin: Is that Suzi? 

Katz: Yeah. My wife just had her 
knee replaced. 

Benjamin: Really? I’m sorry. 

Katz: Yeah. I was a donor. You 
know, I know it’s illegal to yell “Fire” in 
a crowded theater. But I did it once in 
Cambridge, and I saved 500 lives. 

Benjamin: Was there a fire? 

Katz: No. Just a really bad movie. 
Well so is it Charlie Hebdo, or Charlie 
Hedbo? 

Benjamin: Oh my God. 

SF W: Go for it. 

Katz: How do you feel about that as 
a journalist, Emilie? 

SF W: I think that news outlets 
should have shown the cover. 

Katz: So cowardly that some of 
them don’t. And they think it’s okay to 
show people being massacred. But not 
to show a cartoon. Do you have kids? 

SFW: No. 

Katz: Would you like to carry my — 
no, I’ve strayed too far. If I stay on the 
phone long enough I will say something 
inappropriate. 

Benjamin: It’s never too late to ask. 

SFW: Do you two still talk regularly? 

Benjamin: Yeah. Twice a year may- 
be, on the high holidays? 

SFW: Are you both in New York? 

Katz: I’m in Newton, Massachu- 
setts. It’s a beautiful place. 

SFW: Are you excited that Boston 
might host the Olympics? 

Katz: Yeah I am excited, that’s kind 
of cool. Is it the summer Olympics? 

Benjamin: You've always wanted to 
see a decathlon. 

Katz: Jon and I used to play both ta- 
ble tennis and regular tennis together. 

SF W: Who’s better? 

Benjamin: Jon’s really accom- 
plished at table tennis. Anything 
table-related, really. I think I beat him 
once. 

Katz: Yeah you did. That was my 
first symptom of MS. I think it was trig- 
gered by Squigglevision. 

Benjamin: No, he’s very good. I 
think I’m better at regular tennis. 

Katz: We played doubles once, you 
played with Laura and I played with my 
brother-in-law. Oh yeah, he cheated. 
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He’s a viciously competitive guy. 

SF W: How did he cheat? 

Katz: Well, he would call a ball that 
Laura or Jon hit as “out” when it was 


not. 

Benjamin: That was a tough ethical 
dilemma for you. 

Katz: You know my wife lived in San 
Francisco for a summer, and her first 
day there she witnessed a murder in a 
parking lot. 

SFW: No way. Was it a stabbing? 

Katz: I think it was a gunshot. She 
had to go to court to testify, but it was 
an awful way to arrive in a city. 

Benjamin: The last time I was there 
I saw a man defecating on the street. 
But I did not press charges. I didn’t even 
clean it up. 

SFW: No, you don’t have to. 

Benjamin: Leave it to the city. 

SFW: I’ve really enjoyed listening to 
you two talk. 

Katz: Do I sound at all paternal 
when I talk to Jon Benjamin? 

SF W: Yeah, do you think of him as 
your son? 

Katz: I will on Jan. 23. 

Benjamin: I think in the way that 
I’m always disappointing you. 

Katz: No, that’s not true, don’t say 
that. I think so highly of you and what it 
is that you're capable of. 

Benjamin: You do sound like a dad 
now. 

SF W: Talk about his potential. 

Katz: Oh it’s endless. It’s really 
endless. 

Benjamin: That’s why I hate you. 

Katz: He’s just exploding with ideas. 

Benjamin: I’m excited to go 
through my new ideas with you. 

Katz: I think some of them will be 
realistic while others of them might not 
be. I’m anxious to hear what they are. 


An Evening with Dr. Katz, 
Professional Therapist, 20th 
Anniversary Show 

7 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 24 at the 
Marines Memorial Theatre. 

Tickets are sold out but some 

may be available at the door, 
sfsketchfest.com/x/how-to-purchase 
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WE ADVISE TENANTS OF THEIR RIGHTS, 
DEFEND EVICTIONS, AND RECOVER DAMAGES 
FOR LACK OF REPAIRS, HARASSMENT, 


ILLEGAL UNITS, FALSE OWNER MOVE INS, 
SHORT TERM RENTAL CONVERSIONS ON 
AIRBNB, FLIPKEY, AND VRBO. 
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Thu 1/22 | Comics 


SEX, DRUGS, AND COMIX 


After the unconscionable crimes against 
Charlie Hebdo, a celebration of Fanta- 
graphics’ The Complete Zap Comix is 
more than timely. Zap founder R. Crumb 
has lived in France for 25 years. His re- 
sponse to the killings was titled The Cow- 
ardly Cartoonist — a caricature of himself 
holding a drawing of Muhammad's hairy 
ass while making excuses. Few have ever 
considered Crumb faint of heart. Zap first 
emerged in the Haight in 1968, dripping 
with an amniotic ooze of sex, drugs, and 
social satire. It pushed buttons, expanded 
minds, and laid a new track for the comics 
underground. By Zap Comix #4, which in- 
cluded artists such as former Army medic 
S. Clay Wilson and Marxist biker “Spain” 
Rodriguez, the moral brigade was scared. 
Shopkeepers on both coasts were brought 
up on obscenity charges (Lawrence Fer- 
linghetti just paid a fine and kept on 
stockin’). Find out what made it one of 
the most historically significant comics 
ever published through Zap artists Victor 
Moscoso, Robert Williams, and Paul 
Mavrides in conversation with publishers 
Gary Groth and Ron Turner. 

Celebrate Zap Comix at 7 p.m. at City 
Lights, 261 Columbus Ave., S.F. Free; 362- 
8193 or citylights.com. Silke Tudor 


Sun 1/25 | LGBT History 


LAST CALL AT 
LEXINGTON? 


We were all crushed when Lila Thirkield 
announced that, after nearly 20 years, she 
couldn't keep the Lexington Club going. 
The last dyke bar in S.F. Crushing. While 
we expected New Year’s Eve might be the 
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Dances 


in Revolt 
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Lex’s death knell, we’ve been given a vague 
promise of a couple more months, so look 
alive, people. The Lex’s final art show 
opens Jan. 28 with “A Photo and Flyer Ret- 
rospective,’ including the growing #lex- 
bathroomselfie collection, and tonight 
promises an afterparty to remember for 
Shot for Shot: The Lexington Club 
on Screen. The program, put together by 
local film teacher Elena Oxman, offers 
clips from the movies that Thirkield has al- 
lowed to be shot in her bar, including Ox- 
man’s own urban adventure Lit and Jackie 
Strano and Shar Rednour’s pitch-perfect 
How to Pick Up Girls. Shot for Shot is 
co-presented by Good Vibrations and Fra- 
meline, so beyond a visual carousel of hot 
babes and good memories, you can expect 
some serviceable swag. 

Shot for Shot starts at 7 p.m. at the 
Roxie, 3117 16th St., S.F $10; 863- 
1087 or roxie.com. The afterparty is at 
the Lexington Club, 3464 19th St., S.F 
Silke Tudor 


Sat 1/24 | Theater 


MARLEY'S LITTLE BIRDS 
TAKE FLIGHT 


There are few things in this world as ador- 
able as a child singing and dancing to Bob 
Marley songs. His songs of protest, his 
songs of freedom, they all sound that 
much more poignant when coming from 
the mouths of innocent youngsters. If you 
have children, they either like Marley 
songs, or they haven't heard them. So ei- 
ther way, the play Three Little Birds is 
an essential musical theater experience for 
you and your kids, nieces, nephews, grand- 
kids, students, neighbors’ kids, etc. The 
adventure tale of 11-year-old Ziggy, set in 
Jamaica, taps into the steadfast yet laid- 
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back vibes of the titular song, teaching 
young ones that “every little thing is gonna 
be all right.” The play, based on a work by 
Marley’s daughter Cedella Marley, is rec- 
ommended for kids 4 and up. 

Bay Area Children’s Theatre presents 
Three Little Birds at 11 a.m. and 2 p.m. 
and again Sunday at Freight & Salvage, 
2020 Addison St., Berkeley. $18-$22; 
bactheatre.org. Emilie Mutert 


Sun 1/25 | Circus 


BIG THRILLS 
WITHOUT BIG TOP 


Since 2008, Circus Bella has been keeping 
San Franciscans entertained with its 
throwback circus techniques. Trading the 
idea of a big top for something a bit more 
intimate, the local troupe is making its 
way to the Jewish Community Center of 
San Francisco for one day. Even for those 
who have seen Circus Bella's contortions, 
hula-hooping, trapeze, or juggling, it’s 
hard to anticipate just how spectacular 
these feats become when viewed at such 
close proximity. Feats of strength become 
hold-your-breath-and-pray-for-the-best 
terrifying. And clown acts — well, those 
become terrifying, too. Local composer, 
pianist, and accordion player Rob Reich 
created the original score. As with most of 
the programing at the Jewish Community 
Center, Circus Bella is perfect for families 
— though just to err on the side of cau- 
tion, it’s probably a good idea to discourage 
any excited children from sword-swallow- 
ing or fire-breathing once they get home. 
Circus Bella starts at 11 a.m. at the 
Jewish Community Center of San Fran- 
cisco, 3200 California St., S.F. $17; 292- 
1200 or jccsf.org. Laura Jaye Cramer 
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aaa a LISTINGS 


Calendar listings are offered as a free service 
to SF Weekly readers and are subject to space 
restrictions. To have a listing added, contact 
Clubs and Calendar Editor John Graham by email 
(Calendar@sfweekly.com), fax (777-1839), or 
mail (835 Market St., Suite 550, S.F., CA 94103). 
To change an existing listing call 536-8147. 
Deadline is noon Tuesday for the following 
week's issue. Listings rotate regularly, as space 
allows. Our completel listings of local events - 
searchable by keyword, date, and genre - are 
available online. 


ART - GALLERIES 


1AM Gallery. 1AM Revolution: Six-year-anniversary 
group show featuring Poesia, MadC, Bask, Does, 
Tes One, Mike “Bam” Tyau, Mark Bode, Pener, Ratur, 
Amandalynn, Lady Mags, Monty Guy, and more. 
Wednesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Jan. 30. 
1000 Howard, S.F., 861-5089, lamsf.com. 

836M. Banksy: Haight Street Rat: Through July 11.836 
Montgomery, S.F., 836m.org. 

a.Muse Gallery. Hybrid: A Collage Show by Four Bay 
Area Artists: Featuring Ken Graves, John Hundt, 
Catie O'Leary, and Vanessa Woods. Through March 


Thu 1/22 | Literature 


SWEET HIGHS, DARK 
TIMES IN’60S S.F. 


A generation of Bay Area kids was 
born in the wide-eyed tumult of the 
late ’60s, indelibly shaped by 
free-floating sex and drugs, shifting 
identities, and a complete lack of 
constraint. Joshua Safran — full- 
time attorney, sometimes rabbi, big- 
time advocate for survivors of 
domestic violence — was sucha 
child. His memoir, Free Spirit: 
Growing Up On the Road and 
Off the Grid, offers an astounding, 
sometimes uncomfortable, glimpse 
of the city: the early days of Project 
Artaud, drum circles, womyn’s co- 
vens, Candy From Strangers (a 
babysitting service provided by gay 
men for liberated female activists). 
Safran’s mother, unwaveringly 
called Claudia by her young son, 
then left in search of “community.” 
Things slid quickly down a very 
muddy hill, most of the time with- 
out electricity or running water, and 
ended in horrors perpetrated by 
Claudia’s alcoholic husband. Free 
Spirit benefits from Safran’s preter- 
natural memory, hours of inter- 
views with Claudia, and a lot of hard 
work with women trapped in vicious 
cycles (Safran’s prison advocacy is 
captured in the award-winning doc- 
umentary Crime After Crime). The 
result is a personal history that 
speaks for more than a few of us. 
Joshua Safran reads at 7 
p.m. at Green Apple Books, 506 
Clement St., S.F. Free; 387-2272 
or greenapplebooks.com. Silke 
Tudor 
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8. 614 Alabama, S.F., 279-6281, yourmusegallery.com. 

Adobe Books. Gordon Winiemko: My Mission Play- 
ground: Through Feb. 1.3130 24th St., S.F., 864-3936, 
adobebooks.com. 

Anthony Meier Fine Arts. Richard Hoblock: New 
Paintings: Tuesdays-Fridays. Continues through 
Feb. 13. 1969 California, S.F., 351-1400, anthony- 
meierfinearts.com. 

Arc Gallery & Studios. Impulse: Bay Area Juried Exhi- 
bition & Off-the-Wall Sale: Wednesdays, Thursdays, 
Saturdays. Continues through Jan. 31. 1246 Folsom, 
S.F., 298-7969, arc-sf.com. 

Bash Contemporary. Pop Thrills: Four person show 
featuring Chris Leib, M.J. Lindo, Yosiell Lorenzo, and 
Adrienne Simms. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through Feb. 7. 210 Golden Gate, S.F., 926-8573, 
bashcontemporary.com. 

Berkeley Art Center. HERE: The 2014 BAC Artists 
Annual, Part II: Featuring Mariet Braakman , Afton 
Love, Amy Nathan, Joyce Nojima, and Sabine 
Reckewell. Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues through 





Feb. 8.1275 Walnut, Berkeley, 510-644-6893, berke- 
leyartcenter.org. 

Berkeley City College. Student Art Show: Fall 2014: In 
the Jerry Adams Gallery. Mondays-Fridays. Continues 
through Jan. 23. 2050 Center St., Berkeley, 510-981- 
2800, berkeleycitycollege.edu. 

Brian Gross Fine Art. Andrea Way: Off the Grid: Recent 
works on paper. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through Feb. 28. 248 Utah, S.F., 788-1050, brian- 
grossfineart.com. 

Campfire Gallery. Raised on Replicas: Group show 
of seven printmakers co-curated by Drew Grasso. 
Mondays, Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues through 
Feb. 22. 3344 24th St., S.F., 800-7319, campfire- 
gallery.com. 

Catharine Clark Gallery. Garble: Group show featuring 
Sandow Birk, Anthony Discenza, Charles Gute, Nina 
Katchadourian, LigoranoReese, Walter Robinson, and 
John Slepian. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through 
Feb. 14. 248 Utah, S.F., 399-1439, cclarkgallery.com. 

CCA Wattis Institute for Contemporary Arts. Jos 
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SEATTLE MUSEUM MONTH 


Museums are half price in February 


Seattle is always vibrant, even under gray skies. Stay at downtown hotels this 
February and explore the city’s rich art, culture and history for half price. 


Restrictions apply. See site for details. 


de Gruyter & Harald Thys: Tram 3: Steel sculptures, 
recent drawings, video, and more. Tuesdays-Satur- 
days. Continues through April 18. Off Broadway: Prop- 
themed group show organized by Nairy Baghramian. 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Feb. 28. 360 
Kansas, S.F., 355-9670, wattis.org. 

City Limits. Mystic Pizza: New work by Lisa Rybovich 
Crallé, Scott Hewicker, Courtney Johnson, and Tamra 
Seal. Saturdays. Continues through Feb. 21. 300 
Jefferson, Oakland, citylimitsgallery.com. 

Creativity Explored. Daniel Green: Days of Our Lives: 
Through March 4. 3245 16th St., S.F., 863-2108, 
creativityexplored.org. 

David Brower Center. Art/Act: Maya Lin: Exhibition 
featuring recent sculptures by the environmentally 
minded Bay Area artist. Mondays-Fridays, Sundays. 
Continues through Feb. 4. 2150 Allston Way, Berkeley, 
510-809-0900, browercenter.org. 

Dolby Chadwick Gallery. Sherie’ Franssen: The 
Gorgeous Nothings: New abstract paintings. Tues- 
days-Saturdays. Continues through Jan. 31. 210 Post, 





S.F., 956-3560, dolbychadwickgallery.com. 

Dolores Park Cafe. Walt Hall: Through Feb. 5. 501 
Dolores, S.F., 621-2936, doloresparkcafe.com. 

Eleanor Harwood Gallery. Francesca Pastine: Totem: 
Hand-cut magazine manipulations and archival 
prints on paper. Wednesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through Feb. 21. 1295 Alabama, S.F., 867-7770, 
eleanorharwood.com. 

The Emerald Tablet. Quiet Lightning: sPARKLE & 
bLINK: Exhibition of cover art from Quiet Lightning's 
SPARKLE & bLINK lit journal, including artwork by 
Todd T. Brown, Adam Carlin, Fuzz Grant, Tanya Hollis, 
Laura Ceron Melo, Luis Pinto, Wesley Powell, Maga 
Rincon, Sidney Stretz, Nigel Sussman, and Cate White. 
Wednesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Jan. 31. 
80 Fresno, S.F., 500-2323, emtab.org. 

Et al.. Anthony Discenza: Trouble Sleeping: Starting 
Jan. 23. Wednesdays-Saturdays. Continues through 
Feb. 27. 620 Kearny, S.F., 269-4873, etaletc.com. 

Ever Gold Gallery. Mark Benson: How Was Your 
Weekend?: Wednesdays-Saturdays. Continues >> 


VISIT 


seattle 
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Fri1/23 | Art 


Kara Maria 


KINGS AND QUEENS OF THE HEAP 


One man’s trash is another man’s treasure. At least, that’s what we’ve been told — 
few of us turn the expression into any sort of tangible good. That is, unless you are 
Recology San Francisco, the first garbage company in the country to literally 
turn trash into treasure. In its art studio at the Recology Solid Waste Transfer and 
Recycling Center by Candlestick Park, Recology provides work space and, of course, 
access to scrapped goods through its Artist in Residence program. And with over 
100 successful iterations since 1990, it’s safe to say this dump might be one of the 
most beautiful art venues in the city. In Recology’s most recent AIR group, local art- 
ists Kara Maria, Imin Yeh, and Matthew Goldberg are exhibiting their new pieces, 
turning found materials into striking original art pieces. 

Recology San Francisco presents works by Kara Maria, Imin Yeh, and Mat- 
thew Goldberg at the San Francisco Solid Waste Transfer and Recycling Center, 
503 Tunnel Ave., S.F. Free; 330-1400 or recologysf.com. Laura Jaye Cramer 


through Feb. 14. markbensonart.com. 441 O'Farrell, 
S.F., 196-3676, evergoldgallery.com. 

Fecal Face Dot Gallery. Six Degrees: Group show 
featuring Brett Amory, John Felix Arnold Ill, Ryan 
Beavers, Jud Bergeron, Martin Machado, Meryl 
Pataky, Mike Shine, Alex Ziv, and more. Wednes- 
days-Saturdays. Continues through Feb. 7. 2277 
Mission, S.F., 500-2166, ffdg.net. 

Fifty24SF Gallery. Sam Flores: A Light in the Darkness: 
New paintings. Wednesdays-Sundays. 252 Fillmore, 
S.F., 252-9144, fifty24sf.com. 

First Unitarian Universalist Society of San Fran- 
cisco. Beth Pewther (aka Liz Breger): Eclectic 
Retrospective: Through Jan. 27. 1187 Franklin, S.F., 
292-4892, uusf.org. 

Fraenkel Gallery. The Plot Thickens: 35th Anniversary 
Exhibition: 100-photograph group show. Tues- 
days-Saturdays. Continues through Jan. 31. 49 Geary, 
S.F., 981-2661, fraenkelgallery.com. 

Gallery 16. Tucker Nichols: New Paintings: Starting 
Jan. 23. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through 
March 6. 501 Third St., S.F., 626-7495, galleryl6.com. 

Gallery Wendi Norris. The Return to Reason: Allie 
Haeusslein of Pier 24 Photography curates the first 
all-photo show at Gallery Wendi Norris, with work 
by Stephen Gill, Yamini Nayar, Chloe Sells, Lorenzo 
Vitturi and, Hannah Whitaker. Tuesdays-Saturdays. 
Continues through Feb. 28. 161 Jessie, S.F., 346-7812, 
gallerywendinorris.com. 

Goethe-Institut. The Other Worlds of Werner Herzog: 
Multimedia exhibition dedicated to the (in)famous 
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German film director. Mondays-Fridays. Continues 
through Feb. 13. 530 Bush, S.F., 263-8760, goethe. 
de/ins/us/saf/enindex.htm. 

Gregory Lind Gallery. Off the Shelf: Mass-Market 
Multiples: Objects from the collection of Lawrence 
Banka and Judith Gordon. Tuesdays-Saturdays. 
Continues through Jan. 31. 49 Geary, S.F., 296-9661, 
gregorylindgallery.com. 

Harvey Milk Photography Center. Imogen Cunning- 
ham: Paris in the Sixties (Paris dans les années 
soixante): Tuesdays-Thursdays, Saturdays, Sundays. 
Continues through Feb. 28. 50 Scott, S.F., 554-9522, 
harveymilkphotocenter.org. 

Hosfelt Gallery. Andrew Schoultz: Blown to Bits: 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Jan. 24. 260 
Utah, S.F., 495-5454, hosfeltgallery.com. 

Jack Fischer Gallery. Deborah Barrett & Gina Pearlin: 
Undercurrents: Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through Feb. 14. 49 Geary, S.F., 956-1178, jackfisch- 
ergallery.com. 

Jenkins Johnson Gallery. Director's Pick: Group 
show featuring 12 established gallery artists, plus 
introductory works by Melanie Pullen and Lavender 
Wolf. Mondays-Saturdays. Continues through March 
28. 464 Sutter, S.F., 677-0770, jenkinsjohnson- 
gallery.com. 

Johansson Projects. Jennie Ottinger: Letters to the 
Predator: Thursdays-Saturdays. Continues through 
Feb. 28. 2300 Telegraph, Oakland, 510-444-9140, 
johanssonprojects.com. 

Lexington Club. The Lex Final Art Show: A Photo & Flyer 


Retrospective: Starting Jan. 28. Daily. 3464 19th St., 
S.F., 863-2052, lexingtonclub.com. 

Luna Rienne Gallery. The Affordable Art Series: 
Group show featuring 10x10” works by 23 urban 
contemporary artists. Mondays, Thursdays-Sundays. 
Continues through Jan. 27. 3318 22nd St., S.F., 647- 
5888, lunarienne.com. 

Mark Wolfe Contemporary Art. Sarah Thibault: Stay- 
cation: New paintings. Tuesdays-Fridays. Continues 
through Feb. 27. 1 Sutter Ste. 300, S.F., 369-9404, 
wolfecontemporary.com. 

Mission Cultural Center for Latino Arts. Jeremiah 
Barber & Ingrid Rojas Contreras: Lo Real Maravilloso 
(The Marvelous Real): Tuesdays-Saturdays. Contin- 
ues through Feb. 28. 2868 Mission, S.F., 821-1155, 
missionculturalcenter.org. 

Modern Eden. Platinum Blend: 30+ artist group show 
curated by Stephanie Chefas of Platinum Cheese. 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Jan. 31. 
facebook.com/PlatinumCheese. 801 Greenwich, 
S.F., 956-3303, moderneden.com. 

Modernbook Gallery. Fan Ho: A Hong Kong Memoir: 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Jan. 31. 49 
Geary, S.F., 732-0300, modernbook.com. 

Pier 14. Flaming Lotus Girls: Soma: The large-scale 
metal sculptors of Burning Man fame present their 
latest work — a twisting neural form featuring 
interactive LED light patterns — on outdoor display. 
Through July 1. Embarcadero at Mission, S.F., N/A. 

Pier 24 Photography. Secondhand: Group show fea- 
turing more than a dozen artists who rework a wide 
variety of found images. Mondays-Fridays. Continues 
through May 1. Pier 24, S.F., 512-7424, pier24.org. 

RayKo Photo Center. Rubi Lebovitch: Home Sweet 
Home: In the main gallery. Tuesdays-Sundays. 
Continues through Feb. 1. Provence: A Photographic 
Journey: In the side gallery. Tuesdays-Sundays. 
Continues through Feb. 1. 428 Third St., S.F., 495- 
3773, raykophoto.com. 

Recology San Francisco. Imin Yeh: Goldbricking: Fri., 
Jan. 23, 5-9 p.m.; Sat., Jan. 24, 1-3 p.m.; Tue., Jan. 
27, 5-7 p.m. Kara Maria: A Trash Menagerie: Fri., Jan. 
23, 5-9 p.m.; Sat., Jan. 24, 1-3 p.m.; Tue., Jan. 27, 5-7 
p.m. Matthew Goldberg: Space Trash, Boomerang!: 
Fri., Jan. 23, 5-9 p.m.; Sat., Jan. 24, 1-3 p.m.; Tue., 
Jan. 27, 5-7 p.m. 501-503 Tunnel, S.F., 330-1400, 
sfrecycling.com/index.php. 

Robert Koch Gallery. Debra Bloomfield: Wilderness: 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Jan. 31. 49 
Geary, S.F., 421-0122, kochgallery.com. 

Robert Tat Gallery. Twenty Favorite Photographs: 
Group show featuring works by Roy Blakey, Imogen 
Cunningham, Walker Evans, Aaron Siskind, Ralph 
Steiner, and more. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through Feb. 28. 49 Geary, Ste. 410, S.F., 781-1122, 
roberttat.com. 

Romer Young Gallery. Patrick Brennan: New Paintings: 
Thursdays-Saturdays. Continues through Feb. 21.1240 
22nd St., S.F., 550-7483, romeryounggallery.com. 

Root Division Pop-Up Gallery. Living with Endangered 
Languages in the Information Age: 30 artist group 
show curated by Hanna Regev and focusing on the 
decline of global linguistic diversity. Wednesdays-Sat- 
urdays. Continues through Jan. 31.1059 Market, S.F., 
863-7668, rootdivision.org. 

San Francisco Main Library. Light Walk: Bob Miller 
and the Exploratorium: Through Feb. 5. The World 
Inside: The Art of Leland Lee: Jan. 24-April 23. 100 
Larkin, S.F., 557-4400, sfpl.org. 

Sandra Lee Gallery. 2015 New Year Group Exhibition: 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Jan. 31. 251 
Post, S.F., 291-8000, sandraleegallery.com. 

Scott Nichols Gallery. Group f.64: Founders & Follow- 
ers: Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Feb. 28. 
49 Geary, S.F., 788-4641, scottnicholsgallery.com. 

Scott Richards Contemporary Art. David Michael 
Smith: Florilegium: New allegorical figurative 
paintings. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through 
Jan. 31. 251 Post, S.F., 788-5588, srcart.com. 

SF Camerawork. Kerry Mansfield: Aftermath: Wednes- 
days-Saturdays. Continues through Jan. 24. Michael 
Shindler with Help Each Other Out: Seeing Through 
- Stories About Cancer & Connection: Wednes- 
days-Saturdays. Continues through Jan. 24. 1011 
Market St. 2nd Floor, S.F., 487-1011, sfcamerawork.org. 

SFMOMA Artists Gallery (Fort Mason, Bldg. A). 
Catherine Richardson: Recent oil and mixed-media 
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paintings. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through 
Feb. 19. Sandra Russell: Large-scale color field pieces. 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Feb. 19. J. 
Nick Taylor: Felled wood sculptures. Tuesdays-Satur- 
days. Continues through Feb. 19. 2 Marina Boulevard, 
S.F., 441-4777, sfmoma.org. 

SOMArts Cultural Center. Glamorgeddon: The Specta- 
cle: Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Feb. 4. 
934 Brannan, S.F., 863-1414, somarts.org. 

Southern Exposure. Sets: A series of two-week 
projects featuring process-based video and per- 
formance work, including Christy Chan's “Who's 
Coming to Save You” (Jan. 9-24), Chris Kallmyer’s 
“Los Angeles Department of Weather Modification: 
Northern Bureau” (Jan. 29-Feb. 14), and Olivia Mole’s 
“YOGAFLOGOGO” (Feb. 21-March 7), plus special 
events. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through 
March 7. 3030 20th St., S.F., 863-2141, soex.org. 

Spoke Art Gallery. The Fourth Annual Supersonic 
Invitational: 50+ artist group show curated by Zach 
Tutor of the Supersonic art blog. Tuesdays-Saturdays. 
Continues through Jan. 31. supersonicart.com/s4. 
816 Sutter, S.F., spoke-art.com. 

Steven Wolf Fine Arts. Zak Smith & William T. Vollmann: 
It's My Job to Be a Girl: Paintings and photographs. 
Starting Jan. 24. Wednesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through March 7. 2747 19th St., S.F., 263-3677, 
stevenwolffinearts.com. 

Vessel Gallery. Notions of Romance: Group show 
featuring David Burke, Gordon Glasgow, Thekla 
Hammond, Diana Hobson, Kevan Jenson, Walter 
James Mansfield, Cyrus Tilton, and Sanjay Vora. 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Feb. 14. 471 
25th St., Oakland, 510-893-8800, vessel-gallery.com. 

Vorres Gallery. Vorres Gallery Holiday Exhibition: 
Featuring painting, sculpture, and textiles by Rea 
de Guzman, Alan Firestone, and Catherine Woskow. 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Jan. 24. 3681 
Sacramento, S.F., 423-4345, vorresgallery.com. 


COMEDY 


SF Sketchfest: San Francisco's biggest annual comedy 
event spreads itself across the face of the city like 
the world’s most hilariously contagious outbreak, 
filling theaters and clubs with more than two weeks 
of TV and movie tributes, improv shows, game shows, 
live podcast recordings, storytelling nights, work- 
shops, music, and more. But fear not: laughter is still 
the best medicine. Jan. 22-Feb. 8, $10-$50 per event, 
sfsketchfest.com. Multiple San Francisco Locations, 
Multiple addresses, San Francisco. 

Best of San Francisco Stand-Up Comedy: 18+ local 
comedy showcase. Fridays, 10 p.m., $5, brownpap- 
ertickets.com/event/559273. Shelton Theater, 533 
Sutter, S.F., 433-3040, sheltontheater.com. 

Big City Improv: Actors take audience suggestions 
and create comedy from nothing. Fridays, 10 p.m., 
$20; $15, bigcityimprov.com. Shelton Theater, 533 
Sutter, S.F., 433-3040, sheltontheater.com. 

Big Wednesday: Hosted by Jeremy Wheat. Last Wednes- 
day of every month, 7 p.m., $8. Make-Out Room, 


Fri1/23 | Dance 


3225 22nd St., S.F., 647-2888, makeoutroom.com. 

The Business: Bucky Sinister, David Gborie, Nato Green, 
Natasha Muse, and Jules Posner have moved offices 
once again, now bringing their alternative comedy to 
Polk Gulch every Friday evening. Fridays, 7:30 p.m., 
$10, facebook.com/thebusinesscomedy. Hemlock 
Tavern, 1131 Polk, S.F., 923-0923, hemlocktavern.com. 

Cheaper Than Therapy: Jon Allen, Eloisa Bravo, and 
Scott Simpson offer comedians (and audiences) a 
chance to unburden their minds at this regular night 
of stand-up. Saturdays, 10 p.m., $10, cttcomedy. 
com. Shelton Theater, 533 Sutter, S.F., 433-3040, 
sheltontheater.com. 

Comedy Allstars: Featuring Nato Green, Conor 
Kellicutt, and Mary Van Note. Thu., Jan. 22, 8 
p.m., $16. Punch Line, 444 Battery, S.F., 397-7573, 
punchlinecomedyclub.com. 

Comedy Blast: Stand-up comedy with Danny Dechi and 
guests. Tuesdays, 7:30 p.m., free, dannydechi.com. 
Neck of the Woods, 406 Clement, S.F., 387-6343, 
neckofthewoodssf.com. 

Comedy Night: Open mic hosted by Tony Sparks. 
Thursdays, 7 p.m., free; free. BrainWash Cafe & Laun- 
dromat, 1122 Folsom, S.F., 861-3663, brainwash.com. 

Crushes, Loves, and One Night Stands: Combined 
storytelling and stand-up show hosted by Richard 
Toomer and Gabby Poccia and featuring Jessie Alsop, 
Ron Chapman, Matt Lieb, Joe Loya, Donovan Quinn, 
Jessica Sele, and Katie Wheeler-Dubin. Wed., Jan. 28, 
8 p.m., $10. Lost Weekend Video, 1034 Valencia, S.F., 
643-3373, www.lostweekendvideo.com. 

Cup o’ Comedy: Stand-up comedy with Danny Dechi and 
guests. Second and Fourth Thursday of every month, 
7p.m., free, dannydechi.com. Emma's Coffeehouse, 
5549 Geary, S.F., 933-6632. 

Cynic Cave: Comedy showcase featuring both local 
and national acts every Saturday night (and some 
other days, too). Hosted by George Chen and Kevin 
O'Shea. Saturdays, 8 p.m., cyniccave.com. Lost 
Weekend Video, 1034 Valencia, S.F.,643-3373, www. 
lostweekendvideo.com. 

Dash: Late-night improv comedy romps by the Un- 
Scripted Theater Company. Saturdays, 10 p.m. 
Continues through Feb. 28, $15. Un-Scripted Theater, 
533 Sutter, S.F., un-scripted.com. 

Doc’s Comedy Open Mic: Comedy returns to the 
North Beach space formerly occupied by landmark 
nightclub The Purple Onion — and this weekly 
open mic means that you, too, can share the same 
stage where Lenny Bruce once stood. Mondays, 7 
p.m., free. Doc's Lab, 124 Columbus, S.F., 649-6191, 
docslabsf.com. 

Don't Watch This Show LIVE: Monthly sketch comedy 
program. Fourth Wednesday of every month, 8 p.m., 
$10. Stage Werx, 446 Valencia, S.F., stagewerx.org. 

Dueling Pianos at Johnny Foley's: Merry musical 
sing-alongs. Wednesdays-Saturdays, 9 p.m., free, du- 
elingpianosatfoleys.com. Johnny Foley's Irish House, 
243 O'Farrell St., S.F., 954-0777, johnnyfoleys.com. 

Harvey's Funny Tuesdays: Hosted by Ronn Vigh. 
Tuesdays, 9 p.m., free. Harvey's, 500 Castro, S.F., 
431-4278, harveyssf.com. 


D.LLR-T. WITH A VENGEANCE 


“What happens when artists revolt?” is the question Dance Mission Theater artistic 
director Krissy Keefer and theater director Stella Adelman posed several months ago 
to Bay Area dance makers. Sixty-four choreographers representing a diverse range of 
genres, from modern to hip-hop to Peruvian folkloric dance, responded to their chal- 
lenge. From these, Keefer and Adelman have selected 16 for D.ILR.I. - Dance In 
Revolt(ing) Times. With two programs spanning three weekends, D.I.R.T. is an 
opportunity to experience a spectrum of pieces by emerging and established chore- 
ographers, and support a theater that nurtures artists in an environment where pro- 
ducing a show has become less and less economically feasible. The question of what 
artists can accomplish in meager times seems more pressing than ever after the vio- 
lence and solidarity in France — artists speak, and the world does listen. 

Dance Mission Theater presents D.I.R.T. — Dance in Revolt(ing) Times at 
8 p.m. and it continues through Feb. 1 at Dance Mission Theater, 3316 24th 
St., S.F. $20-$25, with festival packages available; 826-4441 or dancemis- 
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Fri1/23 | Literature 


GOOD WRITERS GO 
BAD FOR GOOD CAUSE 


The new reading series by Lit Camp 
—asubmission-based writing re- 
treat held at Mayacamas Ranch with 
agents, editors, publishers, and writ- 
ers pushing their crafts to the next 
level — started in part to raise schol- 
arship funds for a few writers unable 
to pay their way. The Basement Se- 
ries asks two published authors to 
choose, through submissions, a 
handful of emerging authors to read 
with them as part of the show. This 
month’s authors are Mark Morford 
and Zarina Zabrisky — two equally 
fun but wildly different writing per- 
sonalities — reading or performing 
on the theme of Broken Resolu- 
tions: When Good Intentions 
Go Bad. With proceeds split be- 
tween ScholarMatch and the Lit 
Camp scholarships, and the presence 
of free beer, you can feel good about 
feeling good and hopefully be in- 
spired to submit for the next show. 
Who knows? You may decide to fol- 
low half the room to Mayacamas. 
Broken Resolutions: When 
Good Intentions Go Bad starts at 
7 p.m. at Sports Basement, 1590 
Bryant St., S.F. $5-$10; 575-3000 or 
facebook.com/thebasementseries. 
Evan Karp 


#HellaHustle Showcase: Weekly comedy presented 
by True Hustle Entertainment. Wednesdays, 7 
p.m., truehustleentertainment.com. BrainWash 
Cafe & Laundromat, 1122 Folsom, S.F., 861-3663, 
brainwash.com. 

Jeremy Wheat & Friends: Mon., Jan. 26, 8:30 p.m., 
free. The Rite Spot Cafe, 2099 Folsom, S.F., 552-6066, 
ritespotcafe.net. 

Jury Duty: It's your civic responsibility to enjoy Fun 
Times with Friends. Fourth Monday of every month, 
8 p.m., free. Milk Bar, 1840 Haight, S.F., 387-6455, 
milksf.com. 

The Layover Comedy Night: Tuesdays, 8:30 p.m., free. 
The Layover, 1517 Franklin, Oakland, 510-834-1517, 
oaklandlayover.com. 

Learn from Me: Cheap weekly lessons in Comedy 101. 
Thursdays, 8 p.m., $8-$10. Doc's Lab, 124 Columbus, 


Sat 1/24 | Chinese Acrobats 


THE ORIGINAL TUMBLRS 


S.F., 649-6191, docslabsf.com. 

Melt the Mic: Free comedy night produced by Griffin 
Daley. Mondays, 8 p.m., free, griffindaley.com. Melt!, 
700 Columbus, S.F., 392-9290, www.melt-cafe.com. 

The Mission Position: Weekly stand-up comedy 
showcase hosted by Matt Lieb, Kate Willett, Trevor 
Hill, and Jessica Sele. Thursdays, 8 p.m., $10, mission- 
positionlive.com. Lost Weekend Video, 1034 Valencia, 
S.F., 643-3373, www.lostweekendvideo.com. 

Night Moves: Midnight comedy madness with hosts 
Josef Anolin and Joey Devine. Saturdays, 11:59 
p.m., $5. PianoFight, 144 Taylor, S.F., 816-3691, 
pianofight.com. 

Nightlife on Mars: Free weekly comedy night with 
Nightlife on Mars (hosted by Ryan Cronin) plus 
guests. Thursdays, 8:30 p.m., free, nightlifeonmars. 
com. Murphy's Pub, 217 Kearny St., S.F., 693-9588. 

OMFG: Weekly comedy open mic. Tuesdays, 7 p.m., free. 
OMG, 43 Sixth St., S.F., 896-6374, clubomgsf.com. 

Pacific Pinball Museum Comedy Night: Benefit for 
the PPM and the Corie Gibson Kick Cancer Fund with 
Nina G, Phil Griffiths, Sean McKenzie, Mean Dave, and 
headliner John Hoogasian. Fri., Jan. 23, 7:30 p.m., 
$15 (includes pinball). Pacific Pinball Museum, 1510 
Webster, Alameda, 510-769-1349, pacificpinball.org. 

Pamtastic’s Comedy Clubhouse: Weekly comedy 
podcast with host Pam Benjamin and a live au- 
dience. Fridays, 8-11 p.m., free, facebook.com/ 
PamtasticsComedyClubhouse. Mutiny Radio, 2781 
21st St., S.F., mutinyradio.fm. 

Patton Oswalt: Wed., Jan. 28, 8 p.m., $35-$47 advance. 
UC Berkeley, Zellerbach Hall, 2430 Bancroft, Berke- 
ley, 510-642-9988, calperformances.org. 

Mark Pitta & Friends: Tuesdays, 8 p.m., $16-$26. 142 
Throckmorton Theatre, 142 Throckmorton, Mill Valley, 
383-9600, 142throckmortontheatre.com. 

The Purple Onion at Kells: New Talent Showcase: 
Wednesdays, Thursdays, 7 p.m., $5, (415) 921-2051, 
purpleonionatkells.com. Kells Irish Restaurant & Bar, 
530 Jackson, S.F., kellsirish.com. 

The Purple Onion at Kells: Purple Onion All-Stars: 
Wednesdays, Thursdays, 8:15 p.m., $5, (415) 921-2051, 
purpleonionatkells.com. Kells Irish Restaurant & Bar, 
530 Jackson, S.F., kellsirish.com. 

The Purple Onion at Kells: The Later Show: Wednes- 
days, Thursdays, 10 p.m., $5, (415) 921-2051, purple- 
onionatkells.com. Kells Irish Restaurant & Bar, 530 
Jackson, S.F., kellsirish.com. 

The Purple Onion Presents: Emily Van Dyke: Jan. 23- 
24, 7:30 p.m., $15, (415) 921-2051, purpleonionatkells. 
com. Kells Irish Restaurant & Bar, 530 Jackson, S.F., 
kellsirish.com. 

Rock n Roll Comedy Jam: Featuring music by Medicine 
Bug and comedy by Affirmative Action Heroes, plus 
guests. Thursdays, 8 p.m., free before 9:30 p.m. Milk 
Bar, 1840 Haight, S.F., 387-6455, milksf.com. 

The Scott Capurro Podcast: With guests Beth Lisick 
and J. Conrad Frank. Wed., Jan. 28, 8 p.m., $10-$12. 
Doc's Lab, 124 Columbus, S.F., 649-6191, docslabsf. 
com. 

Secret Improv Society: Underground improvisational 
theater. Fridays, Saturdays, 10 p.m., $17-$20, im- 


In an effort to make us “normal” folks seem stunned, uncoordinated, and massively 
out of shape, top Chinese acrobat troupe The Peking Acrobats are bringing 
their U.S. tour to California. During a Bay Area stop at Berkeley's Zellerbach Hall, 
the acrobats present their full evening-length circus. But don’t expect a Barnum & 
Bailey-esque three-ring affair. The Peking Acrobats focus on superhuman feats of 
dexterity and control rather than parading around depressed animals in costumes. 
And when circus acts are as sensually named as “Bodacious Body Balancing” and 
“Candlelight Contortionism,’ who needs abused elephants? The group is accompa- 
nied by special guest Jigu, a collection of drummers as brilliant at rhythms as the 
acrobats are at aerobatics. If you can’t tumble or lion dance with the best of them, 
don’t despair. Traditional Chinese gymnastics has been continually refined since 
around 200 B.C. It’s our job to just sit back and enjoy the spectacle. 

Cal Performances presents The Peking Acrobats at 2 p.m. and the troupe per- 
forms through Sunday at Zellerbach Hall, 101 Zellerbach Hall, #4800, Berkeley. 
$22-$58; (510) 642-9988 or calperformances.org. Laura Jaye Cramer 
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LAMBARENA 20 YEARS LATER 


The fusion of Bach with African movement and music may not seem outrageous in 
the 21st century, but Val Caniparoli made a splash when Lambarena, his commis- 
sioned ballet for the San Francisco Ballet featuring principal dancer Evelyn Cisneros, 
premiered in 1995. Created in collaboration with African dance consultants Zakariya 
Sao Diouf and Naomi Gedo Washington, with costumes by Sandra Woodall that com- 
bine corsets with kente cloth, Lambarena has become one of Caniparoli’s best-known 
ballets, an earthy expression of sensuality and joy. The ballet is restaging Lambarena 
in Program 1 of its 2015 season, with Lorena Feijoo, Vanessa Zahorian, and Frances 
Chung stepping into Cisneros’ shoes. Get a special glimpse inside the history and cre- 
ative minds behind Lambarena when Words on Dance presents Caniparoli and 
Cisneros in conversation for 90 minutes on the ODC Theater stage. 

Words on Dance presents Val Caniparoli and Evelyn Cisneros at 7 p.m. at 
ODC Theater, 3153 17th St., S.E $35; wordsondance.org. Irene Hsiao 


provsociety.com. Shelton Theater, 533 Sutter, S.F., 
433-3040, sheltontheater.com. 

S.F. Comedy Showcase: Weekly roundup of local laugh- 
makers. Sundays, 8 p.m., $12.50. Punch Line, 444 
Battery, S.F., 397-7573, punchlinecomedyclub.com. 

Storking Comedy: Weekly stand-up routines fol- 
lowed by bonus interview segments. Thursdays, 
6:30 p.m., free, facebook.com/SylvanProductions. 
Stork Club, 2330 Telegraph, Oakland, 510-444-6174, 
storkcluboakland.com. 

The Sufficient Comedy Show: Your free weekly chance 
to laugh in the Marina (instead of at it). Thursdays, 
8:30 p.m., free, facebook.com/cometclubcomedy. 
Comet Club, 3111 Fillmore, S.F., 567-5589. 

The Tabernacle: Weekly comedy congregation with 
Matt Lieb, Torio Van Grol, Steve Post, and guests. 
Wednesdays, 8 p.m., $5. Dark Room Theater, 2263 
Mission, S.F., 401-7987, darkroomsf.com. 

Troubled: With Rajeev Dhar and friends. Tuesdays, 
6:30-9 p.m., free, troubledcomedy.tumbir.com. 
Amnesia, 853 Valencia, S.F., 970-0012, amnesiat- 
hebar.com. 


DANCE = 
PERFORMANCES 
Baxtalo Drom: International shimmying for lovers 
of Balkan music, bellydancers, and burlesque. 
Fourth Friday of every month, 9 p.m., $5-$10, 
facebook.com/pages/Baxtalo-Drom-The-Lucky- 
Road/509158232438278. Amnesia, 853 Valencia, 

S.F., 970-0012, amnesiathebar.com. 

Bear/Skin: Circo Zero presents the world premiere of 
a ritualistic and animalistic new solo performance 
by Keith Hennessy. Jan. 24-25, 8:30 p.m., $15-$25, 
circozero.org. Joe Goode Annex, 401 Alabama, S.F., 
561-6565, joegoode.org. 

D.I.R.T. - Dance in Revolt(ing) Times: “What happens 
when artists revolt?” is the question Dance Mission 
Theater artistic director Krissy Keefer and theater 
director Stella Adelman posed several months ago to 
Bay Area dance makers. These two programs (span- 
ning three weekends) include the responses from 
16 choreographers representing a diverse range of 
genres, from modern to hip-hop to Peruvian folkloric 
dance. Jan. 23-24, 8 p.m.; Jan. 30-31, 8 p.m.; Sun., 
Feb. 1,3 & 7 p.m., $20-$25. Dance Mission Theater, 
3316 24th St., S.F., 273-4633, dancemission.com. 

Peking Acrobats: Traditional Chinese gymnastics 
troupe that focuses on superhuman feats of dexterity 
and control. Sat., Jan. 24, 2 & 8 p.m.; Sun., Jan. 25, 
3 p.m., $22-$58 advance. UC Berkeley, Zellerbach 
Hall, 2430 Bancroft, Berkeley, 510-642-9988, 
calperformances.org. 

S.F. Ballet: Program 1: Featuring repertory perfor- 
mances of Serenade, RAKU, and Lambarena. Tue., 
Jan. 27, 8 p.m.; Wed., Jan. 28, 7:30 p.m.; Fri., Jan. 
30, 8 p.m.; Sun., Feb. 1, 2 p.m.; Thu., Feb. 5, 8 p.m.; 
Sat., Feb. 7, 2 & 8 p.m., $22-$345, sfballet.org. War 
Memorial Opera House, 301 Van Ness, S.F., 864-3330, 
sfwmpac.org. 


LITERARY EVENTS 


Andrew Keen: Whether you have an active antipathy 
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toward techies or are just wary of change, Keen's 
nonfiction study The Internet Is Not the Answer 
may be the analysis of technotopia you've been 
waiting to read. Tue., Jan. 27, 7 p.m., free. City Lights 
Books, 261 Columbus, S.F., 362-8193, citylights.com. 

Armistead Maupin: 28 Barbary Lane’s transgender 
landlady heads out of San Francisco (but fittingly 
winds up at Burning Man) in the final Tales of the City 
novel, The Days of Anna Madrigal. Thu., Jan. 22, 7 
p.m., free. Bookshop West Portal, 80 W. Portal, S.F., 
564-8080, bookshopwestportal.com. 

Best Gay Erotica 2015: Book launch with editor Rob 
Rosen and contributing writers Xavier Axelson, Dale 
Chase, and Simon Sheppard. Tue., Jan. 27, 8 p.m. 
Magnet, 4122 18th St., S.F., 581-1600, magnetsf.org. 

Circulo de Lectores de Literatura en Espanol: 
Spanish-language book club. Fourth Tuesday of every 
month, 7 p.m., free. Modern Times Bookstore, 2919 
24th St., S.F., 282-9246, moderntimesbookstore.com. 

The Hundy: Feed your poetry jones with an ex- 
tended fortnight of free daily readings by a hun- 
dred-or-so local poets ranging from Aaron Simon 
to Zoe Tuck. Through Jan. 31, free, facebook.com/ 
events/919316398087810. E.M. Wolfman, 410 13th 
St., Oakland, 250-5527, wolfmanhomerepair.com. 

Joshua Safran: The San Francisco attorney's memoir, 
Free Spirit: Growing Up On the Road and Off the Grid, 
offers an astounding (and sometimes uncomfortable) 
glimpse of the city in the tumultuous wake of the 
‘60s, Thu., Jan. 22, 7 p.m., free. Green Apple Books, 
506 Clement, S.F., 387-2272, greenapplebooks.com. 

Lee Bruno: The local writer presents stories and photos 
from his book Panorama: Tales From San Francisco's 
1915 Pan-Pacific International Exposition as part of 
this year's PPIE Centennial celebration. Thu., Jan. 
22,6p.m., $15. Mechanics’ Institute Library, 57 Post, 
S.F., 393-0100, milibrary.org. 

Lorri Ungaretti: Launch party for the historian's 
new book, Legendary Locals of San Francisco's 
Richmond, Sunset, and Golden Gate Park. Sun., Jan. 
25, 11:30 a.m., free. Richmond District Neighborhood 
Center, 741 30th Ave., S.F., 751-6600, rdnc.org. 

Marky Ramone: The drummer sits down with Aidin 
Vaziri to discuss his memoir, Punk Rock Blitzkrieg: 
My Life As a Ramone. Sat., Jan. 24, 8 p.m., $25 
(or $65 with book + pre-event reception). Jewish 
Community Center of San Francisco, 3200 California, 
S.F., 292-1200, jccsf.org. 

Michelle Tea: The much-loved local novelist, blogger, 
and founder of RADAR Productions and Sister 
Spit reflects on her adventurous past in her new 
memoir, How to Grow Up. Tue., Jan. 27, 7:30 p.m., 
free. Books Inc./Castro, 2275 Market, S.F., 864-6777, 
booksinc.net. 

Monk Books & The Ruth Stone Foundation West 
Coast Reading: Featuring Lonely Christopher, Alina 
Gregorian, Bianca Stone, and Matthew Zapruder. Fri., 
Jan. 23, 7 p.m., free. Adobe Books, 3130 24th St., S.F., 
864-3936, adobebooks.com. 

The Moth StorySLAM: Cold: Tue., Jan. 27, 7:30 
p.m., $8-$16. Public Works, 161 Erie, S.F., 932-0955, 
publicsf.com. 

North Beach Underground: A Cultural History: 
RADAR Productions offers Nan Alamilla Boyd, >> 
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Peter Maravelis, Julia Query, and V. Vale a chance 
to revisit the neighborhood's countercultural legacy 
for an afternoon of free presentations. Sat., Jan. 
24,2p.m., free, radarproductions.org. North Beach 
Branch Library, 2000 Mason, S.F., 355-5626, sfpl.org. 

Patton Oswalt: The Booksmith presents the actor 
and comedian as he shares some lessons gleaned 
from his new memoir, Silver Screen Fiend: Learning 
About Life from an Addiction to Film. Tue., Jan. 
27, 7:30 p.m., $35-$42 (includes a signed copy of 
Silver Screen Fiend). Roxie Theater, 3117 16th St., 
S.F., 863-1087, roxie.com. 

Poetry Flash: Featuring Ambush Review contributors 
David Beckman, Sharon Coleman, Charles Entrekin, 
Grace Marie Grafton, Katherine Hastings, Joseph 
Noble, Linda Norton, and Angelo Sakkis. Sun., 
Jan. 25, 3 p.m., free, poetryflash.org. Diesel, A 
Bookstore, 5433 College, Oakland, 510-653-9965, 
dieselbookstore.com. 

Porchlight: Fake It Til You Make It: Beth Lisick and 
Arline Klatte host a night of tales told by Derrick 
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Brown, Ophira Eisenberg, Shelley McClendon, Frank 
Portman, and Phoebe Robinson. Sun., Jan. 25, 8 
p.m., $20. Verdi Club, 2424 Mariposa, S.F., 861-5048, 
verdiclub.net. 

Rob Pierce: Swill magazine's editor in chief launches 
his new crime novel, Uncle Dust, with guest readings 
by Joe Clifford, Sean Craven, Mike Monson, and Tom 
Pitts. Wed., Jan. 28, 7:30 p.m., free. Pegasus Books 
Downtown, 2349 Shattuck, Berkeley, 510-649-1320, 
pegasusbookstore.com. 

Rolling Writers: Landscapes Two: Featuring Shane 
Alejandro Bendana (focusing on Nicaragua), Maisha 
Z. Johnson (Trinidad), Emily Kiernan (Oregon), Matt 
Pine (Chicago), Deborah Steinberg (France), and 
Siamak Vossoughi (Iran). Sat., Jan. 24, 6:30 p.m., 
free. Rolling-Out Cafe, 1722 Taraval St., S.F., 513-6054, 
rollingoutcafe.com. 

San Francisco's Queer Open Mic: Monthly LGBT 
readings (and more) since 2004. Fourth Friday of 
every month, 7:30 p.m., donation, queeropenmic. 
com. Modern Times Bookstore, 2919 24th St., S.F., 
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282-9246, moderntimesbookstore.com. 

SF in SF: Science fiction authors Kim Stanley Robinson 
and Cecelia Holland invite the audience to join them 
for their latest explorations, then sit down for a Q&A 
session with Terry Bisson. Thu., Jan. 22, 6:30 p.m., 
$8-$10, sfinsf.org. Book Club of California, 312 Sutter 
Ste. 510, S.F., 781-7532, bccbooks.org. 

Thursdays at Readers: Weekly poetry readings. Thurs- 
days, 6:30 p.m., free. Readers Bookstore, Building 
C, Fort Mason Center, S.F., 771-1076, friendssfpl.org. 

TMI Storytelling: Lost: Featuring Rachman Blake, Kay 
DeMartini, Joe Klocek, Dhaya Lakshminarayanan, 
Emily Epstein White, and more. Thu., Jan. 22, 7:30 
p.m., $10-$13, tmistorytelling.com. La Pefia Cultural 
Center, 3105 Shattuck, Berkeley, 510-849-2568, 
lapena.org. 

Zap Comix Celebration: Find out what made R. Crumb’s 
revolutionary underground comic one of the most 
historically significant ever published when artists 
Robert Williams, Victor Moscoso, and Paul Mavrides 
join Gary Groth and Ron Turner to salute the release 


#SeekSunValley 
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of The Complete Zap Comix collection. Thu., Jan. 22, 
7 p.m., free. City Lights Books, 261 Columbus, S.F., 
362-8193, citylights.com. 


MUSEUM EXHIBITS 
AND EVENTS 


Alcatraz Island. @Large: Ai Weiwei on Alcatraz: 
Assisted by international collaborators, Chinese 
activist artist Ai Weiwei — who can't leave his 
country because China's government confiscated 
his passport — creates a large-scale art exhibit for 
a site that symbolizes the measures authorities will 
take to utterly confine prisoners. Alcatraz stopped 
being a working prison in 1963, but its buildings and 
bars still evoke the harsh realities of confinement — 
and Ai Weiwei echoes that atmosphere with sound 
installations, sculptures, and mixed-media works 
that tackle issues of freedom and promise to be 
as thought-provoking as anything he’s ever done. 
Through April 26. $18.25-$30. aiweiweialcatraz.org. 
San Francisco Bay, S.F., 561-4900, nps.gov/alcatraz. 

Aquarium of the Bay. Otters: Watershed Ambassadors: 
The AOTB’s newest exhibit brings an adorable romp 
of North American river otters to Pier 39. Daily. Em- 
barcadero, S.F.,623-5300, aquariumofthebay.com. 

Asian Art Museum. In a New Light: The Asian Art 
Museum Collection: A display of more than 2,500 
objects from the museum's permanent collection 
explores the major cultures of Asia. Daily. Free 
with museum admission. From Two Arises Three: 
The Collaborative Works of Arnold Chang & Michael 
Cherney: A photographer (Cherney) and a Chinese 
ink painter (Chang) balance contemporary and 
traditional techniques in this exhibit featuring 
both collaborative and solo works. Tuesdays-Sun- 
days. Continues through March 1. Tradition on Fire: 
Contemporary Japanese Ceramics from the Paul 
and Kathy Bissinger Collection: Includes 22 works 
by 20 modern potters from Japan. Tuesdays-Sun- 
days. Continues through April 5. Tetsuya Ishida: 
Saving the World with a Brushstroke: The eight 
acrylic paintings in this intimate exhibit capture 
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the cultural sensitivity and social awareness of the 
young Japanese artist who passed away in 2005. 
Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through Feb. 22. 200 
Larkin, S.F., 581-3500, asianart.org. 

The Beat Museum. Permanent Collection: Glimpse 
into the poetic, exuberant lives of Jack Kerouac, 
Lawrence Ferlinghetti, Allen Ginsberg, Neal Cassady, 
and other Beat Generation characters via original 
manuscripts, memorabilia, letters, personal items, 
and other ephemera. Daily, 10 a.m.-7 p.m. $5-$8. 
540 Broadway, S.F., 399-9626, thebeatmuseum.org. 

Cable Car Museum. Permanent Collection: Located 
in a historic cable car powerhouse, the museum 
displays a variety of cable car gear, photographs, 
installations explaining how the cars work, and 
several antique vehicles. Daily. Free. 1201 Mason, 
S.F., 474-1887, cablecarmuseum.org. 

California Academy of Sciences. Habitat Earth: The 
California Academy of Sciences’ newest planetarium 
show redefines the traditional concept of astronom- 
ical presentation, turning the telescopes around and 
focusing on the greatest wonder of the universe 
— Earth itself — as it invites viewers to discover 
what it means to live in today’s connected world 
on the only planet known to sustain biodiversity 
and life. Daily. Animal Attraction: Exhibit about the 
wild courtship and mating strategies in the animal 
kingdom. Daily. Earthquake: Treat your senses to 
seismic overload in this exhibit that includes a 
walk-in Earth model illustrating plate tectonics, a 
recreation of a Victorian salon that shakes like two of 
San Francisco's most famous quakes, a planetarium 
show, interactive displays, and more. Daily. Penguin 
Feeding: Watch as the Academy's flightless friends 
are offered their breakfast and lunch. Daily, 10:30 
a.m. & 3 p.m. Coral Reef Dive: Scientists dive into the 
Academy's live coral tank and offer live explanations 
of its denizens. Daily, 11:30 a.m. & 2:30 p.m. Sharks 
and Rays: Learn about the Reef Lagoon’s residents. 
Tuesdays, Thursdays, 1:30 p.m. Ssssnake Encounter: 
Get up close and personal with some of the Acade- 
my's scaly, slithering inhabitants. Daily, 3:30 p.m. 


Sophie Spinelle 





THE UNSTOPPABLE MICHELLE TEA 


Having just given birth as a queer woman over the age of 40 — after blogging for xo- 
Jane about the long process of getting pregnant, and overseeing the production of 
her 2000 novel Valencia into a feature film directed by 21 filmmakers, and starting a 
new imprint under City Lights Books — Michelle Tea celebrates the publication of a 
memoir, How to Grow Up. Author of many other books including Rent Girl, Rose of 
No Man's Land, and the young-adult Chelsea Trilogy, Tea has a voice and a presence 
that will have you Googling the characteristic of being naturally imitable. Her life has 
been an unlikely series of adventures and, by many opinions — from those she’s af- 
fected through the troupe Sister Spit, or any member of the community she’s helped 
to foster here through Radar Productions — an unconventional success. She is read- 
ing from the new memoir at Books Inc. Castro, where she used to work. 

Michelle Tea speaks at 7:30 p.m. at Books Inc. Castro, 2275 Market St., S.F. 
Free; 864-6777 or booksinc.net. Evan Karp 
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NightLife: Weekly afterhours party featuring dance 
music, drinks, scientific presentations, hands-on 
activities, and more for people who like to pair their 
intellectual curiosity with a cocktail. Thursdays, 6-10 
p.m. $10-$12. calacademy.org/events/nightlife. 55 
Music Concourse, S.F., 379-8000, calacademy.org. 


California Historical Society Museum. Yosemite: A 


Storied Landscape: Exhibition detailing the story 
behind the 1864 passing of the Yosemite Grant Act 
and the ongoing impact of the wilderness area upon 
the history of the American West. Tuesdays-Sundays. 
Continues through Jan. 25. 678 Mission, S.F., 357- 
1848, californiahistoricalsociety.org. 


Cartoon Art Museum. The Art of the Boxtrolls: See 


concept art from The Boxtrolls, a new stop-motion 
animation film from the people who brought you 
Coraline and ParaNorman. Tuesdays-Sundays. 
Continues through Feb. 1. Slinging Satire: Masters 
of Political Cartoons: Views from both sides of the 
political spectrum are given cheeky artistic form in 
this exhibit that includes work by Mark Fiore, David 
Horsey, Kevin Siers, Tom Tomorrow, Matt Wuerker, 
and more. Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through 
March 9. Stranger Than Life: The Cartoons and 
Comics of M.K. Brown: Four-decade retrospective 
featuring many of the artist's own personal favorites. 
Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through Feb. 15. 655 
Mission, S.F., 227-8666, cartoonart.org. 


Charles M. Schulz Museum. Good Days & Bad Days: 


Juxtapositions in Peanuts: Charlie Brown's life had 
its ups and downs — well, okay, mostly downs — as 
this exhibit shows with a series of contrasting char- 
acter comparisons. Mondays, Wednesdays-Sundays. 
Continues through April 13. Peanuts in Wonderland: 
Characters from the world of Charles Schulz (and 
other cartoonists) inhabit the land of Lewis Carroll in 
this crossover art show. Mondays, Wednesdays-Sun- 
days. Continues through April 26. Ghosting Schulz: 
Learn about the artists who helped ghostwrite 
some of Charles M. Schulz's non-Peanuts cartoon 
strips. Mondays, Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues 
through June 7. 2301 Hardies Lane, Santa Rosa, 
707-579-4452, schulzmuseum.org. 


Conservatory of Flowers. Aquascapes: The Art of 


Underwater Gardening: Subaquatic plants form 
landscapes beneath the waves in this exhibit spot- 
lighting a variety of freshwater tropical flora from 
Africa, Asia, and South America. Tuesdays-Sundays. 
Continues through April 12. 100 John F. Kennedy 
Drive, S.F., 666-7001, conservatoryofflowers.org. 


Contemporary Jewish Museum. Arnold Newman: 


Masterclass: Over 200 B+W portraits comprise 
this retrospective of the famed photographer's 
lengthy career, including pictures of Capote, Dali, 
Picasso, Stravinksy, and many more. Mondays, 
Tuesdays, Thursdays-Sundays. Continues through 
Feb. 1. Hardly Strictly Warren Hellman: Anyone 
lucky enough to meet Warren Hellman, or see him 
perform at his signature cultural creation, Hardly 
Strictly Bluegrass, witnessed the utter joy and 
humanity that emanated from his being (and his 
banjo). The Contemporary Jewish Museum assem- 
bles rarely-seen videos of Hellman's performances 
in Golden Gate Park, along with special personal 
possessions like a banjo signed by star performers 
and a jacket covered with rhinestones and a Star 
of David. Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays-Sundays. 
In That Case: Havruta in Contemporary Art - Helena 
Keeffe & Jessica Prentice: A visual artist (Keeffe) 
collaborates with a chef and food activist (Prentice) 
for this second exhibition in the CJM's ongoing series 
of works inspired by modern readings of the Talmud. 
Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays-Sundays. Continues 
through April 14. J. Otto Seibold and Mr. Lunch: This 
exhibit dedicated to the much-loved children’s book 
author/illustrator (and the character based on his 
real family dog) includes full-color illustrations, 
storyboards, and rough digital image skeletons, 
plus interactive environments for kids. Mondays, 
Tuesdays, Thursdays-Sundays, 11 a.m. Continues 
through March 8. $10-$12. Drop-In Art Making: 
Weekly art workshops for kids and families. Sundays, 
1-3 p.m. Free with museum admission. 736 Mission, 
S.F., 655-7800, thecjm.org. 


de Young Museum. Keith Haring: The Political Line: 


Though his playful cartoon figures may not strike ca- 
sual observers as the work of a politically motivated 
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artist, this exhibition explores Haring's outraged 
opposition to nuclear weapons, racism, capitalism, 
environmental degradation, and other issues in over 
130 works, including large paintings, sculptures, 
subway drawings, and more. Tuesdays-Sundays. 
Continues through Feb. 16. Artist in Residence: lan 
Everard: Through Feb. 1. 50 Hagiwara Tea Garden 
Drive, S.F., 750-3600, deyoungmuseum.org. 

Exploratorium. Tactile Dome: One of the Explor- 
atorium’s earliest exhibits — a pitch-black maze 
designed to heighten one’s awareness of the 
sense of touch — reopens at the new location after 
a slight redesign. Tuesdays-Sundays. $12-$15 (in 
addition to regular museum admission). Permanent 
Exhibits: The family science museum's gigantic new 
complex is split into six separate gallery sections 
that focus on human behavior, senses & perception, 
biology, the environment, and much more — all 
with the Exploratorium’'s famously whimsical and 
interactive features. Tuesdays-Sundays, 10 a.m.-5 
p.m. Full-Spectrum Science: Exploratorium scientist 
Ron Hipschman lets you have fun with physics via 
hands-on activities and demonstrations that explore 
physical phenomena like sound, color, temperature, 
etc. Fourth Thursday of every month, 8 p.m.; Fourth 
Sunday of every month, 11 a.m., 2 & 3:30 p.m. 
Photographer's Playdate: The Aperture Foundation 
celebrates the publication of The Photographer's 
Playbook: 307 Assignments and Ideas with a day 
of photographic activities, panel discussions, short 
films, and more. Sat., Jan. 24, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. free with 
museum admission. Light Walks: Stroll around Pier 
15 and learn about sunlight’s changeable properties 
via hands-on experiments during these weekly walks 
held in honor of the late Bob Miller. Sundays, noon. 
Continues through Jan. 25. Free with museum ad- 
mission. Pier 15, S.F., 528-4444, exploratorium.edu. 

GLBT Historical Society. Out of the Boxes: Historical 
Society Opens Archives of Pioneering Historian Allan 
Bérubé: Bérubé was one of the pioneers in the field 
of community-based gay history that emerged in the 
1970s and early 1980s. The GLBT Historical Society 
has opened his papers for use by researchers. Daily. 
657 Mission, S.F., 777-5455, glbthistory.org. 

GLBT History Museum. Queer Past Becomes Present: 
Multipart exhibit tracing the history of queer youth 
activism, exploring lost S.F. “‘gayborhoods,” paying 
tribute to pioneering lesbian magazine The Ladder, 
spotlighting Bay Area HIV/AIDS organizations, and 
more. Mondays, Wednesdays-Sundays. 4127 18th St., 
S.F., 621-1107, glbthistorymuseum.org. 

The Holocaust Center of Northern California. Let- 
ters: 1938-1946: Letters selected from the center's 
archives that detail the harrowing danger of living 
in Nazi-occupied Europe. Mondays-Thursdays, 10 
a.m.-5 p.m. Free. 121 Steuart, S.F., 777-9060, tau- 
berholocaustlibrary.org. 

Legion of Honor. Bowles Porcelain Gallery: Porcelain 
from England and continental Europe. Tuesdays-Sun- 
days. The Salon Doré: Tuesdays-Sundays, 9:30 a.m. 
(415) 750-3600. 100 34th Ave., S.F., 750-3600, 
legionofhonor.famsf.org. 

The Marine Mammal Center. Marine Science Sundays: 
Learn about oceans and the wildlife within during 
classroom presentations and docent-led tours of 
the MMC. Second and Fourth Sunday of every month, 
10 a.m.-5 p.m. Free. 2000 Bunker Road, Sausalito, 
marinemammalcenter.org. 

Museum of Performance & Design. Instant Love: 
The MPD captures a bit of the enigmatic energy of 
live stage performances via snapshots, sketches, 
and selfies taken from rehearsals and backstage 
by some of the greatest performers of all time (in- 
cluding sweet drawings by legendary ballerina Anna 
Pavlova). Wednesdays-Saturdays. Continues through 
March 21. 893B Folsom, S.F., 255-4800, mpdsf.org. 

Museum of the African Diaspora. The Art of Elizabeth 
Catlett: Selections from the Collection of Samella 
Lewis: Nearly 40 works comprise this look back 
at the African-American artist's long career as an 
expressionistic sculptor and printmaker. Wednes- 
days-Sundays. Continues through April 5. Lava 
Thomas: Beyond: This two-part exhibition mixes 
some of the Bay Area artist's older works from the 
1990s with a new installation. Wednesdays-Sundays. 
Continues through April 5. $5-$10. 685 Mission, S.F., 
358-7200, moadsf.org. 


Cr ie! 


Mid-Winter Ski & Stay Package 


From $135* per person, per night/day. 
Includes lodging and lift ticket! 


*Based on 4 people in a standard 2 bedroom condominium located within 
easy walking distance to the main lifts. 3 night minimum stay required. 
Includes taxes and fees. Some restrictions may apply. 


SKIWHITEFISH.COM 
877/-SKI-FISH 


WHITEFISH 
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There’s still a place where 
fresh powder lasts, locals 
make you feel at home and 
your dollar goes further 


Welcome to Whitefish. 
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migraines? 


If so, you may want to consider a 
clinical research study. 


Participants receive study-related 


medical care and study medication at no cost anc 
be compensated for time and travel. 


TODAY'S RESEARCH MAY LEAD TO TOMORROW'S 
ANSWERS. 


Pacific Research Partners 


MIGRAINES? 
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Oakland Museum of California. Sunshine and Super- 
heroes: San Diego Comic-Con: Vintage comic books, 
convention paraphernalia, cosplay outfits, videos, 
and other items reflect upon the continuing influ- 
ence of the nation’s largest annual geek gathering. 
Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues through May 31. 
Fertile Ground: Art and Community in California: In 
collaboration with SFMOMA, the Oakland Museum of 
California dissects four artistic epochs of the last 70 
years: The 1930s and the circle around Diego Rivera 
and Frida Kahlo; the 1940s and ‘50s and the painters 
and photographers connected to the California 
School of Fine Arts (Diebenkorn, David Park, et al.); 
the 1960s and ‘70s and the artists affiliated with UC 
Davis (Thiebaud, Robert Arneson, et al.); and the 
1990s and current scene that's associated with the 
Mission District (Barry McGee, Ruby Neri, et al.). Each 
period is worth the attention. Getting all four is like 
winning a lottery. Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues 
through April 12. 1000 Oak, Oakland, 510-238-2200, 
museumca.org. 

Old Mint. Sundays at the Mint: The city's de facto local 
history museum opens its doors for weekly building 
tours and viewings of its inaugural exhibit, Our City 
Innovates, about San Francisco's role as a sociocul- 
tural pioneer. Sundays, 1-4 p.m. $5-$10. sfhistory.org. 
88 Fifth St., S.F., 537-1105, sanfranciscomuseum.org. 

Randall Museum. Drop-In Science Workshop: Each 
week kids and parents can participate in artistic 
activities that illuminate some aspect of science. 
Saturdays, 10:30 a.m. $4; $3. Meet the Animals: 
Live presentations about the animals who live at 
the museum. Saturdays, 11 a.m. Free. 199 Museum, 
S.F., 554-9600, randallmuseum.org. 

San Francisco Airport Museum. Dual Natures in 
Ceramics: Eight Contemporary Artists from Korea: 
Through Feb. 22. SFO International Terminal, S.F., 
650-821-6700. 

San Francisco Botanical Garden. Fotanicals: The Se- 
cret Language of Flowers: Floral photography by Viet- 
namese artist joSon on display in the Helen Crocker 
Russell Library. Mondays, Wednesdays-Sundays. 
Continues through April 30. Magnificent Magnolias: 
Annual spring bloom of the garden's dozens of rare 
magnolia trees. Through March 31. Martin Luther King 
Jr., S.F., 564-3239, sfbotanicalgarden.org. 

San Francisco Maritime National Historical Park 
Visitor Center. A Walk Along the Waterfront: Historic 
memorabilia, nautical artifacts, slide presentations, 
and large-scale decorative installations recreate 
the sights and sounds of San Francisco's bustling 
shipping and fishing industries in this free daily 
exhibit. Daily, 9:30 a.m.-5 p.m. Free. 499 Jefferson, 
S.F., 447-5000, nps.gov/safr. 

San Francisco Museum of Craft & Design. Chris Eck- 
ert: Mechanical Parables: The local artist showcases 
his interactive kinetic assemblages inspired by the 
aesthetics of vintage machinery. Tuesdays-Sundays. 
Continues through April 19. Data Clay: Digital Strat- 
egies for Parsing the Earth: Ceramics artists and 
designers manipulate the shapes of their chosen 
materials with modern computer technology in this 
group exhibit. Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through 
April 19. 2569 Third St., S.F., 773-0303, sfmcd.org. 

Stanford University, Cantor Arts Center. Loose 
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in Some Real Tropics: Robert Rauschenberg's 
“Stoned Moon” Projects, 1969-'70: The Pop Art 
icon had a front row seat for NASA's Apollo 11 moon 
launch in July 1969, and this resulting exhibit shows 
his creative response to the historic event via 
lithographs, collages, drawings, and documentary 
photos. Mondays, Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues 
through March 16. Free. Pop Art from the Anderson 
Collection at SFMOMA: Local collectors Harry and 
Mary Margaret Anderson recently donated over 
100 of their post-war artworks to Stanford, so to 
celebrate Cantor is borrowing 10 from the SFMOMA’s 
own collection, including works by Rauschenberg, 
Oldenburg, Warhol, and more. Through Oct. 26. 
Free. 328 Lomita, Palo Alto, 650-723-4177, museum. 
stanford.edu. 

University of California Botanical Garden. Following in 
the Bartrams’ Footsteps: Exhibit featuring 44 original 
artworks based on the plant discoveries of colonial 
botanists John and William Bartram, who explored 
the raw wilderness of eastern North America 
between the 1730s and 1790s. Through Feb. 15. Free 
with garden admission. 200 Centennial, Berkeley, 
510-643-2755, botanicalgarden.berkeley.edu. 

The Walt Disney Family Museum. All Aboard: A 
Celebration of Walt’s Trains: From the 1929 cartoon 
Mickey's Choo-Choo through the space-age mono- 
rails of Disneyland, trains held a special place in Walt 
Disney's heart. This exhibit collects photos, videos, 
and other artifacts — including working scale model 
trains — in honor of his long fascination. Mondays, 
Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues through March 15. 
104 Montgomery, S.F., 345-6800, waltdisney.org. 

Yerba Buena Center for the Arts. Alien She: A 
multidisciplinary tribute to the radical spirit of 
the Riot Grrrl movement, as illustrated by DIY 
zines, posters, music selections, original visual 
art, and more. Featured artists include Tammy 
Rae Carland, Miranda July, Faythe Levine, Allyson 
Mitchell, L.J. Roberts, Stephanie Syjuco, and Ginger 
Brooks Takahashi. Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues 
through Jan. 25. Landscape: the visual, the actual, 
the possible?: 26 works explore the environmental 
ramifications of technology upon ecology in this cre- 
ative collaboration between American and Chinese 
artists. Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues through 
Jan. 25. Kota Ezawa: Boardwalk: A 2-D recreation 
of the Funtown Pier boardwalk and amusement park 
in Seaside Heights, NJ — the destruction of which 
became an iconic image of Hurricane Sandy's wrath 
— constructed in the YBCA’s Third Street courtyard. 
Through Nov. 30. Free. Nate Boyce: Polyscroll: Video 
and sculpture combine in the local artist's array of 
mutating shapes, forms, and images. Starting Jan. 
23. Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues through April 
5. 701 Mission, S.F., 978-2787, ybca.org. 


THEATER 


Beach Blanket Babylon: Steve Silver's musical revue 
spoofs pop culture with extravagant costumes. 
Wednesdays-Sundays, $25-$130, beachblanketbab- 
ylon.com. Club Fugazi, 678 Green, S.F., 421-4222, 
beachblanketbabylon.com. 

Blithe Spirit: Reprising the role for which she won a 
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Tony Award in 2009, stage legend Angela Lansbury 
plays séance-hosting Madame Arcati in this latest 
revival of Noél Coward's popular comedy full of 
hauntings and hijinks. Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues 
through Feb. 1, $45-$175. Golden Gate Theatre, 1 
Taylor, S.F., 551-2000, shnsf.com. 

The Cable Car Nymphomaniac: Although new to the 
local scene, FOGG Theatre's inaugural show actually 
travels to the past — specifically the 1970 San Fran- 
cisco cable-car sex scandal in which a woman sued 
Muni for $500,000, claiming that a bump on the Hyde 
Street line caused her to have unquenchable sexual 
desires. It's a musical, naturally, but don’t dance 
along too much, lest you, too, hit your head and 
become a litigious nympho. Wednesdays-Sundays. 
Continues through Jan. 31, $25-$30, foggtheatre. 
org. Z Below, 470 Florida, S.F., 626-0453, zspace.org. 

Foodies! The Musical: A musical comedy revue of 
songs and sketches that take a humorous look at 
the current food scene. Fridays, Saturdays, 8 p.m., 
$34, foodiesthemusical.com. Shelton Theater, 533 
Sutter, S.F., 433-3040, sheltontheater.com. 

Haiku Tunnel: A neurotic office worker's daily travails 
may not lead to a huge payday, but at least they can 
be mined for comedy gold in these repertory perfor- 
mances of Josh Kornbluth’s acclaimed monologue. 
Thursdays-Saturdays, 8 p.m. Continues through Feb. 
7, $20-$100. The Marsh Theater, 1062 Valencia, S.F., 
826-5750, themarsh.org. 

Hick: A Love Story: Crackpot Crones' Terry Baum 
portrays Lorena Hickok — journalist, writer, and love 
interest of Eleanor Roosevelt — in this solo show 
co-presented by the freshly revived Lilith Theater. 
Thursdays-Sundays. Continues through Jan. 25, $20, 
crackpotcrones.com. Berkeley City Club, 2315 Durant, 
Berkeley, 510-848-7800, berkeleyhistorichotel.com. 

Indian Ink: Tom Stoppard’s colorful drama about 
creativity, culture, and colonialism returns to the 
very stage where it first premiered in America in 
1999. Tuesdays-Sundays, 8 p.m. Continues through 
Feb. 8, $20-$180. American Conservatory Theater 
(A.C.T.), 415 Geary, S.F., 749-2228, act-sf.org. 

Into the Cole: Singer/actor Aaron Akins reveals the 
personal impact that one musical legend — Nat King 
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Cole — made on his own life in this solo performance 
that mixes songs and drama. Fridays, Saturdays, 8 
p.m. Continues through Feb. 7, $20-$100. The Marsh 
Berkeley, 2120 Allston, Berkeley, 510-704-8291, 
themarsh.org. 

Knights of Revery: Two bespoke gentlemen escort 
you through playful dreamstates in these interactive 
and improvisational performances. Through Jan. 24, 
8 p.m., $15+, knightsofrevery.com. Viracocha, 998 
Valencia, S.F., 374-7048, viracochasf.com. 

The Lariat: ScolaVox presents the world premiere of 
a new comic opera directed by Jayne Wenger and 
featuring music by local composer Lisa Scola Prosek. 
Jan. 23-24, 8 p.m.; Jan. 30-31, 8 p.m., $30, scolavox. 
org. The Thick House, 1695 18th St., S.F., 401-8081, 
thickhouse.org. 

Late: A Cowboy Song: Maria Leigh, Brian Martin, 
and Laren Preston star in this new Custom Made 
staging of Sarah Ruhl's gender-defecting early 
play dedicated to eccentric urban lady cowboys 
who “ride outside the city limits of convention.” 
Thursdays-Sundays. Continues through Feb. 1, $20- 
$40. The Custom Made Theatre Co., 1620 Gough, 
S.F., 798-2682, custommade.org. 

Monday Night Marsh: Musicians, actors, performance 
artists, and others take the stage at this regular 
staging of works in progress. Mondays, 7:30 p.m., 
$7. The Marsh Theater, 1062 Valencia, S.F., 826-5750, 
themarsh.org. 

Poets Theater 2015: The First Night: Featuring works 
by Will Alexander; Jen Coleman; Tom Comitta, Yume 
Kim, and Amy Berkowitz; Drew Cushing; Gloria Frym; 
Heather Gibbons and Angela Willetts; lvy Johnson 
and Kate Robinson; Becca Klaver; Jenn McCreary; 
Davida Small; and Chet Wiener. Fri., Jan. 23, 7 p.m., 
$10-$25, smallpresstraffic.org. The Omni, 4799 
Shattuck, Oakland, omni-oakland.org. 

Poets Theater 2015: The Second Night: Featuring 
the world premiere of Dinner Plus Theater by Tanya 
Hollis and Kevin Killian. Sat., Jan. 24, 7 p.m., $10-$25, 
smallpresstraffic.org. Little Boxes Theater, 1661 
Tennessee, S.F., 603-0061, https://littleboxestheater. 
wordpress.com. 

Rough Readings Series: Tiny Boyfriend: The Play- 


The Bay Area’s very own Scott Capurro graces Doc’s Lab to tape an episode of his 
podcast, titled, appropriately, The Scott Capurro Podcast. Capurro came up 
in Daly City, and in the past SF Weekly has referred to his standup persona as 
“deadpan, ever-alert, and hilarious.” For the podcast, Capurro welcomes Beth 
Lisick and other guests, and he’s engaging with the audience as well, so you too 
could be a part of his podcast episode! The comic bravely promised, via a Face- 
book post, that the night should be “VERY fun” (all caps his). Capurro, who ap- 
peared in the San Francisco-set Mrs. Doubtfire back in the day, will surely put on 
an excellent show filled with humor, observations, and humorous observations. 
Scott Capurro records The Scott Capurro Podcast at 8 p.m. at Doc’s Lab, 
124 Columbus Ave., S.F. $12; 649-6191 or docslabsf.com. Emilie Mutert 
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ULTS ARE MAGICAL 


BUT IT’S NOT MAGIC 


rUS ID N SAN FRANCISCO 
Me : Vay, February 26th 
‘Save your seat now 


wrights Foundation presents an unstaged reading of 
the new dramatic work in progress by Phillip Howze. 
Tue., Jan. 27, 7 p.m., pay what you can. Tides Theatre, 
533 Sutter, S.F., 399-1322, tidestheatre.org. 

Satyr Night Fever: The new year is the time of rebirth, 
so we're thrilled to announce the return of SF The- 
ater Pub, which has scaled back barroom theater 
performances as of late, to a new local bar. The first 
of many monthly shows — Satyr Night Fever, written 
by Annette Roman and Bryant Turnage, and directed 
by Greg Young — follows a satyr unlucky in love. 
Mon., Jan. 26, 8 p.m., free/donation, sftheaterpub. 
wordpress.com. PianoFight, 144 Taylor, S.F., 816-3691, 
pianofight.com. 

Shit & Champagne: D’Arcy Drollinger’s exploita- 
tion-crazed drag comedy kicks its way into a new 
home with its not-to-be-denied combo of campy 
melodrama, trashy retro crime action, and flashy 
dance moves. Thursdays-Saturdays, 7 p.m. Continues 
through Feb. 14, $25-$30, darcydrollinger.com. Oasis, 
298 Tith St., S.F., 985-4442, sfoasis.com. 

Solo Sundays: A monthly showcase of solo perfor- 
mances. Last Sunday of every month, 7 p.m., $12-$25, 
solosundays.com. Stage Werx, 446 Valencia, S.F., 
stagewerx.org. 

Super Scene: Longform improvisational theater com- 
petition where the audience chooses the winners 
and losers. Saturdays, 8 p.m. Continues through 
Jan. 31, $17-$20, improv.org. Bayfront Theater, 16 
Marina, S.F., 474-6776. 

Theatresports: BATS Improv returns to its roots for a 
three-month series of team-based improvisational 
theater competitions. Fridays, 8 p.m. Continues 
through March 27, $17-$20, improv.org. Bayfront 
Theater, 16 Marina, S.F., 474-6776. 

Three Little Birds: The Bay Area Children’s Theatre 
stages a new reggae musical utilizing the songs of 
Bob Marley and based on a story by his daughter 
Cedella. Starting Jan. 24, Saturdays, Sundays, 11 
a.m. & 2 p.m. Continues through Feb. 15, $18-$22, 
bactheatre.org. Freight & Salvage Coffee House, 
2020 Addison, Berkeley, 510-548-7603, freightand- 
salvage.org. 

Too Much Light Makes the Baby Go Blind: A twice- 
weekly theater experiment in which the S.F. Neo-Fu- 
turists attempt to perform 30 short plays ... in 
random order ... ina mere 60 minutes ... witha 
ticking timeclock to keep them honest. Fridays, 
Saturdays, 8 p.m. Continues through Jan. 31, $10- 
$16, sfneofuturists.com. Exit Theatre, 156 Eddy, S.F., 
673-3847, theexit.org. 

Tree: Jon Tracy directs this regional premiere of Julie 
Hébert’s knotty emotional drama in which a black 
man from Chicago and a white woman from Louisiana 
try to come to terms with the revelation that they 
share a familial bond. Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues 
through March 7, $20-$120. San Francisco Playhouse, 
450 Post, S.F., 677-9596, sfplayhouse.org. 

X's and 0's (A Football Love Story): Playwright (and 
pro sports fan) K.J. Sanchez tackles the tough issue of 
football players who suffer brain trauma during their 
time on the gridiron in a world premiere drama di- 
rected by Tony Taccone. Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues 
through March1, $29-$79. Berkeley Repertory’s Thrust 
Stage, 2025 Addison, Berkeley, berkeleyrep.org. 
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Everything is Illuminated 


Two new shows shed light on corners of civil unrest that are usually left in the dark. 


By Jonathan Curiel 


As a teenager in his native It- 
aly, Filippo Minelli participated in the 
2001 antiglobalization protests that de- 
volved into violence and bloodshed. With 
George W. Bush, Tony Blair, and other 
world leaders meeting in barricaded sec- 
tions of Genoa, police in the streets used 
tear gas and rubber bullets to disperse 
Minelli and other G8 protesters, who 
countered with, among other things, 
smoke bombs. Genoa resembled a war 
zone, with fumes and haze choking the 
air and the lungs of anyone without a 
mask. 

“There was this huge quantity of 
smoke coming from both directions,” 
says Minelli. “It was the thing that was 
silencing the scene. You couldn't see 
anything. It was hiding the people, all 
the messages. It was also making ev- 
erything silent in the acoustic aspect. 
It’s almost like fog — it makes every- 
thing soft.” 

As an artist now in his early 30s, 
Minelli is still throwing colorful smoke 
bombs — but now they’re landing in 
forests, deserts, and urban spaces of his 
choosing, and the clouds that emerge 
fill air with no one else around. No pro- 
testers. No police. No witnesses except 
Minelli. In his new San Francisco photo 
exhibit, “Nothing to Say,” the smoke 
depicts the silence he saw in Genoa and 
other protest sites. 

By deploying tools of protest into 
outdoor settings that seem counter- 
intuitive — by staging visual mani- 
festations of absolute quiet with no 
one around — Minelli turns symbols 
of activism into something altogether 


poetic and even spiritual. In Genoa and 
other sites of activist gatherings, the 
cacophony of demonstrators’ voices 
creates power in numbers. In Mendoci- 
no, one of many locations featured in 
“Nothing to Say,” the power is in the 
puffs of smoke grenades and in nature’s 
majesty — as though Minelli were 
channeling a radicalized Ansel Adams. 

Minelli’s photos, which also feature 
several San Francisco locations, are 
connected to his series called “Silence/ 
Shapes,” which he began in 2009 to 
“give a physical shape to silence.” Dem- 
onstrators around the world often use 
silence to promote their cause. The 
tactic might seem counterproductive 
in an era when the loudest voices 
seem to get the loudest response. But 
retreating into silence can elucidate 
issues that the loudness has obscured. 
It’s cleansing. 

That’s one thing “Nothing to Say” 
communicates so well. In each image, 
Minelli isolates a single smoke bomb 
in a single setting whose exact location 
is unannounced. Words don’t matter 
there. What makes the images work 
are the drifts of smoke — blue, pink, 
and white clouds that emanate from 
the bottom of the scene and begin their 
ascent over lakes, trails, and streets 
of Southern and Northern California. 
What gets unleashed, Minelli tells me, 
“is like a hidden power.” 

“Nothing to Say” is Minelli’s first 
U.S. exhibit and the inaugural exhibit 
at 886 Geary Gallery, a space inside 
Justin Giarla’s Tenderloin building that 
also houses White Walls Gallery and 
Shooting Gallery. Giarla has given the 
Bay Area artist Poesia the reins to cu- 


rate and direct 886 Geary Gallery, and if 
“Nothing to Say” is an indication of the 
work to come, Giarla has solidified his 
Tenderloin address as a destination of 
new art that demands to be seen. 


What’s it like to deal with the 
Ku Klux Klan? San Francisco artist Christy 
Chan has firsthand experience — both 
growing up in rural Virginia, where the 
KKK urged her Chinese immigrant family 
to leave the area, and on the phone as an 
adult when she connected with a KKK 
seamstress to make an authentic KKK 
robe to use in Chan’s video art. Both expe- 
riences infuse “Who’s Coming to Save 
You?,’ an exhibit at Southern Exposure 
that employs a bit of satire to examine a 
racist group with a brutal 150-year-long 





Filippo Minelli 


Filippo Minelli’s photos make 
the chaos of protest into a quiet, 
meditative act. 


history of cross-burnings, lynchings, and 
ominous scare tactics. 

In As Seen on TV, Chan incorporates 
the opening footage of the 1980s TV 
series Knight Rider, which starred David 
Hasselhoff as a crime-fighter with an 
intelligent muscle car. KKK members 
are also called “Knight Riders,” and in 
key scenes of As Seen on TV, Chan sub- 
stitutes an actor in KKK robes for the 
Hasselhoff hero, and has him driving 
audaciously, drinking Champagne from 
a flute glass, laughing with beautiful 
women, and posing like he’s special. It’s 
caustic and sarcastic make-believe. 


More real are the phone conversa- 
tions that Chan had with a KKK seam- 
stress in Alabama named “Miss Anne,” 
whom Chan hired to make the robe that 
her actor wears so snugly in As Seen on 
TV. Chan’s exhibition features a line-by- 
line text of those calls, and it’s a surreal 
blueprint of the banalities and practical- 
ities that go into KKK membership. 

Chan: “What we want is just the 
most regular robe, so when people see 
the play, they go, “That is a KKK outfit.” 

Miss Anne: “Then you want white. 
No stripes.” 

Chan: “Great.” 

Miss Anne: “T like plain white myself.” 

With two actors, Chan is perform- 
ing a re-enactment of those phone calls 
at Southern Exposure on Jan. 22. The 
exhibit lets her, she says, “explore the 
larger questions of racism. For me, the 
questions are: What is power? Who 
gets to have it? And, how is power 
an illusion? I’m interested in the fact 
that power and powerlessness are all 
an illusion — an individual one anda 
collective one. For me, the humor is an 
honest response to absurdity. A lot of 
things about racism aren't rational.” 

No, they aren't. In Chan’s exhibit, art 
imitates life, and the views it presents 
of the KKK are both bite-size and bit- 
ing. Chan downsizes the KKK in a way 
that is new and entirely appropriate. 


“Filippo Minelli: Nothing to Say” 
Through Feb. 7 at 886 Geary Gallery, 
886 Geary, S.F. Admission is free; 
(408) 805-5626 or 

886geary.com 


“Christy Chan: 

Who’s Coming to Save You?” 
Through Jan. 24 at Southern Exposure, 
3030 20th St., S.F., as part of 

“Sets,” avideo and performance series 
that runs through March 7. On Jan. 

22 at 7:30 p.m., Chan performs a re- 
enactment of her phone calls witha 
KKKseamstress. Admission is free; 
863-2141 or soex.org 





Know Your Street Art 


Duboce Bikeway 
Mural 


Southeast Corner of Duboce 
Avenue and Church Street 


When it was completed in 1998, 
the Duboce Bikeway Mural stood out 
for its length and its artistic perspec- 
tive. Here was a mural that was 14 feet 
high and 340 feet long — almost the 
length of a city block. And here was a 
mural that, documenting a San Fran- 
cisco bike journey, had soaring over- 
head views of the Bay Area; intimate 
close-up views of foliage, animals, and 
trails; and scenes that pivoted easily be- 
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tween day and night. Hundreds of peo- 
ple attended the mural’s unveiling, 
where speeches were made, balloons 
were flown, and lead artist Mona 





Caron, mural organizer Joel Pomer- 
antz, and the artwork’s 100 volunteers 
were celebrated for finishing one of San 
Francisco’s greatest street art projects. 
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Seventeen years later, the mural is 
still a triumph, but the vast majority 
of people who see it only glance for 
a few seconds. That’s because they’re 
riding Muni’s N-Judah and J-Church 
lines, which pass the art going to 
and from the nearby underground 
tunnel. And the tunnel’s railings 
obscure the mural for some of that 
ride. Still, says Pomerantz, the 
Duboce Bikeway Mural offers a 
daily dose of artistic pleasure — as 
indicated by the informal polls that 
Pomerantz does while he rides those 
same Muni lines. 

“I’ve gone on the trains that go 
past the mural, and I’ve talked to 
people, giving them informative 
speeches about the mural — I figure 
that people passing want to know 
more, Pomerantz says. “And I’ve had 
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fantastic reactions. Yes, people occa- 
sionally get grumpy [when I talk to 
them], but mostly people get into it. 
They even sometimes applaud.” 

“As a producer,’ Pomerantz adds, 
“the main measure of the art isn’t 
the sophistication or the style or the 
technique. For me, it’s how much 
impact does it have on people’s lives. 
And I think it has impact still.” 

The best way to see the Duboce 
Bike Mural is on foot, by walking its 
entire length and noticing all the 
small details that make it stand out. 
My favorite: the flying bicyclist with 
goggles and Wright Brothers-like 
wings who’s gliding sideways past the 
Transamerica Building. Might happen 
one day. Caron’s and Pomerantz’s 
mural looked to the past and to the 
future for its vivid inspiration. JC 
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SAN FRANCISCO STOP BUYING FAKE GELATO, 
FAKE SHERBERT AND FAKE COOKIES!!! 
Dont’ be fooled by FAKE COOKIE COMIPANIES . we are the ONLY 


collective in the Bay Area to work with Berner and the Cookie Fam, and we are 
the only Bay Area collective with Authentic Cookie Fam Genetics. Home of the 


Official Cookie Fam SUNSET SHERBERT and GELATO anc 
Official BERNER’S COOKIES. 
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5234 Mission St. San Francisco, CA 94112 


@CookiesSF215 | 
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GET BAWDY WITH HUNDREDS OF FRIENDS 


Bedtime Stories 


Every month in the Mission, 
there’s a line around a corner of Mari- 
posa Street as couples, triads, and local 
celebrities huddle in the fog awaiting ad- 
mittance to the Verdi Club. The lit- 
tle-known haunt, which feels like a hip 
Elk’s Lodge, is where Bawdy Storytelling 
has been playing to sold-out crowds of 
several hundred people for years. 

The show combines two of human- 
kind’s oldest art forms — sex and 
storytelling — then adds some stiff 
drinks, icebreakers, free vibrators, and 
a few filthy ukulele songs. The result is 
one of the best date nights the city has 
to offer. 

Each show is a curated evening of 
true stories of sexual adventure told 
without notes by writers, comedians, 
rock stars, and real people. Past guests 
include Seattle sex columnist Dan Sav- 


age as well as local sex-positive bigwigs 


like Carol Queen of the Center 
for Sex and Culture and 
lesbian werewolf-fic- 
tion writer Allison 
Moon. 

Bawdy also 
hosts events in 
Los Angeles 
and Seattle, 
but it began 
here in San 
Francisco. 

The Verdi 

Club is an Ital- 
ian-American 
social club found- 
ed in 1916, and 
people have been 
dining, dancing, and 
schmoozing there for close 
to acentury. Maybe it’s just me, but 
there’s something extra naughty about 
telling raunchy stories in a place where 
people get married and have family 
reunions. 

An evening runs like clockwork as 
200-plus audience members find their 
seats and wait in line for drinks. 

The line at the bar is a little in- 
timidating, but the wait is mitigated 
by generous bartenders and Bawdy’s 
raunchy bingo-inspired icebreaker: 
Bang-O. 

The idea is to get people chatting 
about their sexual adventures before 
the show even starts. To play, attend- 
ees must ask questions of their fellow 
audience members, and check off the 
boxes where each activity is listed. So 
waiting in line for a dirty martini can 
include conversations with strangers 
about their unrealizable sexual fanta- 
sies, or the orgy they had at last year’s 
Burning Man. Fill out your entire card, 
and you could win a monstrous gift 
bag of space-age vibrators from Lelo. 

The host and founder of Bawdy 
Storytelling, Dixie de la Tour, takes 
the stage at 7 p.m. sharp with plenty 
of Southern hospitality and San Fran- 
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cisco sex positivity. She’s been hosting 
underground sex events in the Bay 
Area for more than 15 years, and she 
holds a “Ph.D. in sex-positive culture,” 
according to the event’s website, 
bawdystorytelling.com. 

The show I went to Jan. 3 opened 
with ukulele-wielding singer-songwrit- 
er Rachel Lark — one part Garfunkel 
and Oates and one part Melissa Ether- 
idge — who premiered a song about 
accidentally on purpose sleeping with 
her roommate/best friend. 

Next we heard from a drama 
therapy student whose former life 
included doing telemarketing for the 
Republican Party by day, and moon- 
lighting as a gay phone sex operator 
by night — needless to say, one night 
he forgot which call center he was at, 

and an incredibly hot, 
gay, Republican 
role-play fetish 
was born on 
both sides of the 
phone line. Oth- 
er storytellers 
included a fetish 
model/morti- 
cian, a come- 
dian, and an 
Emmy-nom- 
inated film- 
maker. Each 
performance 
was a story 
that you'd be 
honored to hear 
in the wee hours 
of the morning at a 
drunken party: some 
poignant, some hilarious, 
and some truly hot. 

De la Tour works with all storytell- 
ers, coaching and supporting them by 
bringing their story to the stage, thus 
ensuring the stories are brave, bold, 
and just polished enough for the show 
to really clip along. Performers only get 
10 minutes onstage, and while there’s 
not a vaudeville-style hook to pull 
people offstage when their time is up, 
going overtime is not tolerated. 

The audience is a mixed bag of San 
Francisco communities — burners, 
swingers, sex workers, techies, and 
even some tourists. The show has 
become so popular that there are two 
shows a night: a 7 p.m. show followed 
by a completely different (and some- 
times more explicit) 10 p.m. show. 

The show is just raunchy enough to 
please the perverts of this city, but safe 
enough for vanilla folks to dip their toe 
into sex-positive culture for the night. 
Fair warning: Many people start out 
as audience members, but find them- 
selves onstage telling all their dirtiest 
secrets to a packed house just a few 
months later. 


TheWhoreCast@gmail.com 
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FILM REVIEWS 





The Humbling 

Rated R. Opens Friday. 
You know how Al Pacino has for years 
seemed like an unfortunate parody of 
himself? No dummy, Pacino seems to 
recognize this, and he channels his recog- 
nition, unsteadily, into The Humbling. 
Arguably the same could be said for 
Philip Roth, whose 2009 novel is the 
source of director Barry Levinson’s film, 
in which Pacino plays an over-the-hill ac- 
tor having delusions and an affair with 
his lesbian goddaughter. She’s played by 
Greta Gerwig, in such a way that it’s 
never clear whether to feel sorry for her 
or grateful. “I have been thinking about 
you inappropriately since it was really in- 
appropriate,” she tells him at one point, 
but also asks, “So what happened with 
your acting?” The reasonableness of that 
question notwithstanding, their chemis- 
try just seems bogus, and anyway, who 
really wants to see another dated Ro- 
thian tightrope walk between male viril- 
ity and virulence? It’s a mopey, silly 
situation, whose only tension comes 
from our perpetual fear that Levinson is 
about to make us watch a somber drama 
copulating with a farce. The adaptation 
was co-scripted by Buck Henry and Mi- 
chal Zebede — he famously the writer of 
The Graduate, way back in the presump- 
tive halcyon days of edgy age-inappropri- 
ate romance; she whose previous credit is 
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the TV show Devious Maids. Subplots 
waste willing supporting actors including 
Dianne Wiest, Nina Arianda, Charles 
Grodin, and Dylan Baker (though it’s to 
Baker’s great credit that as the Pacino 
character’s shrink, seen entirely on 
Skype, he doesn’t seize a perfect excuse 
to phone it in). But then, the main plot 
wastes the main actors too. Jonathan 
Kiefer 


Match 

Rated R. Opens Friday. 
Stephen Belber’s Match is based on his 
own play, and most of its running time is 
three characters in a few settings. But 
that’s just one less main character than 
the similarly claustrophobic Who's Afraid 
of Virginia Woolf ?, and while Match is no 
Woolf?, it’s still a nice little character 
piece. Tobi (Patrick Stewart) is a ballet in- 
structor at Juilliard who is visited by two- 
out-of-towners, Lisa (Carla Gugino) and 
Mike (Matthew Lillard). This nice 
straight couple claim to be working ona 
dissertation about the history of dance in 
the New York of the 1960s, a subject with 
which the flamboyant (if not necessarily 
out-of-the-closet) Tobi is intimately fa- 
miliar. But all is not quite as it seems, and 
before long they’ve descended into duh- 
rama worthy of Albee, with screaming 
and recriminations and what can only be 
described as a rape scene. Possibly the 


The Humbling 
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Match 
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main value of Match is that while Stewart 
nails the quiet moments — particularly 
the quiet desperation of being alone, 
queer, and aging in an indifferent city — 
his performance isn’t necessarily toned 
down for film. Few things are more en- 
tertaining than Stewart playing to the 
cheap seats, and since most of us will 
probably never get to see him in a live 
performance, Match may be the next best 


thing. Sherilyn Connelly 


Two Days, One Night 

Rated PG-13. Opens Friday. 
This latest from Belgian brothers Jean- 
Pierre and Luc Dardenne, the directing 
duo known for no-frills social realism of 
refreshing truthfulness, stars Marion 
Cotillard as an emotionally unstable 
woman who runs a gauntlet asking for- 
mer solar panel factory workmates to 
buy back her job by forgoing their bo- 
nuses. This is the Dardenne version of a 
high concept. And Cotillard is unmistak- 
ably an international movie star, but 
also clearly one of the best movie actors 
in the world. In Two Days, One Night, her 
character’s campaign is both heroic and 
humiliating, its trajectory not at all pre- 
dictable, and Cotillard’s grasp of the 
feedback-loop between precarious men- 
tal health and vocational irresolution is 
profound. The co-workers’ reactions, 
too, tend to be riveting; in one of the 
most heartrending scenes, one guy, 
openly ashamed at having opted for the 
bonus, bursts into tears almost as soon 
as he sees her. The movie has no fancy 
camera bullshit, no overwrought and 
music-stoked catharsis. It may be useful 
to think of it as a labor-relations variant 
of the legal procedural 12 Angry Men, or, 
as the Dardennes themselves have inti- 
mated, as a crypto-Western series of 
showdowns. And it may work as a dis- 
sertation on the trickling consequences 
of economic downturn, but what’s more 
important is that it works, bracingly, as 
a drama. JK 
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“TA] psychological 
horror-thriller hybrid” 


—The Hollywood Reporter 


“Savage... Immoral... 
Utterly Depraved” 


—Variety 

“| wasn’t able to take 
my eyes off the screen” 

—JoBlo 
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WELL GO USA 


NEW YORK CITY, 1981 
THE STAKES ARE HIGH 
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Berkeley - Landmark's California Theatre Mountain View - Century Cinema 16 


Pleasant Hill - Century 16 Downtown Pleasant Hill & XD SAN JOSE 


Kabuki Cinemas MARIN COUNTY Campbell - Camera 7 Pruneyard 
(41 5) 929-4650 I san Rafael - Century Regency San Jose - CinéArts Santana Row 


ACADEMY AWARD 
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BEST ACTRESS JULIANNE MOORE 
“TD, ‘A REMARKABLE FEAT OF ACTING.’ 
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OPENING 


Cake Each year we talk of Oscar snubs as if they're 
not subjective, as if meritoriousness by Academy 
standards is some kind of measurable certainty. 

When will we ever learn? In the meantime we 

can verify that Jennifer Aniston has not been 
rewarded with a best-actress nomination for 
playing diligently against the twinkle-eyed wry 
warmth that is her comfort zone and indeed her 

true appeal. In Cake, she’s stiff, suffering, and 
suicidal, your mostly unwelcoming hostess for an 
extended pity party of personal tragedy. Rather 

a literal zombie, for reasons the movie takes 

too much time but not enough care to explain, Lo 
Aniston's signature lurching move here is to 
push people away — a husband (Chris Messina), 
a physical therapist (Mamie Gummer), an entire 
chronic-pain support group, even the ghost of a 
dead friend (Anna Kendrick), and for that matter 
the friend's widower (Sam Worthington) too. At 
least the tolerant housekeeper (Adriana Barraza) 
stays around long enough to drive her to Tijuana 
for some extra painkillers. But are these people 
even characters, or mere dramatic purposes? 
It seems that writer Patrick Tobin and director 
Daniel Barnz wanted to create an opportunity for 
Aniston, but something doesn't bode well about a 
protagonist so often seen lying prone in cranked- 
down passenger seats. And, like the piercing ache 
that awaits her every exertion, triteness looms. 
We may safely presume the movie's title is a bitter 
and self-conscious reminder about having one’s 
cake and eating it too. And we may declare that the 
most upsetting sort of Oscar snub is the one that 
reeks of bait not taken. But that’s all subjective, 
of course. (JK) 

The Duke of Burgundy It goes against the straight 
world’s conventional wisdom about kinkiness, 
but when BDSM is done properly, the submissive 
actually has all the power, no matter how in- 
tense it may get. Peter Strickland's The Duke of 
Burgundy explores this and many other aspects 
of a master-slave relationship between Evelyn 
(Chiara D’Anna) and the slightly older Cynthia 
(Sidse Babett Knudsen), two entomologists who 
engage in carefully scripted sadomasochistic 
rituals when they're not studying or lecturing 
about butterflies and larvae. There are some early 


indications that Strickland is straight-up messing 
with the audience, including a “Perfume” credit in 
the opening titles (a “Detergent” credit wouldn't 
have been out of place, either), or the presence 
of obvious mannequins at the lectures. But the 
highly formalistic Duke of Burgundy is playing a 
deeper game than that, coming across as like a 
film Peter Greenaway never got around to making, 
while also homaging 1970s Euro-horror films more 
than any film since Xan Cassavetes 2013's Kiss of 
the Damned. For all its creative photography and 
editing, the picture's real strength is the casting 
— Sidse Babett Knudsen can speak volumes with 
her sad eyes — though Strickland also gets points 
for making use of Nurse With Wound's Soliloquy for 
Lilith, one of the greatest works of drone music of 
the 20th century. (SC) 


itering With Intent Adam Rapp’s comedy Loitering 


with Intent is about a number of things, but it might 
have been better served by being about more 
about fewer things. Old friends Dominic (Michael 
Godere) and Raphael (Ivan Martin) are frustrated 
New York actors who have 10 days to write a script 
from scratch, so they sequester themselves in 
Dominic's family’s dilapidated house upstate. Said 
sequestering is interrupted by the arrival of Dom- 
inic’s sister Gigi (Marisa Tomei) and her hot young 
friend Ava (Isabelle McNally), whose primary story 
purpose is to distract the boys with her hotness, 
including getting topless for no other reason than to 
ensure the film gets an “R” should it ever face the 
MPAA. Further interruptions take the form of Gigi's 
macho-shithead boyfriend Wayne (Sam Rockwell), 
looking to reconcile with the Raphael-smitten Gigi, 
and Wayne's literal bro Devon (Brian Geraghty), the 
latter of whom sets his sights on Ava, her being 
super-hot and all. There are some deeper themes 
about both the creative process and the business 
of show (such as the frustration of being given a 
professional opportunity, only to have it taken away 
just as quickly because that's how things work), but 
Loitering with Intent tends to lose them in favor of a 
Southern Gothic tribute in which nearly everyone's 
a Faulknerian idiot man-child. (SC) 


Song One Hey, gently broody troubadour, my coma- 


tose brother was your biggest fan — wanna make 
out? For better or worse, being Anne Hathaway 
means getting away with movie setups like this. 
Song One finds Hathaway doing anthropology Ph.D. 
fieldwork in Morocco, then being summoned back 
to New York by news of a car accident involving 
the brother (Ben Rosenfield) with whom she fell 
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out when he bailed on college to try music. After 
welling up at his hospital bedside for a while, 
rummaging through bro's journal leads her to the 
Dobro-wielding songsmith who first inspired him, 
a sort of Nick Drake by way of Bon Iver by way of, 
well, Johnny Flynn, who plays the part. Sweet 
downbeat indie folk ensues (mostly written by 
Jenny Lewis and Jonathan Rice), which you'd 
better like if you want to get through this. Here 
making her feature debut, writer-director Kate 
Barker-Froyland has a talent for scoring talent, 
and particularly the right people for what this 
movie is. (Mary Steenburgen plays the Hathaway 
character's semi-estranged mom.) Song One seems 
unabashedly fond of romantic rooftop wee-hours 
hangouts in front of Manhattan skyline bokeh 
backdrops. It's all tenderness and no cynicism 
in this little world, a safe place for Hathaway's 
doe-eyed emotionalism. But Barker-Froyland also 
seems alert to why such a place, even a cursory 
fictional one, might be important to some people, 
and to the challenge of channeling intense yet 
delicate feelings into creative work. (JK) 


ONGOING 


A Most Violent Year In case we ever wondered, writ- 


er-director J.C. Chandor has patiently illustrated, 
in A Most Violent Year, that 1981 New York may not 
have been the best time and place for entrepreneur- 
ial advancement in the home heating-oil delivery 
business. The ever-magnetic Oscar Isaac stars as 
a would-be tycoon, looking dapper in his camel hair 
coat, talking softly and with precision, strategically 
holding eye contact for too long, and struggling to 
maintain his integrity. Plans to expand his business 
have brought pressure both ethical and financial: 
The D.A. (David Oyelowo) is watching him too closely, 
rival haulers are hijacking his trucks and stealing 
the oil, the union wants him to arm his drivers 
with handguns, and his wife (Jessica Chastain), a 
mobster’s daughter, apparently would rather bea 
moll than just a bookkeeper. Perhaps worst of all, 
his lawyer (Albert Brooks) isn't necessarily leveling 
with him. A period piece with the word “violent” 
right there in its title (New York crime stats bear 
that out), staged and shot to look like the first two 
Godfather films (shadowy amber compositions look 
for that expressive sweet spot between sepia and 
sallow), A Most Violent Year might disappoint some 
viewers by stoking unfair expectations. Instead 
of an over-cranked opera, it’s really just a subtle 
character study, and areiteration of the perceptive 
question Chandor has been asking for three films 
now: With his self-made world maybe inevitably 
coming apart, what's a man to do? (JK) 


FILM SHOWTIMES 


Arthouse listings compiled by John Graham. 
To submit a listing (at least 10 days before issue 
date), email film@sfweekly.com. 


4-Star Theatre. Little Accidents: Sara Colangelo’s 


debut feature elaborates on her 2010 short of the 
same name, but the full-length version of Little 
Accidents is its own story, about how the aftershocks 
of a fatal coal mine accident radiate along small-town 
socioeconomic fault lines, and it allows for a great 
breakout performance by relative newcomer Boyd 
Holbrook as the disaster’s only survivor. Daily. The 
Search for General Tso: lan Cheney's entertaining 
documentary about General Tso's Chicken, a staple 
on Chinese menus across America, asks the inherent 
question behind the sweet-and-spicy dish — General 
Who, now? Andis this really, like, his chicken? — and 
is also ahistory of the Chinese immigrant experience 
in America, as the way into the hearts of xenophobic 
white Americans was through their stomachs, 
especially their love of deep-fried meat drenched 
in sauce. Daily. 2200 Clement, San Francisco, 666- 
3488, Intsf.com/4-star-theatre.html. 


Balboa Theatre. Big Eyes: Beautifully photographed 


and emotionally compelling, Big Eyes is Tim Bur- 
ton's best film since Ed Wood, telling the story of 
Margaret Keane (Amy Adams), the artist behind 
those paintings of saucer-eyed waifs that you've 
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probably seen without knowing quite who made 
them. Daily. It’s Gonna Blow!!!: Documentary about 
San Diego's independent/punk music scene from 
1986-'96, including such killer bands as Drive Like 
Jehu, Rocket from the Crypt, The Locust, Heavy 
Vegetable, Crash Worship, Heroin, Antioch Arrow, 
Swing Kids, and more. Wed., Jan. 28, 7:30 p.m. $7.50- 
$10. sdmusicdoc.com. 3630 Balboa, San Francisco, 
221-2184, balboamovies.com. 


The California Theatre. Changing Boundaries: The 


History of San Jose: Film premiere of a new docu- 
mentary narrated by Peter Coyote. Thu., Jan. 22, 7 
p.m. $25-$50. 345S. First St., San Jose, 408-792-4111, 
californiatheatre.sanjose.org. 


Castro Theatre. Noir City 13: ‘Til Death Do Us Part: 


Thirteen is the unluckiest number of them all, as the 
protagonists in San Francisco's 13th annual film noir 
festival will find out over the course of 25 movies, 
all of which prove that marriage doesn’t always end 
happily ever after. Through Jan. 25. $120 for festival 
passport. noircity.com. But I’m a Cheerleader: The 
cult satire about gay conversion therapy gets the 
Peaches Christ treatment with star Natasha Lyonne 
joining drag queen cheerleaders onstage for a 
Sketchfest special event. Tue., Jan. 27, 7:30 p.m. 
$25. peacheschrist.com. 429 Castro, San Francisco, 
621-6120, castrotheatre.com. 


Clay Theatre. Still Alice: Julianne Moore's performance 


as a well-to-do woman stricken with Alzheimer's 
before her time redeems Richard Glatzer and Wash 
Westmoreland’s cringe-drama, which otherwise 
doesn't say anything new about the disease (though 
some seriously tacky product placement does 
imply that Pinkberry may be somehow related). 
Daily. 2261 Fillmore, San Francisco, 267-4893, 
landmarktheatres.com. 


Dark Room Theater. Bad Movie Night: Manos - The 


Hands of Fate: Hosts Sherilyn Connelly, Alexia 
Staniotes, and Tim Kay get fancy with the recently 
restored high-definition edition of this head-scratch- 
ing old MST3K fave. Sun., Jan. 25, 8 p.m. $6.99. 2263 
Mission, San Francisco, 401-7987, darkroomsf.com. 


Embarcadero Center Cinema. Birdman: In Alejandro 


Gonzalez lfarritu’s bold comment on the uncertain 
new frontier of performing arts, Michael Keaton plays 
the wounded, ambitious, has-been star of a superhe- 
ro-movie franchise, now mounting his own Raymond 
Carver adaptation on Broadway. Daily. The Theory 
of Everything: In director James Marsh's gauzy 
and chastely reverential movie, Eddie Redmayne 
relishes the physically challenging role of young 
astrophysicist Stephen Hawking, bending himself 
through a progression of wheelchairs from 1960s 
Cambridge toward the gnarled, impish, computer- 
-voiced transglobal keynoter we all know and love 
today. Daily. The Imitation Game: After breaking 
Nazi codes, basically winning World War II, and 
pretty much inventing the computer and modern-day 
artificial intelligence, British mathematician Alan 
Turing was then chemically castrated for being gay 
and poisoned to death with cyanide. Last year the 
Queen granted Turing a posthumous pardon, but 
nothing really says “we're sorry” like Benedict 
Cumberbatch playing him in a posh, Oscar-hungry 
historical thriller. Daily. A Most Violent Year: A1981 
NYC period piece with the word “violent” right 
there in its title, writer-director J.C. Chandor’s A 
Most Violent Year might disappoint some viewers 
by stoking unfair expectations. Instead of an over- 
cranked opera, it’s really just a subtle character 
study about a would-be heating oil tycoon, and a 
reiteration of the perceptive question Chandor 
has been asking for three films now: With his self- 
made world maybe inevitably coming apart, what's 
a man to do? Daily. Mr. Turner: Mike Leigh directs 
Timothy Spall as the prolific 19th-century English 
painter J.M.W. Turner, whose work became a sublime 
segue from Romantic landscapes to Modernist 
abstractions, and whose personal life — as robustly 
inhabited by Spall — apparently contained multitudes 
of gropes and grunts. Daily. 1 Embarcadero Center, 
San Francisco, 267-4893, landmarktheatres.com. 


Exploratorium. Saturday Cinema: Weekly thematic film 


screenings presented in the Kanbar Forum by the 
Exploratorium’s Cinema Arts program. Saturdays. 
Free with museum admission. Pier 15, San Francisco, 
528-4444, exploratorium.edu. 


Jewish Community Center of San Francisco. Woman 


in the Moon: Seminal Detroit techno DJ Jeff Mills 
brings his sci-fi obsessions to bear upon a live 
“Cinemix" soundtrack to Fritz Lang's 1929 silent 
science fiction film, in which German scientists plan a 
rocket expedition auf dem Mond in order to claim the 
Moon's precious gold. Fri., Jan. 23, 8 p.m. Sold out. 
3200 California, San Francisco, 292-1200, jccsf.org. 


Opera Plaza Cinemas. Citizenfour: The centerpiece 


of Laura Poitras’ new documentary about Edward 
Snowden is Poitras and journalist Glenn Greenwald 
interviewing Snowden in June of 2013, where 
Snowden explains just how thoroughly our gov- 
ernment violates the world's privacy. Though he 
disappears for much of the second half to go into 
exile, his presence remains — and if the film ends 
abruptly, that’s only because the real-life story is 
still far from over. Daily. Human Capital: Paolo Virzi's 
drama follows a group of interconnected upper-class 
individuals during the events of a particularly joyless 
Christmastime, and when a server is accidentally 
killed after a fancy-pants event, nobody gets away 
clean — though having money sure helps, especially 
if you know how much a human life is worth. Daily. 
A Girl Walks Home Alone at Night: There's nothing 
not to get excited about in this feature-length debut 
by Ana Lily Amirpour. Not only is it shot in glorious 
black and white, it's also an Iranian (!) vampire (!!) 
western (!!!), complete with Ennio Morricone-style 
music. lf that doesn't turn you on, you may already 
be dead. Daily. 601 Van Ness, San Francisco, 777- 
3456, landmarktheatres.com. 


Presidio Theatre. Match: Few things are more enter- 


taining than Patrick Stewart playing to the cheap 
seats, and since most of us will probably never get 
to see him ina live performance, Match — a nice little 
character piece starring Stewart as a flamboyant (if 
not necessarily out-of-the-closet) ballet instructor 
at Juilliard — may be the next best thing. Starting 
Jan. 23. Daily. 2340 Chestnut, San Francisco, 776- 
2388, Intsf.com. 


Roxie Theater. Appropriate Behavior: Probably the 


first breakup movie told from the perspective of 
a Persian bisexual in Brooklyn, writer and director 
Desiree Akhavan’'s very funny film captures, among 
other things, the terror of trying to get back into 
the dating scene when you don't really fit it into any 
scene — beware of falling swingers — as well as the 
desperation of going ahead with a skeezy OkCupid 
hookup, just because it’s better than letting your 
life slip by. Through Jan. 22. Loitering with Intent: 
Adam Rapp's comedy is about a number of things, 
including some deeper themes about both the 
creative process and the business of show, but 
Loitering with Intent tends to lose them in favor of 
a Southern Gothic tribute in which nearly everyone's 
a Faulknerian idiot man-child. Jan. 23-29. Shot for 
Shot: The Lexington Club on Film: Put together by 
local film teacher Elena Oxman, this program offers 
clips from the movies that Lex owner Lila Thirkield 
has allowed to be shot in her bar, including Oxman's 
own urban adventure Lit and Jackie Strano & Shar 
Rednour’s pitch-perfect How to Pick Up Girls. Sun., 
Jan. 25, 7 p.m. $10. 3117 16th St., San Francisco, 
863-1087, roxie.com. 


Sundance Kabuki Cinemas. Song of the Sea: Folklore 


is life in Tomm Moore's animated masterpiece, a 
stunning visual tapestry and a simple story about 
how any family's grief for a lost loved one can 
be as deep and vast as a national mythology. It 
demonstrates, as maybe only a great animated film 
can, how ordinary life teems with wonder. Starting 
Jan. 23. Daily. 1881 Post, San Francisco, 346-3243, 
sundancecinemas.com/kabuki.html. 


Yerba Buena Center for the Arts. New Anime!: The 


exclamation point is theirs, but it’s appropriate, as 
the YBCA features some of last year’s best anime 
films — including Koji Masunari's Welcome to the 
Space Show (Jan. 8, 10, and 11), Yasuhiro Yoshiura's 
Patema Inverted (Jan. 15, 17, and 18), and Isao 
Takahata's The Tale of Princess Kaguya (Jan. 22, 
24, and 25) — plus Mami Sunada’s rare peek inside 
anime powerhouse Studio Ghibli, The Kingdom of 
Dreams and Madness (Jan. 31). Thursdays, Satur- 
days, Sundays. Continues through Jan. 31. $8-$10. 
ybca.org/new-anime. 701 Mission, San Francisco, 
978-2787, ybca.org. 
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A KID IN THE KAHN’S COURT 


Spice Traitor 


My history teacher in college 
called bullshit on Marco Polo. After 
Herodotus was accused of making up 
his historical works, scholars started to 
doubt the journals of Polo. Who travels 
for years in China and never once men- 
tions chopsticks? To be fair, they’ve 
been optional at every Panda Express 
I’ve been to. But in this day and age 
when people still manage to plagiarize, 
even though they know that all we have 
to do is Google what they said or wrote 
(helloooo, Dr. Ben Carson), folks still 
manage to do it. So | completely believe 
that way back then in the time of zero 
accountability and few bragging rights, 
Marco Polo could’ve used what knowl- 
edge he had as a tradesmen and perhaps 
hearsay from other travelers he met to 
make it look like he was indeed the first 
white guy to chronicle the Far East. 
With this ambiguity it’s pretty apt that 
he has a swimming pool game named 
after him in which you are blindfolded 
and your destination keeps changing. 

None of these fascinating tidbits 
has anything to do with the new Net- 
flix series Marco Polo, which might 
explain why it is the worst-reviewed 
television program in the last 12 
months, beating out Grumpy Cat’s 
Worst Christmas Ever. It’s certainly 
not that terrible, imho, but it is be- 
yond derivative, with dialogue 
like, “The blood of an 
adventurer courses 
through your veins,” 
and tired cliches. A 
champion swordsman 
bites into a piece of fruit 
menacingly and then 
tosses it up into the air so 
he can quadrisect it with 
one flick of his saber. A fat, 
fur-bedecked Kublai Khan 
sits on a big throne at the 
end of a vast, dim room with 
20-foot doors and chuckles 
menacingly. His minions line 
the dark recesses at the sides 
of his castle, their faces mostly 
covered but their eyes staring 
out ... menacingly. Khan does, 
however, have a Jersey accent at 
times, which is an interesting twist. 

The plot is what you'd expect 
as well. Young guy with adventure 
coursing through his veins is aban- 
doned by his father in a strange land 
where he is taken under the wing of 
Kublai Khan and witnesses a great 
many orgies. There are power strug- 
gles and awkward cultural run-ins. 
All that’s left is an empress with very 
long fingernails stroking Foo Dog ... 
menacingly. 

So yes, Marco Polo, presumably 
Netflix’s answer to Game of Thrones, is 
getting impaled. But I guarantee you 
one thing: There are folks out there 
who love it. Love love love it. I’ve 
seen a few in my Facebook feed. 
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“Okay,” says one friend, “This Mar- 
co Polo show is fucking great.” 

“Yes!” replies his friend. 

“Alexander, a great conqueror, ” 
quotes another friend from Kublai 
Khan’s line in the show. “Twenty 
cities bear his name. I own all of 
them.’ And then I was like, “Holy crap! 
I want to watch this and see what 
Kublai says next!’” 

None of these people are dumb, ei- 
ther, in case you were wondering. But 
this is the same odd sea of nuts who 
also likes Once Upon A Time or what- 
ever new Syfy series emerges each 
season. I made the mistake of asking 
one of them to tell me what Once 
Upon A Time was about, and about 45 
minutes later her schematic and Venn 
diagram were completed. 

Perhaps people like this cling so 
strongly to these shows because they 
think that if they are obsessive and 
rabid enough that maybe the net- 
works won't cancel them. Well I’ve 
got some good news, nerds: Netflix 
doesn’t need to grab the market 
share of viewers for one hour for one 
night a week. It can release crap and 
if only 500,000 of you like it, that’s 
500,000 more people than it might 
have reached before. 
It’s not 






about appealing to the 
most people at the best time. If Net- 
flix finds a way to be indispensable 
to every single minute subset of 
audiences in America, no matter how 
small, it will remain a billion dollar 
company. 

This is great news, actually, be- 
cause at some point both you and | 
will fall under one of those minute 
subsets and be entertained beyond 
our wildest dreams. How else would 
Hemlock Grove have made it to three 
seasons? What’s Hemlock Grove, you 
ask? That’s the Netflix show about 
werewolves that absolutely no one 
has ever seen. 

This just in: Marco Polo has been 
renewed for a second season. 


KatyStC@Yahoo.com 
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> IT’S A RESTAURANT! IT’S A DINNER PARTY! 





Everyone's a Critic 





Lazy Bear's three-hour meals are unlike anything you've had before. 


By Anna Roth 


It takes a tremendous amount 
of confidence and talent to pull off what 
Chef David Barzelay and his formidable 
team are pulling off at Lazy Bear: a restau- 
rant masquerading as a dinner party, com- 
plete with cocktail hour in a lounge that 
could have been designed by Wes Ander- 
son, followed by dinner at one of two long 
communal tables set with wildflowers and 
notebook/menus that encourage diners to 
chronicle their experience, all in front of 
an open kitchen where chefs chat with 
guests about the ingredients they’re 
tweezing onto intricately arranged plates. 

It would be so easy for a concept like 
this to go off the rails, to be all affecta- 
tion and no substance, or worse, get so 
weighted down with pretension that 
it only catered to the most obnoxious 
type of foodie. Dishes on the $120, 
13-course dinners (with optional $75 
drink pairings) are ripe for social media 
likes: One dinner included duck Slim 
Jims and hushpuppies, large hunks of 
lobster in XO butter sauce, medium-rare 
squab adorned with quivering hunks of 
newly legal foie gras. And the midcen- 
tury-modern-summer-campy trappings 
of the restaurant seem meant to be seen 
through an Instagram filter. 

Barzelay was a lawyer before he be- 
came a self-taught chef and about five 
years ago began hosting dinner parties 
in his Duboce Triangle apartment, 
which eventually expanded into a pop- 
ular and highly regarded underground 
restaurant, Lazy Bear, an anagram of 
his last name. His multi-course dinners 
were a cult favorite, eventually becom- 
ing the No. 1 rated restaurant on Yelp 
with a mailing list of 20,000 people who 
applied for tickets via a lottery system. 
Last September, thanks in part to in- 
vestments from some deep-pocketed 
fans, Barzelay opened a brick-and-mor- 
tar in the Mission. The goal was to keep 
the spirit of the dinner parties alive 
even after going legit. 

To this end, Lazy Bear uses the 
ticketing system developed by Alinea 
in Chicago — you pay in advance for 
a seating at 6 or 8:15 p.m., like buying 
a ticket to a sporting event, and there 
are no refunds. (It also means that as a 
restaurant critic, you can accidentally 
make a reservation under your real 
name instead of a fake one because it’s 
the name attached to a credit card and 
you only realize after it’s too late. I share 
this in the interest of disclosure, not 
because I think it seriously affected my 
experience; Barzelay admits there’s not 
much he can do for a critic when serving 
40 meals at once, and my service and 
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food seemed congruous with the rest of 
the dining room and other reviews.) 
Getting tickets these days can take 
some doing. Your best bet is to follow 
the restaurant on Twitter to find out 
about periodic ticket drops, or subscribe 
to the mailing list, which is now up to 
27,000 fans also hungry for a seat. 


When you arrive for dinner at your 
set time, you're taken up to the balcony, 
kitted out like the type of living room you 
might find in any Mission Victorian, with 
midcentury sectionals, stump chairs, taxi- 
dermy, and shelves of 
vintage books. From 
this vantage point, you 
can look out over the 
main dining room (at 
an 8:15 seating, dessert 
was just being served 
for the 6 p.m. folks), ad- 
mire the upside-down 
tree hanging from the 
skylight, and watch the 
crowd arrive: mostly under 40, mostly 
white, many clutching phones to docu- 
ment the experience. 

Punch was served, a bitter apertif 
made with tequila, Campari, and green 
peppercorn syrup; you can also order 
cocktails, wine, and beer. (If you go cock- 
tails, get the Mum’s Reviver, a refreshing 
blend of gin, lemon, kiwi, guava, and 
plum brandy.) A team of waiters per- 
meated the room, serving nibbles: lux- 


3416 19th St., 874-9921, 
lazybearsf.com 

Hours: Seatings Tue-Sat 
6 p.m. and 8:15 p.m. 





uriously fluffy whipped scrambled eggs 
with housemade hot sauce and maple 
syrup; crudites dipped in a thin, creamy 
bone-marrow fondue; and a slate rect- 
angle adorned with duck bites, including 
duck liver mousse with marmalade, duck 
rillettes wrapped in a guava fruit roll-up, 
a duck confit hushpuppy, and that duck 
“Slim Jim” that had all the spiciness and 
snap of the gas station treat. 

I wanted to roll my eyes when a wait- 
er with a topknot offered me an oyster 
on a bed of polished river stones — it 
all seemed so self-consciously hip, and 
I started to wonder 
how much of the 
relentless hype had 
been about the 
restaurant's style 
over its food. But 
the briny Shingoku 
oyster was dressed 
with a froth made of 
citrus, togarashi, and 
dashi that beautifully 
brought out the flavors of the pristine 
Washington state inlet it came from. 
The rest of the meal was similarly great, 
playful and surprising, utterly delicious. 
More importantly, it was presented with 
enthusiasm, not snobbery. I never felt 
like I was a supplicant at a temple con- 
structed to Barzelay, as other fine dining 
restaurants sometimes suggest. Lazy 
Bear is centered around the diners, not 
the chef’s ego. 


Lazy Bear 
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Squab cozies up with seared foie 
gras in one of Lazy Bear's 13 
courses. 


Eventually we were led down to our 
seat at one of the two long tables in the 
dining room. Dinner’s a group experi- 
ence, meant to encourage you to talk to 
other people. Barzelay, red-haired and 
jocular, greets everyone from the front 
of the room, and lays out the rules: 
Courses come out all at once. A chef 
will explain the dish, but you should eat 
while they are talking. You can use your 
plaid-striped notebook and golf pencil to 
take notes on your food. And everyone 
is encouraged to come up to the kitchen 
between courses and talk to the chefs. 

In short, he’s asking everyone to en- 
gage with their meal and the restaurant 
as deeply as any critic, something that 
a culture steeped in Top Chef and mod- 
ernist cooking kits is more equipped to 
do now than ever. The kitchen is having 
fun (even when chefs are assembling 
food, they’re remarkably calm and ap- 
proachable; Barzelay says he’s “just not 
a yeller”), and that takes the edge off. It 
seems to make guests feel comfortable 
asking questions and actually engaging 
with the food itself and not just the idea 
of having eaten it, as foodie culture can 
too often encourage. 


The meal starts with brown butter 
brioche, served with butter from a culture 





that Barzelay has been developing for two 
years to the point where it’s funky, almost 
like cheese. The bread is warm. You don’t 
have any utensils, so you have to eat with 
your hands. It’s paired with a bright Mus- 
cadet that wakes up the palate. 

It’s followed by a salad of sorts, an 
arrangement of bright sorrel with local, 
sweet spot prawns, poached geoduck, 
and garden snails fed on basil. The tex- 
tural contrast between the crisp sorrel 
leaves and quivering prawns is a treat. 
Then comes lobster in XO butter sauce, a 
super-rich and buttery dish punctuated 
by spicy Tokyo turnips. A different chef 
comes out and introduces the dishes 
each time, super-casually, occasionally 
cursing. In between, as they build each 
dish, they’re happy to explain technique 
or chat about anything. 

Charred onion broth is like ramen, 
salty thanks to Benton’s ham from Ten- 
nessee (salt and fat are two recurring 
themes in the meal — it’s a splurge in 
more ways than one). Floating in it is a 
confit egg yolk the consistency of fudge, 
and bits of apple that provide both 
textural and flavor counterparts to the 
salty umami of the broth. Then comes 
squab, medium rare, with seared, silky, 
newly legal foie gras and a crunch of 
almond nougatine. 

The main is a showstopper: rare 
Wayegu beef served with a sauce that 
combines Thai green curry and French 
au poivre sauce, both which emphasize 
green peppercorns to a stunning effect. 
It’s followed by several desserts: a kiwi 
palate cleanser that’s fragrant and light; 
a nutty amalgam of candy cap mush- 
rooms that’s sweet and cinnamony; and 
a plate of treats and cookies including a 
smoky s’more. The restaurant’s in-house 
barista comes by peddling coffee and tea. 

It’s all over around 11:15 p.m. The 
last cookie has been eaten, the last of 
the dessert wine has been slurped. We 
know our neighbors a little better, and 
all sit in the afterglow of a great meal 
— ameal that we didn’t just have, but 
which also had us. The city has many 
remarkable prix-fixe dinners for under 
$100, at places like Rich Table, Flour + 
Water, and Commonwealth. But if you 
have the means to afford one of these 
fantastical dinners (and, it has to be 
said, not many do), you're buying more 
than a ticket for dinner: You're paying 
for a whole evening, an experience, an 
education. I went in wondering how it 
could possibly live up to the hype, and 
[left wondering how long it would take 
me to save up before I could go on the 
ride again. 


Anna.Roth@SFWeekly.com 


SFWEEKLY.COM 






Indochine: 
Worthy 


Substitute for 
Sunflower 


By Julie Kramer 


If you’re sad that cheap-but- 
tasty Sunflower wilted and closed re- 
cently, take heart: A new place called 
Indochine has blossomed in the space 
next door. Though it’s owned by the 
same folks, Indochine is a step up from 
Sunflower: clean, pretty, and inviting, 
with one wall covered in a’*70s-esque 
purple flower pattern, white globe lights 
shedding soft light on the simple wood 
tables, and fairy lights twinkling in back. 
The servers are attentive and friendly, 
and, for now at least, the noise level 
is low. 

Indochine serves vegan cuisine, 
all of it Asian, and most of it fairly 
healthy. You can have fried wonton 
and spring rolls, but there are also 
good-for-you options like fresh spring 
rolls and mango salad. Soups (hot-and- 
sour, Korean tofu), noodles (pho, chow 
mein, and chow fun), clay pot, and 
bibimbap share a menu with entrees 
like lemongrass vegan “chicken” and 
yellow curry. There’s even a funny little 


RECENT OPENERS 


A weekly listing of new dining spots around 
town. To recommend a place, e-mail 
fresheats@sfweekly.com. 


Ad Lib: While The French Laundry undergoes a re- 
model, Chef Thomas Keller and team are popping 
up at Napa’s Silverado Resort and Spa. The menu 
is “classic American dishes” like tableside Caesar 
salad and steak tartare, root vegetable pot pie, and 
braised beef short rib Wellington. 1600 Atlas Peak 
Road, Napa, (707) 257-0200, silveradoresort.com 

Californios: The new contemporary Mexican restaurant 
inthe Mission from Sons & Daughters alum Val Cantu 
is tasting menu only. The seven-course meal will set 
you back $57 with optional $35 bev pairing, and here’s 
the kicker: You don’t see the menu until it’s all over 
(accommodations can be made for vegetarians). 3115 
22nd St., 757-0994, californiossf.com 
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Affordable vegan with 
an Asian bent comes 
to Valencia. 





reer i 2. Ba 


Western section that offers vegan fish 
and chips and a “tuna” sandwich. 

On a recent chilly San Francisco 
evening, a friend and I shared the Ko- 
rean-style tofu soup, which was mildly 
spicy and brimming with crumbled 
tofu, broccoli, zucchini, carrots, mush- 
rooms, and cabbage. Our entree, Viet- 
namese fragrant clay pot rice, was so 
good that both of us continued scoop- 
ing up forkfuls long after we were full. 

The clay pot is uncovered to reveal 
a huge mound of sizzling rice topped 
with vermicelli, strips of soy protein, 
slightly sweet shiitake mushrooms, 
black fungus, and Napa cabbage; cilan- 
tro is scattered over the top. You toss all 
of the ingredients, then drizzle with the 
condiments on the table: two types of 
chili sauce, diced chiles, and sweet soy. 
The rice had a good crispy crust, and 
while the dish lacked the caramelized 
sauce of a catfish clay pot, it did have an 
enticing fragrance, true to its name. 

I’m guessing that Indochine will 
become a very popular spot; it offers 
quality vegan food at reasonable prices 
(entrees range from $10 to $12.50), an 
appealing dining room, and a location 
a few blocks from 16th Street BART. 
Sunflower still has a location on Potre- 
ro Hill, if you’re missing it, but I’m glad 
a new place sprouted here. 


Indochine 
508 Valencia, 701-0700, 
indochinevegan.com 
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KobedQ: The Inner Richmond gets another Korean bar- 
becue place, this one from the team behind izakaya 
Kaiju Eats. The eclectic menu also features ginseng 
chicken, ramen, and fried rice with Kobe beef. 4116 
Geary, 702-6695 

Neighbor Bakehouse: Brick-and-mortar from Tartine 
and Spruce pastry alum Greg Mindel serves up 
baked goods like a pistachio blackberry twice-baked 
croissant and Valrona chocolate claw to hungry 
Dogpatch residents and commuters. Mindel will 
also be selling bread for the first time. 2343 Third 
St., neighborsf.com 

The Progress: The long-anticipated second restaurant 
from State Bird Provisions chefs/owners Stuart Brioza 
and Nicole Krasinski has finally arrived. The menu is 
all family-style meals in various configurations of 
courses. Good luck getting a reservation (the bar 
is open for walk-ins). 1525 Fillmore, 673-1294, 
theprogress-sf.com 
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rotisserie & grill 
Where Latin Fusion Meets Urban Chic 
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2427 3rd St, SF 
415-913-7163 
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*Excluding Saturday, when we are closed for lunch. 
Service begins at 5:30pm on Saturday 


www.gilberths.com 





HAYSTACK TRADITIONAL 


— ITALIAN RESTAURANT —— 


=) 


COME IN AND 
CHECK OUT OUR 


NBELIEVABLE 
WINE MENU 


TRIS 


Olivé 


LETTERS NEWS COVER STORY 


THE CALENDAR ARTS & CULTURE 


> 


AY 
‘A; 


~wZ 
a0 -" 


i¢ 
) 9. 


Ne 
% 


._* 
-* 


ITALIAN FARE & PIZZA” 


FAMILY OWNED | 
: _ SINCE 1972 | 7 


PRIVATE PARTIES ORDER ONT ANTS 
4 UP LO 30 Mad 2 AA E 17) God WEN OF \@ fd VA Ae OOK | 
: HANDMADE Mm ee Ha &a, 

PIZZA | # mos 3881 24TH ST 


es a’ a. — BETWEEN VICKSBURG & SANCHEZ 


OPEN LATE BoC 
/ 0N WEEKENDS) 75 Gy wae pte 


ole] > 7. V40), | 
DE ESPERANZA 


Benefit Art Exhibit 
D)iSJe) fe \alarem-~Vaem Brelar-inare 
By Over 30 Artists 
aialcelerclamm-le)acr-lav, 


TS PPERTY ALbaE 


& .% 415.255.8201 
546 VALENCIA ST 





MUSIC JANUARY 22-28, 2015 37 


LUNCH 
SPECIALS 
EVERYDAY 


COMES WITH SOUP OF THE DAY + RICE 


STARTING AT $6.95 


DINE IN » PICKUP 
FREE DELIVERY 
525 HAIGHT ST 


SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94117 
415.525.3065 


SERVING THE 


FINEST NY STYLE PIZZA 


FOR 25 YEARS! 










2109 Polk 
345-0600 


3242 22" St. 333 Bush 
206-0555 421-0700 


WWW.ESCAPEFROMNEWYORKPIZZA.COM 
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Hand Made and Fresh 
Over 20 Kinds of Dim Sum 
Dumplings 
Pot Stickers 
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Pancakes 


THE DOLLAR IS STILL 
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TAKE OUT: 2048 Taraval St. 415.665.6617 
W; _. DINE IN: 1/13 Taraval St. 415.566.6143 


R FALL IN LOVE, HAPPENS, GROWS AND STAYS 
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A SAN FRANCISCO 
TRADITION 


FOR OVER 65 YEARS! 


NING OF NOODLES 


— Hand-Pulled Everyday — 
1639 Irving St., 415.566.8318 


IS" HOUR OF PARKING 
FREE @ AMC 


Alvarado vs Rios 
Welterweight 
© Felony e)(eyarcyalle) 


3200 24th Street 
@ S. Van Ness 
415-550-7510 

Mon-Fri 11AM-2AM 
Sat-Sun SANM-2AM 
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Cooking 
Lessons From 
Chez Panisse 


By Alix Wall 
With all the cookbooks from 


the Bay Area’s beloved restaurants — 
Bar Tartine, Tacolicious, and Brown 
Sugar Kitchen, to name a few — that 
came out this past fall, it was easy to 
overlook Twelve Recipes by Cal Peternell 
(Harper Collins), a chef with almost 20 
years tenure at Berkeley’s beloved Chez 
Panisse. 

After all, who shells out more 
than $20 for a cookbook with only 12 
recipes? But the title is misleading. 
Yes, there are 12 recipes and corre- 
sponding chapters for each one, some 
ingredient-based and some tech- 
nique-based. But each one contains 
numerous variations on a theme. 

Chapter one is called “toast” — 
and we all know that no one would 
buy a cookbook in order to learn how 
to crisp up bread. But that chapter 
features several variations on crumbs 
and croutons, an ingredient that 
many of the later recipes require. 
There are chapters for beans, chicken, 
pasta with tomatoes, pasta without 
tomatoes, and then each one has 
more recipes around it: For example, 
the bean chapter has recipes for bean 
gratin, dals, and various soups and 
spreads. 

The idea for this book came to 
Peternell when the oldest of his three 
sons left for college. He thought his 
kids had naturally picked up how to 
cook by osmosis, but realized that 
besides eating, and occasionally do- 
ing one specific task in the kitchen, 
like plucking herbs, they actually 
had picked up very little. People who 
live on their own should have basic 
knowledge of how to cook, he rea- 
soned, intending for the book to bea 
kind of manual for his son. Then, he 
figured that others could benefit from 
it, too. 

His tone is casual and conversa- 
tional, and makes you feel you have 
a friend in the kitchen with you, 
cheering you on. “Go, right now, and 
soak some dried beans in a lot of cold 
water. I'll wait here. Tomorrow, when 
you're cooking them, you'll thank 
me.” 

If you feel you could use help with 
the basics, like exactly how to roast a 
chicken, or how to make the perfect 
meatballs or pasta, this is the book 
for you. More seasoned cooks will no 
doubt skip over how to chop an onion 
and the importance of mirepoix, but 
there’s plenty of interest for us, too. 

As food journalist Michael Pollan 
says in his foreword: “This is the book 
Pll give to all those friends who tell 
me they can’t cook.” 
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Bay Guardian 


“Best of the Bay” 


1998, 1999, 2000, 2001, 2002, 
2003, 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008, 


2009, 2012, 2013 


2288 Mission St. @ 19th 
(415) 252-9560 
1003 Market St. @ 6th 
(415) 864-6773 
Come visit our newest location: 


3211 Mission St. @ Valencia 
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A CLEAN, UNDISRUPTED PLACE 


The Last Waltz 


One of the ways techno-utopi- 
ans respond to the internet destroying 
the ability of artistic types to make a liv- 
ing is to say, “You can reach a larger au- 
dience for your live shows, and make 
money that way.” 

While technically true, this is 
something that only someone who 
has never tried to produce live shows 
would say. 

I once thought that San Francisco 
would be filled with countless bars 
and coffeehouses that were, them- 
selves, filled with local talent. That 
you wouldn't be able to throw a stone 
down Valencia Street without hitting 
an open mic; that the old pros would 
mingle with the young talent to play 
night after night in a city that couldn’t 
get enough of them. 

I’m told it used to be like this ... in 
the ’80s. Today, well into the second 
coming of the tech economy, the 
venues for live entertainment 
have taken the same hit 
that the artists have. It’s 
hard to get people to 
come to a live show 
when they’re trying 
to get caught up on 
their Netflix, and 
nobody wants to pay 
for anything. 

Bars with a 
strong commitment 
to live entertainment 
are now very count- 
able. And most of the 
people who provide 
the entertainment can’t 
really be said to be making 
a living. 

Doc’s Lab, recently opened on 
the site of the former Purple Onion, 
is pure venue: The chairs and tables 
are always set up facing the stage 
because there’s a show every night. 
Comedy open mics on Mondays, music 
throughout the week ranging from 
rock to jazz to God-knows-what. It’s 
even the home of Broke-Ass Stuart’s 
new monthly “talk show.” 

Doc’s looks like it might be an 
underground club from back in the 
days when, if you wanted unconven- 
tional entertainment, you had to hit 
the street. Lovely raw wood stairs go 
down to a concrete room with a clas- 
sic wooden bar and careful theatrical 
lighting. It’s small, maybe 50 seats, 
and if so many people weren't look- 
ing at their phones you would expect 
Richard Pryor to walk in and do a set. 
(Pryor played The Purple Onion.) But 
the space is geared towards music. 

The concrete contributes to absolutely 
incredible acoustics — the secret sauce 
for any band playing the room. 

I was there for a literary event. Of 
all the live performers in a city, poets 
and novelists are surely the most des- 
perate — yet local literary culture to- 
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day is carried entirely on their backs. 
They are the engine crew on board the 
Titanic: doomed to fail no matter how 
good their work is. Yet until they give 
up, San Francisco will have a poetry 
scene. Will you notice as it disappears? 
What do you think happens to a city 
when it can no longer support the 
dreams of poets? 

The drinks were strong enough to 
make the casual drinker wince, but 
damn if they weren't tasty. That’s a 
winning combination; I can respect 
a bartender who thinks some drinks 
ought to hurt. I sipped my Vieux Carre 
(rye, cognac, vermouth, Benedictine, 
bitters, twist) as poets took to the mic 
and tried to change the way I look at 
the world. 

Many new bars fail within a year. 
The fact that we ever have any new 
bars at all is kind of a miracle, a testi- 

mony to the dreamers among 
us. There’s a crew of regular 
suspects — bartenders, 
Waiters, managers — 
who go from gig to 
gig, and their work 
makes the dreams 
of poets and musi- 
cians possible. One 
infrastructure sup- 
porting another. I 
suppose it resem- 
bles startup culture. 
I also suppose one 
startup culture, 
one set of dreamers, 
can strangle another. 
The app developer who 
creates an addictive game 
kills ecosystems that sup- 
port small bands. This is why, for 
much of the Middle Ages, innovation 
was viewed with suspicion, and new 
technology was often illegal. People 
who lived back then weren’t stupid or 
superstitious; they knew exactly what 
they were banning, and why. They pre- 
ferred harmony to disruption, even if 
that meant progress took generations 
instead of years. 

It was the wrong way to live. But 
that doesn’t mean we’ve found the 
right one. 

Singer Sean Nelson took the stage. 
He and Shenendoah Davis had been 
killing it. They’re professional musi- 
cians, but he just got a day job. 

“The internet has destroyed our 
livelihood, but not our will,” he said, 
introducing the song. “And every time 
I play a show I think, “This is the last 
one. Because you know the Titanic 
traveled more than 1,000 miles after it 
hit the iceberg.” 


Doc’s Lab 
124 Columbus, 649-6191, 
docslabsf.com 
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RAINBOW GIRLS 


THE HOT TODDIES, THE SHE’S, 
KENDRA MCKINLEY 
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“THE WHOLE BAND IS A DIFFERENT ANIMAL THAN IT USED T0 BE.” 


Back In the Groove 





After anine-year hiatus, Erase Errata returns (with longer songs!) to fight the city’s “douchebag element.” 


By Emma Silvers 


When news broke in December 
that San Francisco no-wave post-punk 
trio Erase Errata would be releasing a new 
full-length record come January, a certain 
corner of the music blog ecosystem began 
internet-hyperventilating. The descrip- 
tors “legendary” and “feminist” appeared 
more than a few times in writers’ breath- 
less attempts to bring youngsters up to 
speed on the band’s importance — a ne- 
cessity when writing about a band that’s 
been off the pop-culture radar as long as 
Erase Errata has. 

Though the band never technically 
went on hiatus, nine years have passed 
since its last-full length (2006's under- 
rated Nightlife), since which its only 
musical output was a 7-inch (“Dam- 
aged” b/w “Ouijaboardin’”’) in 2010. To 
describe Lost Weekend (which the band 
self-released Jan. 20) as “highly antici- 
pated” would be an understatement. 

In drummer Bianca Sparta’s cozy 
kitchen in the Mission District, though, 
things are a little more mellow. It’s 
about a week before the record drops, 
and Sparta and her husband, bassist 
Dustin Clark (The Insides, California), 
are cooking dinner, while their wide- 
eyed 6-month-old son observes from 
a high chair, interrupting his mother 
every now and then with sing-song not- 
quite-words. 

Though he can’t really talk, he helps 
answer the question: “So, what have you 
been up to this whole time?” 

“Let’s see,’ Sparta says with a laugh, 
when asked for a highlight reel of what 
each member has been up to since we 
heard them last. “Jenny [Hoyston] 
moved to Texas. Ellie [Erickson] is 
almost done with a grad program at 
Berkeley. And I had a kid.” 

That’s a hefty oversimplification 
on her part: As a drummer, Sparta has 
backed at least a half-dozen other bands 
in San Francisco; since the beginning of 
last year, she’s been the percussive back- 
bone for Cold Beat, singer Hannah Lew’s 
solo detour from Grass Widow. Up until 
recently, Sparta could also be found 
DJing at El Rio, or at her 9-to-5, doing 
installation work at the Oakland Mu- 
seum of California. In other words, her 
recent maternity leave notwithstanding, 
she’s been a busy woman — if not prolif- 
ic in the traditional musical sense. 

“(Erase Errata has] never broken 
up as a band. We’ve just taken long 
breaks because we're always doing other 
things,” says Sparta. “I am curious to see 
how people react to this record because 
I feel like we’re just not on people’s ra- 
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dar anymore. But we're still here! And 
given the opportunity to do something 
together, we totally will. That’s what this 
record came out of.” 

The opportunity in question was 
the Mission Creek Festival — oddly 
enough, the one in Iowa, not S.F. or 
Oakland. In 2012, the band was invited 
to be part of the festival’s artist-in-res- 
idence program, for which it was paid 
in recording time at producer-engineer 
Luke Tweedy’s Flat Black Studios. There, 
the musicians quickly slipped into their 
usual roles, improvising and bouncing 
off one another with a time-nurtured 
familiarity: Hoyston’s angular poetry 
and penchant for freestyling were, as 
always, at the helm on vocals and guitar, 
while Erickson and Sparta built a rhyth- 
mic foundation around her, a grounding 
force (yet not afraid to get weird — nev- 
er afraid to get weird) that’s only grown 
more versatile as the band becomes 
more seasoned. 

The result is Lost Weekend — named 
for both their weekend in Iowa City and 
the video store on Valencia, where Sparta 
used to work and the band used to play. 
After a hell of a lot of material wound up 
on the cutting-room floor, they found 
themselves with a surprisingly cohesive 
nugget of an album, made up of seven 
tracks that run from spaced-out surf- 
rock to handclap-heavy dance-punk to 
fuzzed-out, guitar-driven psych jams. 

One thing veteran Erase Errata fans 
will likely jump on, for better or worse: 
The band’s hallmark brevity — a tenden- 
cy to write songs that clock in at about 
60 seconds — is less rigid. Two of the 
seven tracks go beyond the four-minute 
mark. And where traditional song struc- 


ture once seemed to be not so much cast 
aside as deliberately ignored, Lost Week- 
end sees the band finding a groove, may- 
be dancing away from it for a moment, 
but actually returning to it before a 
song's end. There are certainly still com- 
parisons to be made with the arty dance- 
pop-punk bands that helped elevate 
Erase Errata’s profile in the early aughts, 
but without the tinny, electro-sharp 
edges. There’s a warm, human sensibility 
that travels from track to track. 

“That just naturally happened,” says 
Sparta of the new songs’ staying power. 
“The whole band is a different animal 
now than it used to be. There’s still a lot 
of that old sound in these new songs, 
but there are definitely more grooves 
happening, with the guitars especially, 
that gave us the choice of making them 
longer songs. It’s less chunky from part 
to part; it’s more like we wrote one part 
that we liked and then just jammed on 
it. Which is new for the band for sure.” 

Did that come out of new influenc- 
es? Asked what she listens to these 
days, Sparta thinks for a moment, paus- 
ing to let the cat, Roxie, in through the 
back door. 

“Honestly, I mostly listen to NPR 
and KALX all day,” she says. “We all 
come from different places musically 
anyway, so what we create together is 
just sort of happenstance. We definitely 
don’t sit down together, like, ‘I wanna 
write a rap song. It’s whatever happens, 
happens, and if all three of us are ina 
room together to begin with, it’s a mira- 
cle. And our time is limited, too, so if we 
have four hours to go practice and write 
and we get one thing out of it, then 
that’s great.” 
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Obviously, they got seven things 
out of that one weekend in Iowa City in 
2012 — but it took another two and a half 
years to get the record to the people. This 
is the first album the band has self-re- 
leased since its debut 7-inch in 2000 (Kill 
Rock Stars signed the band for a few years 
in the mid-aughts) and the process was 
both challenging and plenty rewarding. 
Writing songs together while living in 
three different cities seems hard enough; 
then there’s the scraping money together 
for art, production costs, and promotion. 

Then, too, there’s the fact that the 
band members aren't in their early 20s 
anymore. Self-releasing a record this 
time around (on the band’s own label, 
Under the Sun), the stakes just seem 
higher, says Sparta. 

“T think we’re more self-conscious be- 
cause we have money invested in it. But 
also we didn’t have the time constraints 
we might have had [with a label], which 
is great because we don’t wanna put 
out something we don’t like. [On] other 
projects we've had to do things in a 
rushed manner, and you listen back and 
go — well, there are always things you 
could have tweaked here and there. And 
of course it’s just a little more dear when 
it’s yours.” 

In short, it’s an album that sounds a 
lot like a band that’s gone and grown up, 
with all the responsibility and sense of au- 
tonomy that brings. On songs like “Don’t 
Sit/Lie” — the album’s final track and no 
doubt one of the danciest songs ever writ- 
ten about homelessness — you can't help 
but sense that some of the band’s changes 
reflect San Francisco's own growing pains 
over the near-decade in which Erase Er- 
rata fans were waiting for “the next one.” 


In which context, it’s funny (sort of) to 
read interviews with the band from their 
first national tour in 2001: In more than 
a handful, band members find themselves 
explaining that San Francisco’s soul is 
dying due to rent hikes and other gentrifi- 
cation-fallout from the first tech bubble. 
Sparta half-laughs upon hearing 
this. “Oh yeah, it’s the same thing. But 
I think it’s here to stay this time. The 
city has just changed, and I don’t know 
that it'll ever go back to anything nor- 
mal — this is just what San Francisco is 
now.’ She’s lived in the city since 1996, 
“except for the three years that every- 
body lived in Oakland, when we were 
like ‘Fuck the city, we’re gonna go live in 
a shitty warehouse in Oakland and wait 
for this to all blow over.” 





The ways San Francisco’s changes 
have affected her life as an artist are tangi- 
ble. “They raised the rent on our practice 
space. Finding places to play shows that 
aren't just totally cheesy — there really ar- 
en’'t anymore DIY spaces; you have to go 
to Oakland for that now,” she laments. 
“And then all the bands you play with are 
going through the same thing: fighting 
the douchebag element that’s in the city. 

“Have you noticed how many juice 
bars there are? Like how much fucking 
juice are you selling to be in that weird 
condo spot?” she says. “San Francisco’s 
a big city, with big-city problems. You 
can't just, like, Twitter-money every- 
thing away.” 

It’s changed the scene as well, she 
says. 

“I feel like people are becoming way 
less punk. Like even the scene is more 
conservative — it’s all very Urban Out- 
fitters, kinda flashy ... when I’m out 
walking the baby I don’t see anything 
that relates to my music community at 
all. Which is not bad or good. It’s just, 
you know, different.” 

So does she think she'll stay? She’s 
the first to acknowledge that “nobody 
has kids here.” 

“Oh, yeah, we love it here,” she says 
cheerfully, not missing a beat as she 
swoops her son, who has just begun a 
more concerted kind of shout-babbling, 
out of his chair. “We’re very lucky to have 
rent control.” She’s got shows to plan, 
and a record to sell, before she figures 
out how to fix the city or the punk scene. 

And more immediately, the kitchen 
timer has just gone off, meaning the 
rice is done. Dinner’s up. Like building 
a groove, then stretching it, letting it 
breathe: one damn thing at a time. 


ESilvers@SFWeekly.com 
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SOME THOUGHTS OF A CERTAIN SOUND 


With a Bang 


By Chris Zaldua 


If you’re going to go out, go out 
on a high note. After five years of throw- 
ing parties and two years of putting out re- 
cords by Bay Area electronic musicians, 
Icee Hot is calling it quits. To celebrate the 
occasion, organizers are throwing a party 
quite unlike anything the Bay Area has ever 
seen before — a 28-hour nonstop affair 
that is, by rights, more accurately a minia- 
turized music festival than a mere “party.” 
The man headlining this whole thing 
is one of techno music’s founding fathers: 
Robert Hood, one of the original mem- 
bers of Detroit's Underground Resistance 
record label and artist collective (along- 
side Jeff Mills and Mike Banks). Describ- 
ing Hood’s contributions to techno and 
electronic music in general is impossible 
in such a small space, but suffice it to 
say that, over a career spanning some 25 
years, he has never been more well-re- 
garded than in the present moment. 
Hood’s minimal, hard-driving, melodic, 
and deeply spiritual techno has been all 
over club dancefloors for the past couple 
of years, driven by his anthemic “Never 
Grow Old,” in which an insistent synth 
melody chimes on over a sample of Are- 
tha Franklin's crystalline, searing voice. 
It’s an electric tune, encapsulating all of 
the transcendental power of techno in a 
single eight-minute piece. When Hood 
plays it — and he almost assuredly will 
— be warned, because the roof of Public 
Works might just come down. 
Co-headlining is Andy Stott, a Brit 
who has been quietly producing some of 
the world’s most innovative electronic 
music for the past decade or so. He 


OTHER WORTHY PARTIES THIS WEEK 


120 Minutes presents Brenmar and Sa- 
sha Go Hard at Elbo Room, 10 p.m.-2 a.m. 
Friday, Jan. 23. $15; elbo.com 

For the uninitiated, Brenmar creates hip- 
hop for the internet generation: fast, bass- 
heavy, and filled with snare rolls. Many of 
his most popular tunes are remixes or edits 
of R&B songs, but whereas mainstream hip- 
hop and R&B seem increasingly designed to 
conquer the pop charts, Brenmar's produc- 
tions are aimed squarely at the club, de- 
Signed for the dancefloor. Joining him are 
vocalist Sasha Go Hard and 120 Minutes’ 
resident DJs, ChaunceyCC and S4nta_ 
Mu3rte, who'll be spinning tunes at the in- 
tersection of rap and goth - yes, that's a 
thing - all night. 


FACE and Public Works presents Psyche- 
magik, Eric Duncan and Eug at Public 
Works, 10 p.m.-3:30 a.m. Friday, Jan. 23. 
$13-$20; publicsf.com 

Psychemagik is a British duo known for its 
disco and psychedelic edits — it first made 
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turned heads with We Stay Together/ 
Passed Me By, a sludgy, moody double 
EP, but his 2012 album, Luxury Prob- 
lems, launched him to international 
stardom. It’s a masterpiece, leavening 
the darkness of the EPs with warmer 
melodies, female vocals, and the oc- 
casional breakbeat. His just-released 
album, Faith In Strangers, is more obvi- 
ously rooted in the house-techno con- 
tinuum but is no less experimental. He’s 
a superb live performer, presenting new 
tracks alongside reworked older ones 
with an eye on the dancefloor. 

He’s joined by an array of superb 
DJs, one of whom (Kowton) will be 
making his debut San Francisco appear- 
ance. Gerd Janson leads the pack; as 
head of one of the world’s best and most 
diverse record labels (Running Back), his 
taste knows no bounds. Kowton is one 
of England’s most mind-bending pro- 
ducers, channeling the raw, gritty spirit 
of dubstep and grime into a techno 
paradigm. There’s a whole parade of New 
Yorkers: Joey Anderson, one of the city’s 
finest deep house practitioners; An- 
thony Parasole, who produces and DJs 
no-holds-barred techno; Galcher Lust- 
werk, a dubbed-out deep house producer 
with a mesmerizing voice; Young Male, 


waves with a series of Fleetwood Mac edits, 
retooled into cosmic disco cuts for the 
dancefloor. As selectors, they go for all 
things cosmic: disco, Krautrock, deep 
house, anything melodic and spaced out. 
Eric Duncan, aka Dr. Dunks, is a veteran New 
York DJ, famed for his Rub ‘n Tug afterhours 
disco parties in Manhattan and is part of 
the DFA Records family to boot; expect a DJ 
set of indie-flavored nu-disco from the past 
couple decades. FACE resident Eug opens 
up the night. 


Mighty presents Tony Humphries with 
David Harness and Tyrel Williams at 
Mighty, 10 p.m.-3 a.m. Friday, Jan. 23. 
$10-$20; mighty119.com 

Old-school house legend Tony Humphries 
makes a rare appearance at Mighty this 
weekend. Humphries came up in the clubs 
of Manhattan and New Jersey in the early 
‘80s, earning residencies at a number of 
early mega-clubs and making a name for 
himself with steady remix work. He's still at 





Robert Hood 
Marie Staggat 


who produces “working-man’s techno,” 
simple, heavy and melodic; and Contakt, 
resident DJ at NYC monthly party Tur- 
botax. Up-and-coming Canadians Pend- 
er Street Steppers and Hashman Deejay 
will be deploying their woozy, new-age 
house and disco, and similarly-minded 
compatriot Maxmillion Dunbar, from 
D.C., will join them. Last but not least 
are Bostonians John Barera and Will 
Martin, two new producers making a 
splash with their sample-heavy deep 
house, who will be performing live. 
Then there are the locals: Icee Hot 
residents DJ Will, Shawn Reynaldo, Low 
Limit and Ghosts on Tape are joined 
by Honey Soundsystem’s Jason Kendig 
and Jackie House, and Matrixxman & 
Vin Sol will be making an appearance as 
well. Set times will be announced short- 
ly before the party begins on Saturday 
so partygoers can plan accordingly. Stay 
hydrated, stay caffeinated, and stay till 
the bitter end. Goodbye, Icee Hot. 


Icee Hot’s 5-Year Anniversary and 
28-Hour Final Goodbye Party 

at Public Works 

10 p.m.-2 a.m. Saturday, Jan. 24, 
through Monday, Jan. 26. $20-$30; 
publicsf.com 


it today, spinning soulful, vintage house 
music, with a heavy dose of disco for good 
measure. He's joined by David Harness and 
Tyrel Williams, two local selectors with 
probably the finest collections of old- 
school house music in the Bay Area. 


Direct To Earth Family Night at F8, 10 
p.m.-4 a.m. Friday, Jan. 23. Free with 
Facebook RSVP, $5 without; feightsf.com 
Direct To Earth has been hosting techno 
events in the Bay Area for several years 
now, bringing out harder-edged European 
producers and DJs to our fine city. There's 
no guest this time around, just the resi- 
dents: Max Gardner, Brian Knarfield, Bob 5, 
Patrick Gil, and Trev Campbell, along with 
Robot Ears’ resident DJ John Kaberna. 
They're throwing a free-ish party (RSVP on 
the Facebook event page for free entry) to 
celebrate and grow their techno family — if 
you like your techno tough and rugged, this 
is an excellent way to be introduced to the 
Direct To Earth sound and vibe. 
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668 HAIGHT ST. (at Pierce St.) 
, eS ti pte 


watch with us: 


ALL MLS GAMES + BOXING 


UFC CHAMPIONSHIPS 


sd @DANNYCOYLES 


HA HA HZ 


punca L LINE 


f FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK 


open daily 


HAPPY HOUR 
NOON - 7PM. 


Visit our website 


WWW.DANNYCOYLES.COM 


SAN F FRANCISCO 


“The Best Comedy Club in The USA!"-pave cHaprete 
SF COMEDY SHOWCASE - EVERY SUNDAY! 


THURSDAY 1/22 
COMEDY ALLSTARS 


WITH MIKE E WINFIELD, NATO GREEN, CONOR KELLICUTT, 
MARY VAN NOTE & MORE! 


a=e 


FRIDAY 1/23 - SATURDAY 1/24 
SF SKETCHFEST DOZEN: ee 
SEAN DONNELLY & 


MARONZIO VANCE Ps 
AMY MILLER 


FRIDAY 1/23 - SATURDAY 1/24 
SF SKETCHFEST DOZEN: 


MARK NORMAND 


& MICHELLE WOLF 
NICOLE CALASICH 


FRIDAY 1/23 « SATURDAY 2/7 
TCHFEST 


VISIT WWW.SFSKETCHFEST.COM FOR FULL LINEUP 


TUESDAY 1/27 
AMERICAN ME COMEDY 


WEDNESDAY 2/11 = SATURDAY 2/14 & 
FROM TOTALLY BIASED WITH W. KAMAU BELL AND yt, 
LATE NIGHT WITH JIMMY FALLON! 


WANG a 


CARLA CLAYY, JESSE FERNANDEZ 


TOM BRADY, LYDIA POPOVICH 


[ * y WEDNESDAY 3/4 - SATURDAY 3/7 


FROM LATE NIGHT WITH CONAN O’BRIEN 
AND THE LATE LATE SHOW! 
PAUL 10 

WEDNESDAY 3/ a a ata 3/14 
FROM THE BITTER BUDDH 
P PITONE 


DAVE ANTHONY, CAMERON VANNINI 


MAX CURRY, KELLY LANDRY 


+ 
\ 


1A HA HA HA 


WEDNESDAY 2/18 - SATURDAY 2/21 
FROM COMEDY CENTRAL AND THE OPI AND ANTHONY SHOW 
JOE DEROSA 

DAVE THOMASON, BEN FELDMAN 


WEDNESDAY 2/25 - SATURDAY 2/28 
FROM MTV'S NIKKI & SARA LIVE AND @ MIDNIGHT! % 
NIKKI GLASER 


FACEBOOK.COM/PUNCHLINESF ® TWITTER.COM/PUNCHLINESF ® PUNCHLINECOMEDYCLUB.COM * ABOVE 444 BATTERY STREET 
18 & OVER * 2 DRINK MINIMUM ° ALL SHOWS ARE LIVE AND SUBJECT TO CHANGE * CALL FOR SHOW TIMES °* 415-397-PLSF 





FOLLOW 


AND 
FACEBOOK! 


FRI 2/13 - SAT 2/14 


ROSEANNE BARR 


Valentines Day! 


THUR 2/19 - SAT 2/21 
ARTIE LANGE 


From The Howard Stern Show and 
The Artie Lange Show! 


THURSDAY 1/22 - SUNDAY 2/8 


SF SKETCHFEST WEEK 1: 


THU 1/22 — FRI 1/23 @8PM 
NIGHT a WITH WYATT CENAC 


THUR 2/26 - SAT 2/28 
SEBASTIAN MANISCALCO 


From The Late Late Show with Craig 
Ferguson and The Tonight Show! 


RI 1/23 @10:30PM 
JON BENJAMIN’S “NIGHT OF NOT INTERESTED IN HOSTING” 


SAT 1/24 @4PM 
UHH YEAH DUDE W JONATHAN LARROQUETTE & 
SETH ROMATELLI 


SAT 1/24 @8PM & 10:30PM 
INVITE THEM UP W EUGENE MIRMAN & BOBBY TISDALE 


ALL SHOWS: Cover charge plus two beverage minimum e 18 & older with valid ID 
915 COLUMBUS AVENUE (@ LOMBARD), SAN FRANCISCO @ SHOW INFO: 415-928-4320 
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FRI 3/6 - SUN 3/8 
KEVIN NEALON 


From Weeds and Saturday Night Live! 


Limit 8 tickets per person. All dates, acts and ticket 
prices are subject to change without notice. 
All tickets are subject to applicable service charges. 
Avoid Online Fees at our Box Office. 


CITI 


ticketmaster.com 
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= DEPENDENT 


WWW.THEINDEPENDENTSF.COM 


FRI, JAN 23 


THE.COUP 
LE VICE, REN THE VINYL ARCHAEOLOGIST 


MON, JAN 26 


BROOKE FRASER 
DARK WAVES ; 


TUE, JAN 27 
THE VASELINES 
LOCH LOMOND 
THU, JAN 79 & SAT, JAN 31 TAF 
THE WAILERS itl aatetey4i + 


MANIC FOCUS 
SUN, FEB 8 


TRIBUTE TO BOB MARLEY 
751TH BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION TOUR 


THE MIGHTY DIAMONDS 
THE YELLOW WALL DUB SQUAD 


TUE, FEB 10 


PERFORM ‘EXODUS ae 

: : SOLD OT 
PERFORM ‘SURVIVAL’ (SAT) 
COLLECTOR SHLECTOR (FRI 
TAR VIER Isat) 
WED, FEB 4 
40 OZ TO FREEDOM TOUR 


BADFIS 










H: A TRIBUTE CATFISH 
O SU 
LA, & THE BOTTLEMEN 






WILD PARTY 


WED, FEB 1 


MILO GREENE 
ZELLA DAY 


FEATURING BUD GAUGH OF SUBLIME & SHRUB 
THU, FEB 5 


MURDER BY DEATH 
ROCKY VOTOLATO 


FRI, FEB 6 









THU, FEB 12 
TUMBLEWEED 
WANDERERS pRO'BROWN SABBATH 


CITY TRIBE 


628 GYWUSADERO ST. 4 San PRaANcESCO 


item 
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EIST istines 


Club listings are offered as a free service to 
SF Weekly readers and are subject to space 
restrictions. To have a listing added, contact 
Clubs Editor John Graham by email (John. 
Graham@sfweekly.com), fax (777-1839), or 
mail (835 Market St., Suite 550, S.F., CA 94103). 
To change an existing listing, call 536-8147. 
Deadline is noon Tuesday for the following 
week's issue. Our Concerts section lists major 
Shows and special events. Call individual clubs 
for show details. Except as noted, all phone 
numbers are in the 415 area code. Listings rotate 
regularly, as space allows. Our complete listings 
of local clubs - searchable by keyword, date, and 
genre - are available online. 


THURSDAY 1/22 


ROCK 


Amnesia: 853 Valencia, San Francisco. Dragon Cloud, 
Bill Baird, Indianna Hale, DJ Royal Oakie, 9 p.m. 
Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., San Francisco. Lords 
of Sealand, Split Screens, Shawn Alpay, 9 p.m., $8- 

$10. 

Brick & Mortar Music Hall: 1710 Mission, San Francisco. 
The Greening, Night Herons, Rakehell, 8 p.m., $5- 
$10. 

DNA Lounge: 375 1ith St., San Francisco. The Criminals, 
Great Apes, DJ Jello Biafra, 9 p.m., $10. 

E! Rio: 3158 Mission, San Francisco. Bite, The Mud Lords, 
Bang Bang, 9 p.m., $7. 

Hemlock Tavern: 1131 Polk, San Francisco. City of 
Women, Erik Blood, Steely Nash, 8:30 p.m., $6. 


CONCERTS 


THURSDAY 1/22 


Chris Botti: 7:30 p.m., sold out. SFJAZZ Center, 201 
Franklin, San Francisco. 

FolkYeah 10-Year Anniversary with Phosphores- 
cent: W/ Crystal Skulls (acoustic), Alina Hardin, 9 
p.m., $21. Great American Music Hall, 859 O'Farrell, 
San Francisco. 

G. Love & Special Sauce: W/ Matt Costa, 8 p.m., 
$27.50-$39.50 advance. The Fillmore, 1805 Geary, 
San Francisco. 

S.F. Symphony: W/ MIT & featured pianist Yefim 
Bronfman, 2 p.m., $15-$154. Davies Symphony 
Hall, 201 Van Ness, San Francisco. 


FRIDAY 1/23 


Chris Botti: 7:30 p.m., sold out. SFJAZZ Center, 201 


Franklin, San Francisco. 
Oakland East Bay Symphony: Gershwin & Shosta- 


kovich: 8 p.m., $20-$70. Paramount Theatre, 2025 
Broadway, Oakland. 

Patti Smith: 9 p.m., $39.50-$52 advance. The 
Fillmore, 1805 Geary, San Francisco. 

Pride & Joy: 9 p.m., $25. Bimbo's 365 Club, 1025 
Columbus, San Francisco. 

Russian Circles: W/ Mammifer, 9 p.m., $21. Great 
American Music Hall, 859 O'Farrell, San Francisco. 

ScolaVox: The Lariat: 8 p.m., $30. The Thick House, 
1695 18th St., San Francisco. 

S.F. Symphony: W/ MTT & featured pianist Yefim 
Bronfman, 8 p.m., $15-$154. Davies Symphony 
Hall, 201 Van Ness, San Francisco. 

Spandau Ballet: 9 p.m.,$42.50-$67. Warfield Theatre, 
982 Market, San Francisco. 
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The Honey Hive: 4117 Judah, San Francisco. Wag, Field 
Medic, Owl Paws, Fairbanks, 7 p.m., $10. 

The Independent: 628 Divisadero, San Francisco. 
Joel Gion & The Primary Colours, The Love Dimen- 
sion, Cellar Doors, Down Dirty Shake, 8 p.m., $12- 
$14. 

The Knockout: 3223 Mission, San Francisco. The Gre- 
gors, Gravys Drop, The Ogres, The Chuckleberries, 
9 p.m., $5. 

Monarch: 101 Sixth St., San Francisco. Tessa, Lou 
Evans, The Insufferables, Throw Me Down a Well, 
6:30 p.m., $11-$14. 

Neck of the Woods: 406 Clement, San Francisco. Pit 
Stains, Max Pain & The Groovies, Watergate Sandals, 
8:30 p.m., $8-S10. 

Rickshaw Stop: 155 Fell, San Francisco. ““Popscene,” 
w/ The Wombats, Ivy Levan, Popscene DJs, 9 p.m., 
sold out. 

S.F. Eagle: 398 12th St., San Francisco. Castle, Blind 
Illusion, Hell Fire, 9 p.m., $8. 


DANCE 


1015 Folsom: 1015 Folsom, San Francisco. TeamSupreme, 
w/ Mr. Carmack, Djemba Djemba, Great Dane, Prom- 
nite, Penthouse Penthouse, 10 p.m., $20 advance. 

Beaux: 2344 Market, San Francisco. ‘My So-Called 
Night,” ‘90s dance party with VJs Jorge Terez & 
Becky Knox, 9 p.m., free. 

The Cafe: 2369 Market, San Francisco. “iPan Dulce!,” 
9 p.m., $5-$7. 

Cat Club: 1190 Folsom, San Francisco. “Class of '84,"’ w/ 
DJs Damon, Steve Washington, Dangerous Dan, and 
guests, 9 p.m., $8 ($6 before 9:30 p.m.). 

The Cellar: 685 Sutter, San Francisco. “XO,” 10 p.m., 


SATURDAY 1/24 


Alexander String Quartet: 10 a.m., $45. St. John’s 
Presbyterian Church, 2727 College, Berkeley. 
The Calling All Choir: Season Finale: Directed by 
Mark Growden, 8 p.m., $25-$40. Mission Dolores, 

3321 16th St., San Francisco. 

Chris Botti: 7 p.m. and 9:30 p.m., $50-$130. SFJAZZ 
Center, 201 Franklin, San Francisco. 

La Gente: W/ Marcus Cohen & The Congress, J-Boogie, 
Emcee Infinite, Joshua Coffy, 9 p.m., $16. Great 
American Music Hall, 859 O'Farrell, San Francisco. 

Patti Smith: 9 p.m., $39.50-$52 advance. The 
Fillmore, 1805 Geary, San Francisco. 

Peking Acrobats: 2 p.m. and 8 p.m., $22-$58 
advance. UC Berkeley, Zellerbach Hall, 2430 
Bancroft, Berkeley. 

ScolaVox: The Lariat: 8 p.m., $30. The Thick House, 


1695 18th St., San Francisco. 
UnderCover Presents: Sly & The Family Stone’s 


Stand!: Featuring the Awesome Orchestra Col- 
lective, Ensemble Mik Nawooj, Zakiya Harris & 
Elephantine, Marcus Shelby, Bayonics, Tumbleweed 
Wanderers, Con Brio, Will Magid, Rustee Allen, The 
Jazz Mafia, and more, 8 p.m., $35. Fox Theater - 


Oakland, 1807 Telegraph, Oakland. 
Voices of Music: The Great Poets - From Shake- 


speare to Dryden: 8 p.m., $35-$40. St. Mark’s 
Lutheran Church, 1111 O'Farrell, San Francisco. 


SUNDAY 1/25 


American Bach Soloists: 4 p.m., $27-$66. St. Mark's 
Lutheran Church, 1111 O'Farrell, San Francisco. 
Avedis Chamber Music Series: 2 p.m., $17-$25. 

Florence Gould Theater at the Legion of Honor, 


$5. 

F8: 1192 Folsom, San Francisco. ‘‘F-Stop,” 9 p.m. 

Harlot: 46 Minna, San Francisco. “Base,” 9 p.m. 

Public Works: 161 Erie, San Francisco. “A FiX Farewell to 
Jive & Synnora,” w/ DJs Deckard, Jive, Rumblemunk, 
Scottino, and Shooey, 7 p.m., free. 

Q Bar: 456 Castro, San Francisco. “electroQute,” 9 p.m. 

Raven: 1151 Folsom, San Francisco. 1999," w/ VJ Mark 
Andrus, 9 p.m., free. 

Slide: 430 Mason, San Francisco. “‘Euphony,” w/ DJs 
Midnight, Brandox Fox, Irry, and Just Theo, 9 p.m. 

Underground SF: 424 Haight, San Francisco. ‘Bubble,’ 
10 p.m.., free. 

Vessel: 85 Campton, San Francisco. Prok & Fitch, 10 
p.m., $5-$8 advance. 


HIP-HOP 


John Colins: 138 Minna, San Francisco. ‘Future Flavas,” 
w/ DJ Natural, 10 p.m., free. 

Skylark Bar: 3089 16th St., San Francisco. “Peaches,” 
w/ Lady DJs DeeAndroid, Lady Fingaz, That Girl, 
Umami, Inkfat, and Andre, 10 p.m., free. 


ACOUSTIC 


Bazaar Cafe: 5927 California, San Francisco. Acoustic 
Open Mic, 7 p.m., free. 
The Chapel: 777 Valencia, San Francisco. Kera Ar- 
mendariz (of Kera & The Lesbians), 8 p.m., free. 
Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, San Francisco. Tipsy 
House, Fourth Thursday of every month, 9 p.m., 
free. 

The Rite Spot Cafe: 2099 Folsom, San Francisco. 
Craig Ventresco & Meredith Axelrod, 8:30 p.m., free. 


100 34th Ave., San Francisco. 

Budapest Festival Orchestra: 7 p.m., $15-$155. Da- 
vies Symphony Hall, 201 Van Ness, San Francisco. 

Chris Botti: 3 p.m. and 7 p.m., $50-$120. SFJAZZ 
Center, 201 Franklin, San Francisco. 

Kuok-Wai Lio: 2 p.m., $40. San Francisco Conserva- 
tory of Music, 50 Oak, San Francisco. 

Paul Jacobs: 3 p.m., $22-$33. Davies Symphony 
Hall, 201 Van Ness, San Francisco. 

Peking Acrobats: 3 p.m., $22-$58 advance. UC 


Berkeley, Zellerbach Hall, 2430 Bancroft, Berkeley. 
San Francisco Contemporary Music Players: 


Project TenFourteen: 7 p.m., $32. UC Berkeley, 
Hertz Hall, College & Bancroft, Berkeley. 

Wale: W/ Audio Push, Joe Moses, Bizzy, 8 p.m., 
$30-$38. The Fillmore, 1805 Geary, San Francisco. 


MONDAY 1/26 


Budapest Festival Orchestra: 8 p.m., $15-$155. Da- 
vies Symphony Hall, 201 Van Ness, San Francisco. 

Periphery: W/ Nothing More, Wovenwar, Thank You 
Scientist, 7 p.m., $20-$29 advance. The Fillmore, 
1805 Geary, San Francisco. 

Sleeping with Sirens: W/ Pierce the Veil, Pvris, 
Mallory Knox, 7 p.m., sold out. Warfield Theatre, 
982 Market, San Francisco. 


TUESDAY 1/27 


Bad Suns: W/ Coasts, Maudlin Strangers, 8 p.m., 
$21. Great American Music Hall, 859 O'Farrell, 
San Francisco. 


WEDNESDAY 1/28 


Styx: 8 p.m., $45-$92.20 advance. City National 
Civic, 135 W. San Carlos, San Jose. 
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Viracocha: 998 Valencia, San Francisco. Graham 
Patzner, 7 p.m. 


JAZZ 


Atlas Cafe: 3049 20th St., San Francisco. The Conti- 
nental Breakfast Club, 8 p.m., free. 

Burritt Room: 417 Stockton, San Francisco. Kamikaze 
Butterfly, 7 p.m. 

Cafe Claude: 7 Claude, San Francisco. Scott Larson 
Trio, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Cigar Bar & Grill: 850 Montgomery, San Francisco. 
Jimmy Grant Ensemble, 8 p.m. 

Doc's Lab: 124 Columbus, San Francisco. Dan Zemelman 
Quartet, 10 p.m.., free. 

Le Colonial: 20 Cosmo, San Francisco. Steve Lucky & 
The Rhumba Bums, 7:30 p.m. 

Pier 23 Cafe: Pier 23, San Francisco. Soul Sauce, 7 
p.m., free. 

The Royal Cuckoo: 3202 Mission, San Francisco. Charlie 
Siebert & Chris Siebert, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Savanna Jazz Club: 2937 Mission, San Francisco. 
Savanna Jazz Jam with Eric Tillman, 7 p.m., $5. 

Zingari: 501 Post, San Francisco. Barbara Ochoa, 7:30 
p.m., free. 


INTERNATIONAL 


Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, San Francisco. 
“Tropicana,” w/ DJ J-Boogie, 9 p.m., $5. 

Revolution Cafe: 3248 22nd St., San Francisco. Trio 
Zincalo, 8:30 p.m. 

Sheba Piano Lounge: 1419 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
Latin Breeze, 8:30 p.m. 

Verdi Club: 2424 Mariposa, San Francisco. “Yerba Buena 
Thursdays,” w/ DJ El de la Clave, 8:30 p.m., $15. 


BLUES 


Biscuits & Blues: 401 Mason, San Francisco. Kyle 
Rowland Blues Band, 7:30 & 9:30 p.m., $15. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco. Freddie Roulette, 
4 p.m.; Takezo, 9:30 p.m. 


EXPERIMENTAL 


The Luggage Store: 1007 Market, San Francisco. 
LSG New Music Series, w/ Huge Statue of Jesus, 
8 p.m., $6-$10. 


FUNK 


Bissap Baobab: 3372 19th St., San Francisco. “For Funk's 
Sake!,"’ 10 p.m., free. 

Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, San Francisco. Stymie & The 
Pimp Jones Luv Orchestra, Big Blu Soul Revue, DJ 
Fillmore Wax, 9:30 p.m., $7. 


FRIDAY 1/23 


ROCK 


50 Mason Social House: 50 Mason, San Francisco. 
The Bye Bye Blackbirds, The Daze & Nights, The 
American Professionals, Trip Wire, The Real Numbers, 
8 p.m., $10. 

Boom Boom Room: 1601 Fillmore, San Francisco. The 
Heavy Pets, Chris Zanardi & High Beamz, DJ K-Os, 
9:30 p.m., $15 advance. 

Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., San Francisco. Mates 
of State, Fictionist, 9:30 p.m., $15-$18. 

The Chapel: 777 Valencia, San Francisco. FolkYeah 10- 
Year Anniversary with Shannon & The Clams, Magic 
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& Naked, Earth Girl Helen Brown, 9 p.m., $16-$18. 

The Honey Hive: 4117 Judah, San Francisco. Still Living, 
Humboldt, Nothing Planned, Scoreboards, Two for 
Flinching, 7 p.m., $7. 

Milk Bar: 1840 Haight, San Francisco. John Travoltage, 
False Priest, Edwards Crossing, 9 p.m., $8-$10. 

Neck of the Woods: 406 Clement, San Francisco. Kat 
Robichaud & The Darling Misfits, Gold Minor, San 
Marcos, 9:30 p.m., $5-$8. 

Rickshaw Stop: 155 Fell, San Francisco. The Ting Tings, 
Kaneholler, DJ Aaron Axelsen, 9 p.m., sold out. 

Sub-Mission Art Space (Balazo 18 Gallery): 2183 
Mission, San Francisco. Hemorage, Gaviotas, 
a.K.aye, Blood Cabana, Marrow, VWLS, 8 p.m., $5- 
$7. 


DANCE 


1015 Folsom: 1015 Folsom, San Francisco. Branchez, 
G Jones, Jayceeoh, King Most, Mihkal, Bogl, Geno 
Cochino, Teleport, 10 p.m., $20 advance. 

Audio Discotech: 316 1Ith St., San Francisco. Treasure 
Fingers, Bones, 9:30 p.m., $10-$15 advance. 

BeatBox: 314 tith St., San Francisco. “Trade,” w/ DJ 
Hawthorne & Ruben Mancias, 10 p.m., $10. 

Beaux: 2344 Market, San Francisco. ‘‘Manimal,'"’9 p.m., 
free before 10 p.m. 

The Cafe: 2369 Market, San Francisco. “Boy Bar,” 
9 p.m., $5. 

Cat Club: 1190 Folsom, San Francisco. “Dark Shadows,” 
w/ DJs Daniel Skellington, Melting Girl, Starr, and 
Skarkrow, 9:30 p.m., $8 ($5 before 10 p.m.). 

DNA Lounge: 375 Ith St., San Francisco. “So Stoked: 
Frequency 8," w/ Maromi, MARS, Matt Haze, Rafer 
Rawb, Saphyre, Sneakerz, Finger Xpressions (in 
the main room), 7 p.m., $17-$20; “Turbo Drive,” w/ 
White.Light.Monorail, Vicereine, plus DJs Fact.50, Mr. 
Smith, MyKill, and Netik (on the Above DNA stage), 
9:30 p.m., $9. 

Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, San Francisco. “120 Min- 
utes,’ w/ Brenmar, Sasha Go Hard, Santa Muerte, 
ChaunceyCC, 10 p.m. 

F8: 1192 Folsom, San Francisco. “Direct to Earth: Family 
Night," w/ Max Gardner, Eli, Patrick Gil, Bob Five, 
Brian Knarfield, John Kaberna, TophOne, 10 p.m., 
$5 (free with RSVP). 

Harlot: 46 Minna, San Francisco. DJ Cams, Gordo 
Cabeza, 9 p.m. 

Lone Star Saloon: 1354 Harrison, San Francisco. “Riot 
Grrr: 1-Year Anniversary,” Sleater-Kinney night with 
DJs JimmySwear, ChakaQuan, and Crowderism, 
8 p.m., free. 

Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, San Francisco. 
“| ¥ the ‘90s," w/ DJs Samala, Teo, Mr. Grant, & 
Sonny Phono, Fourth Friday of every month, 9 p.m., 
$5. 

Mercer: 255 Rhode Island, San Francisco. “Uncommon 
Grounds,” w/ Hudson Glover, GRYN, Conchobar, DJ 
Dials, Mikey Lion, 10 p.m., $10-$20. 

Mighty: 119 Utah, San Francisco. Tony Humphries & David 
Harness, 10 p.m., $10-$20 advance. 

Monarch: 101 Sixth St., San Francisco. ‘Deep Blue,” 
w/ Derrick May, Rooz, Bo, J.J. Shay, Corbin, 9 p.m., 
$20. 

Pop's Bar: 2800 24th St., San Francisco. “INXS vs. 
Everyone Else," w/ DJ Dave Paul, 9 p.m.., free. 

Public Works: 161 Erie, San Francisco. “Face,” w/ 
Psychemagik, Eric “Dr. Dunks” Duncan, Eug (in the 
main room), 9:30 p.m., $13-$20. 

Raven: 1151 Folsom, San Francisco. “Club Raven,” w/ DJ 
Mark Andrus, 9 p.m., $10. 

Ruby Skye: 420 Mason, San Francisco. Sidney Samson, 
Whyel, St. John, 9 p.m., $15-$20 advance. 


JOHN MULANEY 


JANUARY 29 - 3PM 
DAVIES SYMPHONY HALL 


LEWIS BLACK 


SAT FEBRUARY 7 - 8PM 
THE MASONIC 


MAZ JOBRANI 


FRI FEBRUARY 20 - 8PM 


NOURSE THEATRE 


HANNIBAL BURESS 


FEBRUARY 26 - 8PM 
NOURSE THEATRE 


BRIAN REGAN 


FRI FEBRUARY 27 - 8PM 
THE MASONIC 


MATIOM.com 


BUY 
TICKETS yal 
AT 


TICKETS AVAILABLE AT LIVENATION.COM, TICKETMASTER OR CHARGE-BY-PHONE: (800) 745-3000 
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Wed-Thu, Jan 21-22 


The most influential Brazilian artist of all time 


“mea SERGIO MENDES 


510 EMBARCADERO WEST, OAKLAND 510-238-9200 











Fri-Sat, Jan 23-24 


' THE RIPPINGTONS 


- " al a 
ome feat. Russ Freeman 


Sun, Jan 25 - One of the world’s most sophisticated vocal groups 


ROCKAPELLA 


Fri-Sat, Jan 30-31 
GRAMMY@©-winning R&B diva 


CHANTE MOORE 


Mon, Feb 2 


A BENEFIT FOR HEAD-ROYCE SCHOOL 


Tue, Feb 3 


BLACK HISTORY FUNK II 


Starring John Wesley Payne & The Hurt Band 


Wed, Feb 4 


JEFF DENSON TRIO 
+ LEE KONITZ 


Thu-Fri, Feb 12-13 


KEIKO MATSUI 


Mon, Jan 26 


ALBERT CUMMINGS 


Tue-Wed, Jan 27-28 
Guitar In The Space Age 


BILL FRISELL 


Thu, Jan 29 = /he Voicefinalist and Maroon 5 collaborator 


TONY LUCCA 


Sat, Feb 7 


BOOKER I. JONES 


Tue-Wed, Feb 10-11 Sat-Sun, Feb 14-15 


RUFUS WAINWRIGHT BOBBY CALDWELL 


For tickets & current show info: YOSHIS.COM / 510-238-9200 


All-ages venue. Dinner reservations highly recommended. 


CONTACT ROBERT@YOSHIS.COM TO HOST A PRIVATE EVENT 


FLU SYMPTOMS? 


Are you feeling feverish and 
fatigued and experiencing 
cough, sore throat, or nasal 
stuffiness? 


Pacific Research Partners is seeking participants for a clinical 
research study testing an investigational medication for influenza. 


You may qualify if you are between the ages of 18 and 64, have 
flu nhs dala and have not received a flu shot in the past 6 
montns. 


Qualified participants receive study related medical care and 
investigational study medication or placebo at no cost and may 
be compensated for time and travel. 


Pacific Research Partners 
877-602-5777 
-www.pacifictrials.com 
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S.F. Eagle: 398 12th St., San Francisco. “Loaded,” w/ 
DJs Dugg, C-Pap, Ghost Dad, and Carlos Souffront, 
8 p.m., $3. 

Slide: 430 Mason, San Francisco. D:Fuse, Avid, Giannini, 
Taj, Jimmy Bell, 9 p.m., $10 advance. 

Temple: 540 Howard, San Francisco. “Future Factory,” 
10 p.m., $10-$15. 

Vessel: 85 Campton, San Francisco. Bob Sinclar, G-Stav, 
10 p.m., $20-$25 advance. 


HIP-HOP 


The Independent: 628 Divisadero, San Francisco. 
The Coup, Le VICE, Ren the Vinyl Archaeologist, 
9 p.m., $20. 

John Colins: 138 Minna, San Francisco. ‘#Flow,’’ w/ 
The Whooligan & Mikos Da Gawd, Fourth Friday of 
every month, 10 p.m., free before 11 p.m. 

Lookout: 3600 16th St., San Francisco. ‘Hardly Strictly 
Hip Hop,” benefit for Cambodian Youth impacted by 
HIV & AIDS with Khmera Rouge, The Rice Rockettes, 
Four Corners, Urban Mirage, DJ B-Haul, DJ Kuya 
Christian, DJ Diagnosis, 9 p.m., donation. 





Cinematic Sonic Territory 


RUSSIAN CIRCLES 


ACOUSTIC 


Bazaar Cafe: 5927 California, San Francisco. Fog 
Swamp, / p.m. 

Brick & Mortar Music Hall: 1710 Mission, San Francisco. 
Meiko, 8 p.m., $15. 

Dolores Park Cafe: 501 Dolores, San Francisco. Beryl 
Baker, 7:30 p.m. 

Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St., San Francisco. Rocco 
DeLuca, Johnathan Thomas Wright, Old Man, 9 p.m. 
continues through Jan. 30, $10. 

Pa’ina: 1865 Post, San Francisco. Ben Ahn, 7 p.m., free. 

Red Poppy Art House: 2698 Folsom, San Francisco. 
Amy LaCour Trio, 7:30 p.m., $10-$15. 

Velo Rouge Cafe: 798 Arguello, San Francisco. Cleopatra 
Degher, 7 p.m., free. 

Viracocha: 998 Valencia, San Francisco. Kendra McKin- 
ley, 7 p.m. 


JAZZ 


Atlas Cafe: 3049 20th St., San Francisco. Mean 
to Me, Fourth Friday of every month, 7:30 p.m., 
free. 


- 


Chris Strong 


With Mamiffer, 8 p.m. Friday, Jan. 23, at Great 
American Music Hall. $21, slimspresents.com. 


Over the past decade, Chicago-based trio Russian Circles has risen to become 
one of the leading lights of the Midwestern city’s fertile experimental metal 
scene. Founded by guitarist Mike Sullivan and original bassist Collin DeKuiper 
after the split of their math-rock band Dakota/Dakota, the pair recruited metal 
drummer David Turncrantz and started exploring cinematic sonic territory 
that nodded to post-rock pioneers Tortoise and similarly heavy instrumental 
act Pelican. Since bringing former Botch/These Arms Are Snakes bassist Brian 
Cook on board for the recording of their second album, Station, in 2008, the 
threesome has refined its atmospheric, slowly blossoming style of hypnotic 
post-metal to a majestic, bludgeoning science. The band’s current U.S. tour cele- 
brating its 10th anniversary delivers songs from throughout the trio’s career 
with a focus on its most recent elegiac effort, Memorial. Russian Circles are 
joined by Seattle act Mamiffer, the latest project of onetime Isis guitarist/singer 
Aaron Turner that features his wife, Faith Coloccia, on keyboards and vocals. 


Dave Pehling 
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Bird & Beckett: 653 Chenery, San Francisco. Chuck 
Peterson Quintet, Fourth Friday of every month, 5:30 
p.m., $10 suggested donation per adult. 

Cafe Claude: 7 Claude, San Francisco. Belinda Blair, 
7:30 p.m., free. 

Cliff House: 1090 Point Lobos, San Francisco. Hard Bop 
Collective, 7 p.m. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Francisco. 
Charles Unger Experience, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Pier 23 Cafe: Pier 23, San Francisco. Jack Dorsey 
Group, 8 p.m., free. 

Presidio Officers’ Club: 50 Moraga, San Francisco. Le 
Jazz Hot, 6 p.m.., free. 

The Royal Cuckoo: 3202 Mission, San Francisco. Steve 
Lucky & Carmen Getit in the Hammond Cheese 1/2 
Sandwich, 7:30 p.m., free. 

The Royale: 800 Post, San Francisco. Zach Hash Trio, 








CINEMATIC MUSIC GROUP 


9 p.m., free. 

San Francisco Community Music Center: 544 Capp, 
San Francisco. Darren Johnston's Wind Over Walls 
Quintet featuring Myra Melford, 8 p.m., $15. 

Savanna Jazz Club: 2937 Mission, San Francisco. 
Savanna Jazz Trio, 7:30 p.m. 

Top of the Mark: One Nob Hill, 999 California, San 
Francisco. Black Market Jazz Orchestra, 9 p.m., 
$10. 

Zingari: 501 Post, San Francisco. Joyce Grant, 8 
p.m., free. 


INTERNATIONAL 


Bissap Baobab: 3372 19th St., San Francisco. ‘‘Paris-Da- 
kar African Mix Coupe Decale,” 10 p.m., $5. 
Center for New Music: 55 Taylor, San Francisco. Jen 


SUB POP 


Shyu's Solo Rites: Seven Breaths, 7:30 p.m., $10- 
$15. 

Cigar Bar & Grill: 850 Montgomery, San Francisco. 
Somos el Son, 10 p.m. 

Roccapulco Supper Club: 3140 Mission, San Fran- 
cisco. 2nd Festival de la Cumbia & Guaracha 2015, 
8 p.m., $50. 


BLUES 


Biscuits & Blues: 401 Mason, San Francisco. Sugaray 
Rayford, 7:30 & 10 p.m., $24. 

Lou's Fish Shack: 300 Jefferson, San Francisco. Robert 
“Hollywood” Jenkins, 6 p.m. 

Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, San Francisco. Charles 
Wheal, 9 p.m. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco. Jose Simioni, 
4 p.m.; Ron Thompson, 9:30 p.m. 


MATADOR RECORDS 


Sheba Piano Lounge: 1419 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
Aki Kumar, 9 p.m. 


FUNK 


Revolution Cafe: 3248 22nd St., San Francisco. Fourth 
Fridays Freestyle Fiesta with MSK.fm, Fourth Friday 
of every month. 


SKA 


Slim’s: 333 TIth St., San Francisco. Mad Caddies, The 
Aggrolites, The Bunny Gang, 9 p.m., $20. 


SATURDAY 1/24 


ROCK 


Bender's: 806 S. Van Ness, San Francisco. Hazzard’s 
Cure, Nekrofilth, Weaponizer, 10 p.m., $5. 

Boom Boom Room: 1601 Fillmore, San Francisco. The 
Heavy Pets, DJ K-0s, 9:30 p.m., $15 advance. 

Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., San Francisco. 
Brubaker, Blackwulf, Serpent Crown, 9:30 p.m., 
$10. 

Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, San Francisco. Cult of Youth, 
Hive Mind, Skander, Ning Nong, Kerri LeBon, Matt 
Shapiro, 9 p.m., $10-$12. 

Hemlock Tavern: 1131 Polk, San Francisco. The Swells, 
So What, High St. Bridge, 9 p.m., $7. 

Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St., San Francisco. Bones of 
a Feather, The Grandpa Paws, Los Sirenas, Taylor 
Whitehouse, 8:30 p.m., $8. 

The Independent: 628 Divisadero, San Francisco. 
Waters, Hot Flash Heat Wave, 9 p.m., $15. 

Neck of the Woods: 406 Clement, San Francisco. 


Sunhaze, Phosphene, Sunbeam Rd., 9:30 p.m., $8-$10. 

Slim's: 333 1Ith St., San Francisco. Eyes on the Shore, 
Strange Vine, Rin Tin Tiger, Down & Outlaws, 9 
p.m., $15. 

The Stud: 399 Ninth St., San Francisco. The Truants, 
Shot in the Dark, Parae, DJ Necromos, 9 p.m., $6. 
Thee Parkside: 1600 17th St., San Francisco. Hot Lunch, 

Joy, Buffalo Tooth, Older Sun, 9 p.m., $8. 


DANCE 


Audio Discotech: 316 1th St., San Francisco. Zimmer, 
JOill, 9:30 p.m., $10 advance. 

BeatBox: 314 1ith St., San Francisco. “Bearracuda: 
Underwear Night,"’ w/ DJ Paul Goodyear, 10 p.m., 
$10. 

Beaux: 2344 Market, San Francisco. ‘Gay Kids," w/ 
DJs Guy Ruben & Taco Tuesday, 9 p.m., $5 (free 
before 10 p.m.). 

Cat Club: 1190 Folsom, San Francisco. “Right?!?!: ‘90s 
Pop vs. Hip-Hop,” w/ DJs Porter, Tomas Diablo, Mr. 
Washington, and Myster C, 9:30 p.m., $8. 

DNA Lounge: 375 Tith St., San Francisco. “Bootie S.F.," 
w/ DJ Surda, Smash-Up Derby, A+D, DJ Dada, Marky 
Ray, Haute Mess, VJ Tripp, Keith Kraft, Sharon Buck, 
9 p.m., $10-$20. 

EI Rio: 3158 Mission, San Francisco. “Mango,” Fourth 
Saturday of every month, 3 p.m., $8-$10. 

Harlot: 46 Minna, San Francisco. DJ Cobra, 9 p.m. 

Lone Star Saloon: 1354 Harrison, San Francisco. ‘Studio 
5'4"': Divas Night,” w/ DJs Patty Meltdown & Chillbro 
Baggins, 8 p.m., free. 

Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, San Francisco. 
“Blunted Funk,” w/ resident DJs Sneak-E Pete & 
Chilipino, 9 p.m., $5 (free before 10 p.m.). 

Manor West: 750 Harrison, San Francisco. “4th Satur- 
day,” w/ DJs Tina T & Darkerdaze, 10 p.m. 
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, 20%  SELLUS YOUR STUFF | 

LIVE AT AMOEBA 0 ; BRINGINTHIS ADWITH YOUR § 
SAN FRANCISCO: ba TRADEBONUS : UNWANTED VINYL,CDS,DVDS i 
Tuesday « January 27th 5pm , pete Ne 3 & BLU-RAY & WE'LL REWARD | 
THE DODOS 1 Blu-ray. «:, YOUWITH20%EXTRAVALUE 1 
saturday * January 31st * 20m 1 THROUGH1/26! de ON ALL OFFERS! 9 I 
COCKTAILS ; 


(Offer valid through Monday 1/26. CDs & Vinyl formats, DVDs & Blu-ray only, one offer per 
customer per day. Must have coupon to present after offer is made.) 


1855 HAIGHT STREET « SAN FRANCISCO = (415) 831-1200 
2455 TELEGRAPH AVENUE + BERKELEY « (510) 549-1125 


BUY-SELL-TRADE: DVDS, CDS, LPS, VIDEO GAMES & MORE! HIGHEST PRICES PAID IN CASH OR TRADE! 
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415.536.8180 


PARKING IS EASY, WE VALIDATE! _KEZAR STADIUM LOT IN S.F. & SATHER GATE PARKING GARAGE IN BERKELEY 


ALWAYS FREE SHIPPING ON MUSIC & MOVIES ON AMOEBA.COM! 
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Mezzanine: 444 Jessie, San Francisco. ‘Beats for 
Boobs,” llth annual fashion show & fundraising dance 
party to benefit local breast cancer charities with 
DJs Mancub, Shooey, Haute Mess, Mark Slee, Atish, 
and Lumenetti, 7 p.m., $40-$100 advance. 

Mighty: 119 Utah, San Francisco. “Set,” w/ Hernan 
Cattaneo, Syd Gris, Rafael Vanoni, Kimba, Zita Molnar, 
Grammar, Emanate, $10-$30 advance. 

Milk Bar: 1840 Haight, San Francisco. “The Queen 
Is Dead: 4-Year Anniversary,’ w/ DJ Mario Muse & 
guests, 9 p.m., $5. 

Monarch: 101 Sixth St., San Francisco. “Green Gorilla 
Lounge: Staches & Glasses,” w/ Mike Simonetti, DJ 
M3, Anthony Mansfield, Joey Alaniz, Shane One, Joel 
Conway, 9:30 p.m., $10-$15. 

Pop's Bar: 2800 24th St., San Francisco. “Cult of 
Choice," w/ Shortshortzz & Lisa P, 9 p.m. 

Public Works: 161 Erie, San Francisco. “Icee Hot: 
5-Year Anniversary & 28-Hour Final Goodbye Party,’ 
w/ Robert Hood, Andy Stott, Gerd Janson, Joey 
Anderson, Kowton, Anthony Parasole, Maxmillion 
Dunbar, Hashman Deejay, Pender Street Steppers, 
Matrixxman, Vin Sol, Jason Kendig, Jackie House, 
Contakt, Shawn Reynaldo, Ghosts on Tape, Low Limit, 
DJ Will (event runs from 10 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 24, 
until 2 a.m. Monday, Jan. 26), Sat., Jan. 24, 10 p.m.; 
Sun., Jan. 25, $20 advance. 

Raven: 1151 Folsom, San Francisco. ‘Club Raven,” w/ DJ 
Mark Andrus, 9 p.m., $10. 

Rickshaw Stop: 155 Fell, San Francisco. “Club 1994,” 
w/ DJs Jeffrey Paradise, Vin Sol, Stepdad, and Char 
Donnay, 10 p.m., $10-$20. 

Ruby Skye: 420 Mason, San Francisco. Funkagenda, 
Jason Ross, SNR, Blu J, 9 p.m., $15 advance. 

S.F. Eagle: 398 12th St., San Francisco. “Sadistic 
Saturdays,” w/ Michael Brandon & DJ Guy Ruben, 


Fourth Saturday of every month, 10 p.m. 
Temple: 540 Howard, San Francisco. Grandtheft, Zen 
Freeman, 10 p.m., $15-$20 advance. 


HIP-HOP 


111 Minna Gallery: 111 Minna, San Francisco. ‘Trap x Art: 
Erykah Badu Tribute,” w/ DJ Criddy, 10 p.m. 

John Colins: 138 Minna, San Francisco. “Nice,” w/ DJ 
Apollo, Fourth Saturday of every month, 10 p.m., $5. 

Mission Cultural Center for Latino Arts: 2868 
Mission, San Francisco. Beatshop Labs’ MCCLA 
Winter Hip-Hop Showcase, benefit show with BPos, 
2nd Floor Samurai, AstraLogik, and Decap, 6 p.m., 


$10. 
Slate Bar: 2925 16th St., San Francisco. “Supa Steezy,”’ 


w/ DJs Lando! & Natural, Fourth Saturday of every 
month, 10 p.m., $5. 


ACOUSTIC 


BrainWash Cafe & Laundromat: 1122 Folsom, San 
Francisco. Greg Rekus, 8 p.m., free. 

The Chapel: 777 Valencia, San Francisco. Portland Cello 
Project, 9 p.m., $15-$18. 

Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, San Francisco. Three 
Times Bad, 9 p.m. 

St. Cyprian’s Episcopal Church: 2097 Turk, San 
Francisco. Melody Walker & Jacob Groopman, Molly 
Tuttle & John Mailander, 8 p.m., $15-$20. 

Viracocha: 998 Valencia, San Francisco. Andrew 
Blair, 7 p.m. 


JAZZ 


Bird & Beckett: 653 Chenery, San Francisco. Terrance 
Tony Ensemble, Fourth Saturday of every month, 
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8 p.m., $10. 

Burritt Room: 417 Stockton, San Francisco. Kamikaze 
Butterfly. 

Cafe Claude: 7 Claude, San Francisco. Nova Jazz, 
7:30 p.m., free. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Francisco. 
Bill “Doc” Webster & Jazz Nostalgia, 7:30 p.m., free. 

The Royal Cuckoo: 3202 Mission, San Francisco. Jules 
Broussard & David Udolf, 7:30 p.m., free. 

The Royale: 800 Post, San Francisco. Joe Baer Magnant 
Trio, 9 p.m., free. 

Savanna Jazz Club: 2937 Mission, San Francisco. 


Hardly Strictly Jazz, 7:30 p.m. 
Sheba Piano Lounge: 1419 Fillmore, San Francisco. Nora 


Maki, 6 p.m.; The Robert Stewart Experience, 9 p.m. 
Zingari: 501 Post, San Francisco. Emily Hayes, 8 
p.m., free. 


INTERNATIONAL 


1015 Folsom: 1015 Folsom, San Francisco. “Pura,” 9 
p.m., $20. 

Balancoire: 2565 Mission, San Francisco. Tango Brunch, 
1i a.m., $10 for tango lesson (free dance after 1 
p.m.). 

Bissap Baobab: 3372 19th St., San Francisco. ‘‘Paris-Da- 
kar African Mix Coupe Decale,” 10 p.m., $5. Maisa 
Duke y Energia do Samba, 11:30 p.m. 

Cigar Bar & Grill: 850 Montgomery, San Francisco. Julio 
Bravo y Su Orquesta Salsabor, 10 p.m. 

Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., San Francisco. ‘El 
SuperRitmo,” w/ DJs Roger Mas & EI Kool Kyle, 10 
p.m., $5 before 11 p.m. 

OMG: 43 Sixth St., San Francisco. “Bollywood Blast,” 
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PRESERVING THE BLUES SINCE 199% 


KEVIN RUSSELL — 
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| KIS PLUDTOMIR 6 MeCiad, Landau Based 
| > EDDIE NEON BLUES BAND 
|| MORTH BEACH BRASS BAND 
|) KYLE ROWLAND BLUES BAND 
|) SUGARAY RAYEORD 
| 4 CHRIS CAIN 


BOA OFFICE: 401 MASON. ST 


(415).292.2583 
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Fourth Saturday of every month, 9 p.m., $10. 

Red Poppy Art House: 2698 Folsom, San Francisco. 
Musical Art Quintet, 7:30 p.m., $15-$20. 

Space 550: 550 Barneveld, San Francisco. ‘Club 
Fuego,’ 9:30 p.m. 


BLUES 


Biscuits & Blues: 401 Mason, San Francisco. Chris Cain, 
7:30 & 10 p.m., $22. 

Lou's Fish Shack: 300 Jefferson, San Francisco. 
Willie G, 6 p.m. 

The Riptide: 3639 Taraval, San Francisco. Mr. Chin's 
Hot Sauce, 9:30 p.m., free. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco. Dave Workman, 
Fourth Saturday of every month, 4 p.m.; Cathy 
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Lemons, 9:30 p.m. 


SOUL 


Neck of the Woods: 406 Clement, San Francisco. 
Jasmine Jordan, Current Personae, Habit, 9:30 p.m., 


$10. 


Pa’ina: 1865 Post, San Francisco. Top Shelf Classics, 


8 p.m., $15-$30. 


SUNDAY 1/25 


ROCK 


Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., San Francisco. 
Parkway, Brave Ulysses, 7 p.m., $12. 

Brick & Mortar Music Hall: 1710 Mission, San Francisco. 
L.A. Witch, Mondo Drag, Talkies, 8 p.m., $6-$9. 


PATTON 
UoWALT 


Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., San Francisco. Girls 
& Boys, Dogcatcher, Kitten Grenade, 7 p.m., $8. 
Slim's: 333 Tith St., San Francisco. Dark Tranquillity, 

Insomnium, Apothesary, 8 p.m., $26. 
Thee Parkside: 1600 17th St., San Francisco. Madball, 
Donnybrook, Mizery, West Lords, 8 p.m., $15. 


DANCE 


Beaux: 2344 Market, San Francisco. “Big Top,’’ 9 p.m. 

The Cellar: 685 Sutter, San Francisco. “Replay Sundays,’ 
9 p.m., free. 

The Edge: 4149 18th St., San Francisco. ‘80s at 8," 
w/ DJ MC2, 8 p.m. 

Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, San Francisco. “Dub Mis- 
sion," w/ DJs Konnex & Sep, 9 p.m., $6 (free before 
9:30 p.m.). 


JANUARY 28 - 8PM 
ZELLERBACK AUDITORIUM 


TICKETS ON SALE FRIDAY, OCTOBER 24 


i=] 5) 4 


sel d—ee—em LYVENATION.com 


AT 


a ira<- MeN Zell o]o)(-Kolm MhZ-\NloliloaRoo lu Maco. <iiericUReol Rel monte] Ke |-M oNal olacolal-¥al (3100) BZA-sonse1010)0) 


SFWEEKLY.COM 





THE REGENCY BALLROOM Sia SAS (ZN 8c st iB. 











new eyes tour 









ON SALE FRIDAY! éebut album out now ON SALE FRIDAY) SS wow ectuw 1 pewres 
a oe Dad ae im CTOORt HOW 
APRIL 135 incluges smash Site with JESS GLYNNE ’ . Seemann mies call 





“rather be” & “real leve 





“NOEL CALLAGHERS 
“HIGH. FLYING BIRDS 












with special guests TOUCHE AMORE and JOYCE MANOR 





ON SALE FRIDAY! 
APRI L 16 
a 


ON SALE FRIDAY! 
\MA\1 8 uit 


SPANDAU BALLET 







JANUARY 30 







2015 CONDRAGULATIONS TOUR 
_ LINEUP SUBJECT TO CHANGE 
: : 
; 








& 


eT eed WG) 
Patel Are 


FEBRUARY 7 LUGO 





Melci le LESS THAN JAKE CRAIG FERGUSON MAT KEARNEY 














DJ RHETORIK REEL BIG FISH FEBRUARY 20 PARACHUTE 
MICHAEL CHRISTMAS Nunatle)-\imay4-i-ce) ING BACK SUNDAY ee MAR Hi 
FEBRUARY It FEBRUARY 17 LETLIVE. » THE MENZINGERS 
MARCH 1 DATSIK 
SOUND REMEDY FLIGHT FACILITIES ETCIETC! 
MAYHEM « KAYZO TOUCH SENSITIVE GEORGE LOPEZ TRUTH 
FEBRUARY 13 FEBRUARY 24 MARCH 7 MARCH 14 






THEWARFIELDTHEATRE.COM 
WARFIELD BOX OFFICE OPEN SUNDAYS 10AM - 4PM 





THEREGENCYBALLROOM.COM 
1300 VAN NESS at SUTTER 
@THEWARFIELD 


yf @REGENCYBALLROOM 
@GOLDENVOICESF GOLDENVOICESF 


, "Cc 
CW ane Gd] | GoLDENvoice.com Get tickets at AXS.com 


LETTERS NEWS COVERSTORY THECALENDAR ARTS & CULTURE EAT 


WARFIELD 
REGENCYBALLROOM 


my THEWARFIELD 


ey THEREGENCYBALLROOM 
GOLDENVOICESF 








JANUARY 22-28, 2015 49 


F8: 1192 Folsom, San Francisco. “Stamina,” w/ Logistics, 
10 p.m., free. 

The Knockout: 3223 Mission, San Francisco. “Sweater 
Funk,"’ 10 p.m., free. 

Lookout: 3600 16th St., San Francisco. “Jock,” Sundays, 
3-8 p.m., $2. 

Monarch: 101 Sixth St., San Francisco. “Werd," w/ 
Henry Chow & Sasha Braverman (Rekliner), 9 p.m., 
$5 advance. 

Public Works: 161 Erie, San Francisco. “Icee Hot: 
5-Year Anniversary & 28-Hour Final Goodbye Party,’’ 
w/ Robert Hood, Andy Stott, Gerd Janson, Joey 
Anderson, Kowton, Anthony Parasole, Maxmillion 
Dunbar, Hashman Deejay, Pender Street Steppers, 
Matrixxman, Vin Sol, Jason Kendig, Jackie House, 
Contakt, Shawn Reynaldo, Ghosts on Tape, Low Limit, 
DJ Will (event runs from 10 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 24, 


PUTBI.I 


until 2 a.m. Monday, Jan. 26), Sat., Jan. 24, 10 p.m.; 
Sun., Jan. 25, $20 advance. 

S.F. Eagle: 398 12th St., San Francisco. “Studio 84,” w/ 
DJs Tomas Diablo & Donimo, 7 p.m., $5. 

The Stud: 399 Ninth St., San Francisco. ‘‘Cognitive 
Dissonance,’ Fourth Sunday of every month, 6 p.m. 


HIP-HOP 


Boom Boom Room: 1601 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
“Return of the Cypher,” 9:30 p.m., free. 


ACOUSTIC 


The Chieftain: 198 Fifth St., San Francisco. Traditional 
Irish Session, 6 p.m. 
Milk Bar: 1840 Haight, San Francisco. Tell River, The 


CWORICS 


Lowmen, The Bullet Band, 8 p.m., $5. 

Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, San Francisco. Seisitn, 
9 p.m. 

The Rite Spot Cafe: 2099 Folsom, San Francisco. Bone 
Cootes & Jacob Aranda, 6 p.m., free. 

Viracocha: 998 Valencia, San Francisco. The Native 
Sibling, Owl Paws, Grand Lake Islands, Robin Bacior, 
8 p.m. 


JAZZ 


Bird & Beckett: 653 Chenery, San Francisco. Dave 
Rocha Quartet, 4:30 p.m. 

Chez Hanny: 1300 Silver, San Francisco. Marko Djordje- 
vic & Sveti, 4 p.m., $20 suggested donation. 

Doc’s Lab: 124 Columbus, San Francisco. Bay Area 
Composer's Big Band, 6:30 p.m., free. 


Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Francisco. 
Bill “Doc” Webster & Jazz Nostalgia, 7:30 p.m.., free. 

Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, San Francisco. 
Sunday Sessions, 10 p.m.., free. 

The Royal Cuckoo: 3202 Mission, San Francisco. Lavay 
Smith & Chris Siebert, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Savanna Jazz Club: 2937 Mission, San Francisco. 
Savanna Jazz Jam with Eric Tillman, Danny Castro, 
and Nick Fishman, 7 p.m., $5. 

Zingari: 501 Post, San Francisco. Lisa Torres, 7:30 p.m. 


INTERNATIONAL 


Atmosphere: 447 Broadway, San Francisco. “Hot 
Bachata Nights,”’ w/ DJ El Guapo, 5:30 p.m., $10 ($20 
with dance lessons). 

Center for New Music: 55 Taylor, San Francisco. New 


THE GREATEST MASHUP PARTY IN THE UNIVERSE 


Year Koto Concert, w/ Shoko Hikagei, Tomohiro 
Tanaka, and Kayo Toki, 7:30 p.m., $10-$15. 

El Rio: 3158 Mission, San Francisco. Salsa Sundays, 
Second and Fourth Sunday of every month, 3 p.m., $8- 
$10. 

Neck of the Woods: 406 Clement, San Francisco. Plan 
Lomonosova, Boctok-Zapad, 8 p.m., $20-$25. 

Revolution Cafe: 3248 22nd St., San Francisco. The 
Balkan Evening, 8:30 p.m. 

Roccapulco Supper Club: 3140 Mission, San Francisco. 
Tego Calderon, 6 p.m., $45. 


BLUES 
Biscuits & Blues: 401 Mason, San Francisco. Cole 


Fonseca, 7 & 9 p.m., $15. 
Lou's Fish Shack: 300 Jefferson, San Francisco. Nat 
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Bolden, 4 p.m. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco. Blues Power, 
4p.m.; The Door Slammers, Fourth Sunday of every 
month, 9:30 p.m. 


MONDAY 1/26 


ROCK 


The Knockout: 3223 Mission, San Francisco. Sporting 
Life, Slow Crawl, Post Men, 9:30 p.m., $6. 

Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., San Francisco. Fleece, 
Spring, Hazel’s Wart, 8 p.m., $5. 


DANCE 


Beaux: 2344 Market, San Francisco. “Opulence,” 9 
p.m., free. 

DNA Lounge: 375 Ith St., San Francisco. “Death Guild,” 
18+ dance party with DJs Decay, Joe Radio, Melting 
Girl, & quests, 9:30 p.m., $3-$5. 

Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, San Francisco. 
“'M.0.M. (Motown on Mondays)," w/ DJ Gordo Cabeza 


& Timoteo Gigante, 8 p.m.., free. 
Q Bar: 456 Castro, San Francisco. “Wanted,” w/ DJs 


Key&Kite and Richie Panic, 9 p.m., free. 





HIP-HOP 


Mercer: 255 Rhode Island, San Francisco. ‘Mercer 
Mondays,” w/ The Wild N Krazy Kids & Risky Bizness 
Crew, 8 p.m., free. 


ACOUSTIC 


Amnesia: 853 Valencia, San Francisco. The Earl Brothers, 
Fourth Monday of every month, 9 p.m., free. 

Fiddler's Green: 1333 Columbus, San Francisco. Terry 
Savastano, 9:30 p.m., free/donation. 

Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St., San Francisco. Open Mic 
with Brendan Getzell, 8 p.m., free. 

Osteria: 3277 Sacramento, San Francisco. ‘Acoustic 
Bistro,” w/ Olivia Mancini, 7 p.m., free. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco. Peter Lindman, 
4 p.m. 


JAZZ 


Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Francisco. 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


Eugene Pliner Quartet with Tod Dickow, 7:30 p.m., 
free. 

Le Colonial: 20 Cosmo, San Francisco. Le Jazz Hot, 
7p.m., free. 

Sheba Piano Lounge: 1419 Fillmore, San Francisco. City 
Jazz Instrumental Jam Session, 8 p.m. 


INTERNATIONAL 


Neck of the Woods: 406 Clement, San Francisco. 
SalsaCrazy Dance Night, w/ lessons by Evan Margolin, 
7 p.m., $60/four weeks. 

The Parlor: 2801 Leavenworth, San Francisco. ‘Carnival 
Mondays,” 9 p.m., free, playasf.com. 


REGGAE 


Skylark Bar: 3089 16th St., San Francisco. “Skylarking,” 
w/ 1&I Vibration, 10 p.m.., free. 


BLUES 


Elite Cafe: 2049 Fillmore, San Francisco. ‘Fried Chicken 
& Blues,” 6 p.m. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco. The Bachelors, 
9:30 p.m. 


Sporting Life plays 
The Knockout on 
Monday, Jan. 26. 


TUESDAY 1/27 


ROCK 


Amoeba Music: 1855 Haight, San Francisco. The Dodos, 
5 p.m., free. 

Hemlock Tavern: 1131 Polk, San Francisco. Weyes Blood, 
Meg Baird, 8:30 p.m., $8. 

The Independent: 628 Divisadero, San Francisco. The 
Vaselines, Loch Lomond, 8 p.m., $20. 

The Knockout: 3223 Mission, San Francisco. bWreck, 
Roland, Covet, DJ Special Lord B, 9:30 p.m., $6. 


DANCE 


Aunt Charlie’s Lounge: 133 Turk, San Francisco. 
“High Fantasy,” w/ DJ Viv, Myles Cooper, & guests, 
10 p.m., $2. 

Beaux: 2344 Market, San Francisco. ‘Cock Shot,” w/ 
DJs Chad Bays & Riley Patrick, 9 p.m., free. 

Monarch: 101 Sixth St., San Francisco. ‘‘Soundpieces,”’ 
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MADE WITH ORGANIC TOBACCO” 


MERICAN SOIL 


100% ADDITIVE-FREE NATURAL TOBACCO 












Website restricted to U.S. smokers 21 years of age and older. 


SURGEON GENERAL'S WARNING: Quitting Smoking 
Now Greatly Reduces Serious Risks to Your Health. 


No additives in our tobacco 
does NOT mean a safer cigarette. 


Organic tobacco does NOT 
mean a Safer cigarette. 
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SUNDAY, JANUARY 29 9PM - 
FREE BEFORE 9°30. /S6 AFTER 


DUB MISSION 
PRESENTS THE BEST IN DUB, 
ROOTS REGGAE & DANCEHALL WITH 


DJ SEP iio speci vest 
SELECTA-KONNEX 
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY:28-9PM = $10 
ELBO ROOM PRESENTS 


SMOKED 
OUT SOUL 
Feat. AFROQBEN-: ZEBUEL, 

WILL MAGID, PAUL OLIPHANT 


UP COME 6 H0 WS 
THU 1/29 KOKOMO HUM 
FRI 1/30: SWAGGER-LIKE US 
SAT. 1/31 EARLY: 
LITERARY DEATH MATCH 
LATE: SWEATER: FUNK 
SUN 2/1-DUB- MISSION: DJ SEP 
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LIVE ulti J, NIGHTS A WEEK 


0 am+) 


“HAPPY HOUR” TUESDAY THRU SUNDAY 


4PM ‘til 8PM 
$4 WELLS/S4 DRAFTS/S2 PBR/ $2 OFF ALL LIQUOR 


THURSDAY JANUARY 22 $7 ADV 
San Francisco’s premiere vibrational 
connectors: 





(plus: ) 


FRI JANUARY 23 & SAT JANUARY 24 $15 ADV 
peeunne in San Francisco, Direct 
rom South Florida 


& 
2s 


SUNDAY JANUARY 25 FREE 


* Freestyle Hip-Hop * DJ Kevvy Kev* 
* The Gemstone Band * FREE Party!* 


MONDAY JANUARY 26 FREE 


**”freee Show!’’** 


TUESDAY JANUARY 27 $5 ADV 
Hottest New Act in the Blues Scene 


THURSDAY JANUARY 29 $5 ADV 


( EL Metate side project) 
Feat. 2 DEYU BRAUN 
(Guitarist of the Hibbity Dibbity) 
FRIDAY JANUARY 30 $12 ADV 


fof ‘P Funk Allstars’] 


+ *DJI 
+ MARTIN LUTHER of the Roots 
SATURDAY JANUARY 31 $10 ADV 


(plus: ) 
(Going from 9: 30pm ‘til 3am) 
THURSDAY MARCH 5 $12 ADV 
@ The Chapel 
** BELLYMAN’S BALL ** 
“A Double Feature Album Release” 





BooM BooM RooM Presents 
in New Orleans: 


@ JAZZ FEST 2015 
10 shows at night! 
April 23-30 


Make-Out Room 


THURS 1/22 AT 9:30 PM FREE 


GLAM NIGHT 
DJs MEDIUM RARE & OMAR PEREZ 
70S GLAM, BUBBLEGUM, PROTOPUNK 
& HIGH ENERGY ROCK N’ ROLL! 


FRI 1/23 AT 6:30 PM FREE 


SHAKE APPEAL } HAPPY HOUR 
w/ DJS GALINE MODMOSELLE, OMAR 
PEREZ, BARON VON WEST & VALENTINO 
GARAGE, SOUL, PSYCH, GLAM, ROCK ‘N’ ROLL 


FOLLOWING AT 10 PM $5 


BOOM! SHAK-A-LAK-A 
w/ DJ) 2SHY-SHY & DJ MELT W/U 
FUNK, SOUL, DISCO, WAVE, SYNTH-POP, 

HIP-HOP, GROOVE & INTERNATIONAL 


SAT 1/24 AT 10PM $5 


EL SUPERRITMO! 
DJ EL KOOL KYLE y DJ ROGER MAS 
CUMBIA, DANCE-HALL, HOP-HOP, 
REGGAETON, SALSA BUENA Y MAS! 


SUN 1/25 AT 7 PM $8 
BOURGEOIS PRODUCTIONS PRESENTS: 
GIRLS & BOYS + DOGCATCHER + KITTEN GRENADE 


FOLLOWING AT 11PM FREE 


DJ HOTLINE! 
ALL VINYL 


GLAM, PUNK, POST-PUNK, POP & BUBBLEGUM 


MON 1/26 AT 6 PM FREE 


DRESS TO SWEAT 
DJS ENDIVE & LEISURE PRESENT: 
DISCO FOR TECHIES 


FOLLOWING AT 9PM FREE 


420 MINUTES 


LIKE MTV'S 120 MINUTES ON DRUGS! WS, DJS & MORE! 


SP ee 3 


SLOW JAMS 
w/ DJ PRIMO & FRIENDS 
DEEP & SWEET 60S SOUL 


WED 1/28 AT 7PM $8 


BIG WEDNESDAY 
HOSTED BY JEREMY WHEAT 
A COMEDY SHOW WITH SOME VARIETY! 


FOLLOWING AT 10PM FREE 


INT'L FREAKOUT A-GO-GO! 
W/ DIS 
SPECIAL LORD B., BEN BRACKEN & BOBBY GANUSH 
60S 70S SOUL-FUNK-DISCO-POP FROM AROUND THE WORLD! 
INTERNATIONAL TUNES THAT TAKE YOU THERE - 
COME HEAR WHAT'S BLOWING OUR MINDS! 


3225 22nd ST. @ MISSION SF CA 94110 
415-647-2888 ¢ www.makeoutroom.com 
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10 p.m. 

Q Bar: 456 Castro, San Francisco. “Switch,” w/ DJs 
Jenna Riot & Andre, 9 p.m., $3. 

Underground SF: 424 Haight, San Francisco. “Shelter,” 
10 p.m.., free. 


ACOUSTIC 


Amnesia: 853 Valencia, San Francisco. Kelly McFarling, 
John Elliot, CCRRR, 9 p.m., $7. 

Bazaar Cafe: 5927 California, San Francisco. Song- 
writers in Residence: 11th Avenue Records, w/ 
Wesley Woo, Tommy P., and more, 7 p.m. continues 
through. 

Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, San Francisco. Seisiun, 
9 p.m. 


JAZZ 


Burritt Room: 417 Stockton, San Francisco. Terry 
Disley's Rocking Jazz Trio, 6 p.m., free. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Francisco. 
Clifford Lamb, Mel Butts, and Friends, 7:30 p.m., 
free. 

Le Colonial: 20 Cosmo, San Francisco. Lavay Smith & 
Her Red Hot Skillet Lickers, 7 p.m. 

Revolution Cafe: 3248 22nd St., San Francisco. The 
Pleasure Palace, Fourth Tuesday of every month, 9 
p.m. 

Verdi Club: 2424 Mariposa, San Francisco. “Tuesday 
Night Jump,” w/ Stompy Jones, 9 p.m., $10-$12. 
Wine Kitchen: 507 Divisadero St., San Francisco. Hot 

Club Pacific, 7:30 p.m. 


MONARCH 
101 6TH STREET 


TESSA 
LOU EVENS / THE INSUFFERABLES 
THROW ME DOWN A WELL 


MONARCH AND DEEP BLUE PRESENT: 
DERRICK MAY 
ROOZ / BO / JJ SHAY & CORBIN 


DERRICK MAY 


MONARCH AND GREEN GORILLA 

LOUNGE PRESENT: 

DJ M3 BIRTHDAY BASH: 

MIKE SIMONETTI / DJ M3 / ANTHONY MANSFIELD 
JOEY ALANIZ / SHANE ONE / Ae CONWAY 





WERD. AND MONARCH PRESENT: 
WERD. REKLINER (HENRY 
CHOW & SASHA BRAVERMAN) 





AMAZING HOUR ~ 


FRIDAY 5:30P - &:30P 


LOUNGE UPSTAIRS - CLUB DOWNSTAIRS 
CHECK SITE FOR CLUB HOURS 


MONARCHSF.COM 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


MONDAY . 








= = 
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John Elliott = 
with Kelly McFarlinge 
at Amnesia on 
Tuesday, Jan. 2 


—— 
Zingari: 501 Post, San Francisco. Carol Luckenbach, 
7:30 p.m., free. 


INTERNATIONAL 


F8: 1192 Folsom, San Francisco. ‘Underground Nomads,’’ 
w/ rotating resident DJs Amar, Sep, and Dulce Vita, 
plus guests, 9 p.m., $5 (free before 9:30 p.m.). 

Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St., San Francisco. Making 
Movies, 8 p.m., $10. 

The Parlor: 2801 Leavenworth, San Francisco. ““Echale 
Mas Salsa," 9 p.m., free. 

Pop's Bar: 2800 24th St., San Francisco. “Tropicana 


SILQCL $ 


CLOTHING SUPERSTORE 


Huge Selection of 


DICKIES CLOTHING 


2366 MISSION ST. 
(BETWEEN 19TH & 20TH) 


SAN FRANCISCO 
415.824.7729 


WWW.ZOOTSUITSTORE.COM 





SFWEEKLY.COM 









Logan Brown 
Tuesdays,” w/ rotating DJs The Whooligan, El Kool 
Kyle, Mr. Lucky, J-Boogie, Ras Rican, and Stepwise, 
9 p.m. 


REGGAE 


Milk Bar: 1840 Haight, San Francisco. “Bless Up," w/ 
Jah Warrior Shelter Hi-Fi, 10 p.m., $5. 


BLUES 


50 Mason Social House: 50 Mason, San Francisco. 


Boozeland 


COCKTAILS ~ BEER 
PATIO — POOL 
SHUFFLE BOARD 
CAS 


OPEN NOON » 2 AM 


7 DAYS A WEEK 
CAS 


510 LARKIN 


between turk & eddy 
the tenderloin 


CFS 
UPSTAIRS BAR 
AVAILABLE FOR 
PRIVATE PARTIES 





Sweaty Blues & Funk Rock Jam, 8 p.m., free. 

Biscuits & Blues: 401 Mason, San Francisco. The Brat 
Pack, 7:30 & 9:30 p.m., $15. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco. G.G. Amos 
Duo, 5:30 p.m.; Powell Street Blues Band, 9:30 
p.m. 

Wine Kitchen: 507 Divisadero St., San Francisco. ‘Delta 
Blues Dinner Party,” w/ Bill Phillippe, Second and 
Fourth Tuesday of every month, 7:30 p.m. 


FUNK 


Brick & Mortar Music Hall: 1710 Mission, San Francisco. 
Hot Pocket, Bandulu, The Heard, 9 p.m., $8-$12. 


SOUL 


Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., San Francisco. ‘Slow 
Jams,” w/ DJ Primo & friends, 9:30 p.m., free. 


WEDNESDAY 1/28 


ROCK 


Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., San Francisco. The 
Brankas, Rex Goliath, James Conner, 9 p.m., $8. 
Brick & Mortar Music Hall: 1710 Mission, San Fran- 
cisco. The Soft White Sixties, Mahgeetah, Wove, 9 
p.m., $10-$14. 

DNA Lounge: 375 1ith St., San Francisco. Witchburn, 
Andalusia Rose, 8:30 p.m., $8-$10. 

EI Rio: 3158 Mission, San Francisco. Marbler, 
KnightressM1, The Low Rollers, 9 p.m., $7. 

Hemlock Tavern: 1131 Polk, San Francisco. Helms Alee, 
Marriages, Glaciers, 8:30 p.m., $10. 


& il? Pe 2) 


KITCHEN ed MON-SAT AT 6PM 





1/24 ALCOHOLOCAUST PRESENTS 
HAZZARD’S CURE 
(VINYL RELEASE PARTY FOR “THE UGLY” 12” EP) 
NEKROFILTH (CLEVELAND) 
WEAPONIZER (DENVER) 

10PM ONLY $5 

HEAVY SLUDGY STONEY DOOM 

METAL TO BLOW YOUR EARDRUMS OUT! 


1/25 SCHLITZ INDUSTRY NIGHT 
$4 SHOTS OF FERNET BRANCA, 
$2 SCHLITZ BOTTLES, 

$5 SHOTS BULLEIT BOURBON, 
$3 STOLI SHAKEY SHOTS 


1/26 MOJITO MONDAYS 
$5 MOJITOS ALL DAY AND 
ASS-END HAPPY HOUR 11 P.M. 
TO 2 A.M. $1 OFF DRAFT/WELL 


Wei TEQUILA TWO- 
WHEELED TUESDAYS 

$6 SHOT OF TEQUILA 

WITH A CAN OF TECATE 


WHISKEY WEDNESDAYS 
$5 PBR AND WHISKEY 
SHOT ALL NIGHT LONG 


BENDERS BAR & GRILL 
806 S. VAN NESS @ 19TH * 415.824.1800 


%* MON-THU 4PM-2AM ~* FRI-SUN 2PM-2AM * 
%& WWW.BENDERSBAR.COM * 
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° THURSDAY JANUARY 22ND, 2015 
)) PURPLES DANCE KARAOKE THURSDAYS aly 
JANUARY 23RD, 2015 


HIP HOP, ELECTRONIC, RNB NO VACANCY 
SATURDAY JANUARY 24TH, 2015 
SUPA STEEZY SATURDAYS }1\ 1102, CLUB ANTHEMS, TOP 40 WAVE | FUNK 
SUNDAY JANUARY 25TH, 2015 
rs COSTUME KARAOKE \\)\' 1) (J PAUL 
TUESDAY JANUARY 27TH, 2015 
£54 
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2925 16TH STREET SAN FRANCISCO CA 94103 
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every 


SUNDAY 


only in 


Examiner 





More Reviews, More News 


All About the Bay Area Food Scene 


JANUARY 22-28, 2015 


AUNCH ._* 
, a 
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Meg Baird plays 
Hemlock Tavern 
Tuesday, Jan. 27. 
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The Knockout: 3223 Mission, San Francisco. Mister 
Midnight, High Cliffs, Hi Lo Ha, Little Person, 8:30 
p.m., $8-$10. 


DANCE 


Beaux: 2344 Market, San Francisco. ‘Pussy Party,”’ w/ 
Sasha, Ms. Jackson, guests, 9 p.m., free. 

The Cafe: 2369 Market, San Francisco. “Sticky Wednes- 
days,” w/ DJ Mark Andrus, 8 p.m.., free. 

Cat Club: 1190 Folsom, San Francisco. ““Bondage-A- 
Go-Go," w/ DJ Damon, Tomas Diablo, guests, 9:30 
p.m., $7-$10. 

City Nights: 715 Harrison, San Francisco. “Electro Pop 
Rocks,” 18+ dance party with Koyote, 9 p.m. 

F8: 1192 Folsom, San Francisco. “‘Housepitality,” w/ 
Eric Cloutier, Victor Vega, Mike Bee, Joel Conway, 


JANUARY 22-28, 2015 


9 p.m., $5-S10. 


BILLY JOEL MUMFORD & SONS DERDMAUS KENDRICK LAMAR 


FLORENCE + THE MACHINE ROBERT PLANT MPSENSATIONAL SPACE SHIFTERS ‘ ‘Ma 


& MY MORNING JACKET BRSSNMECTRR ALABAMR SHRKES CHELDOGH GAMBINO 
FLUME HOZIER SLAYER BEN HARPER If INNOCENT CRIMINALS BELLE & SEBASTIAN 
~e, S®OON THE WAR ON DRUGS STS? BEN FOLDS & YMUSK SUPERJAM | 
‘ eee! ATMOSPHERE ATOMIC BOMB! WHO IS WILURM ONYERBOR? TERRS POR FERRS 
BRANDI CARLILE TWENTY ONE PILOTS THE BLUEGRASS SITURTION SUPERJRM 
FERTURING ED HELMS & SPECIAL GUESTS FLYING LOTUS EARTH WIND 4 FIRE CARIBOU 
GARY CLARK JR. SBTRKT PUNCH BROTHERS MEDESK) SCOPELD, MARTIN, & WOOD 
oP TOVE LO RUN THE JEWELS DAWES GEIZY TREMOLED By TURTLES STURGILL SIMPSON 
MOON TAX] AWOLNATION SYLYRN ESSO BELA FLECK & RBIGRE WRSHBURN 
GUSTER JAMIE XX AGRINST ME) OOESZA SOUR JERRY DOUGLAS PRESENTS 
EARLS OF LEICESTER BLEACHERS QUDIMENTAL MAC DEMARCO TYCHO 
THE VERY BEST FREDDIE GIBBS 4 MADLIB SHARKEY GRAVES SHABAZZ PRLACES 
GRAMRTIK M@ UNKNOWN MORTAL ORCHESTRA JUNGLE BENJAMIN BOOKER 
HOUNDMOUTH THE GROWLERS GLASS ANIMALS ANR TUOUR SZA 
COURTNEY BARNETT RHIRNNON GIDDENS ROYAL BLOOD TANYA TAGAQ WOODS 
HURRAY FOR THE RIFF RAFF ICERGE TEMPLES BETWEEN THE BURIED & ME 
RUSTIE RYN WERVER DOPAPOD POKEY LAFARGE PRIORY BRHRMAS 
STRAND OF CORKS PHOK GREGORY ALAN GSAROV BROWNOUT PRESENTS BROWN SABBATH 
THE DISTRICTS MIRDISEN WARD & THE MAM BERR DMRS CATFISH & THE BOTTLEMEN 
JON CLEARY & THE ABSOLUTE MONSTER GENTLEMEN PALLBEARER DEJ LO®F 
CHRISTOPHER DENNY HISS GOLOEN MESSENGER KING GIZZARD AND THE 
LIZARD WIZARD JESSICA HERNANDEZ & THE DELTAS UNLOCKING THE TRUTH 


6) EXPER ENCES 
THE LEGENDARY RACH - FROLIC IN THE FOUNTAIN - SHAKE & JOKE'S 
CHRISTMAS CLUB BARN - COMEDY THEATRE CINEMA TENT 
MELT-IN-YOUR-MOUTH ERTS 25+ CRAFT GREWERIES THE SILENT DGCO 
THE FERRIS WHEEL  SPLASH-R-ROO & THE BIG ASS WHTERSUDE 
OUTRAGEOUS NIGHTLY PHRADES - THE MARKET - HRMRGEDDON 
PLANET ROO YOGA SEITNTION x uN & MORE TEA 
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Lookout: 3600 16th St., San Francisco. “What?,” 7 
p.m., free. 

Mezzanine: 444 Jessie, San Francisco. Knife Party, Sam 
F,9 p.m., sold out. 

Q Bar: 456 Castro, San Francisco. ‘Booty Call," w/ 
Juanita More & guests, 9 p.m., $3. 

Raven: 1151 Folsom, San Francisco. ‘‘Wayback Wednes- 
day,” w/ DJ Mark Andrus, 8 p.m.., free. 

Rickshaw Stop: 155 Fell, San Francisco. Beacon, Lord 
Raja, Running in the Fog, 8 p.m., $10-$12. 

Underground SF: 424 Haight, San Francisco. ‘Friends 
with Benefits," w/ resident DJ Marky Ray, 10 p.m., 
free. 


HIP-HOP 


Double Dutch: 3192 16th St., San Francisco. ‘West 
Coast Wednesday,” w/ DJ LazyBoy & Mr. Murdock, 


DRINKS * FOOD » MUSIC 
THUR 1/22 7PM $12 ADV/ $I5 DOOR 
ee 


ma ae 2 ADV DOOR 

Y (WALL OF vooD00 
ot 1/25 7PM $/4 ADV / $17 DOOR 
MERRY JOSEPH & THE JACKMORMONS 
WED aie ua $52 ADV / $57 DOOR 


(ANEVENINGWiTH LEQ KOTTKE 


m2 82 ADV / ca DOOR 


SUN 2/8 7PM Ke ADV / $72 DOOR 


GERD oNS 


TUES 2/10 6:30PM S27 ADV | $32 DOOR 


ene 
WITH BOB WEIR 
JUSTIN KREUT 


_THUR 2/127PM $22 ADV / $27 ml 


VENING WITH» 
THE CALIFORNI NE EYDROPS 
“FRIZ/I3 8PM $20 ADV / $22 DOOR 
MARK KARAN special Guests 
SAT 2/I47PM $35 ADV / $37 DOOR 


OVER THE RHINE 
PATO 





10 p.m., free. 

John Colins: 138 Minna, San Francisco. “Mixtape 
Wednesdays,” 10 p.m., $5. 

Pop's Bar: 2800 24th St., San Francisco. “Wu-Tang 
Wednesdays,” w/ DJ Kevvy Kev, 9 p.m., free. 


ACOUSTIC 


Bazaar Cafe: 5927 California, San Francisco. Molly 
Hanmer & Jeff Desira, 7 p.m. 

Cafe Divine: 1600 Stockton, San Francisco. Craig 
Ventresco & Meredith Axelrod, 7 p.m., free. 

Cigar Bar & Grill: 850 Montgomery, San Francisco. The 
Highway Poets, 8 p.m. 

Fiddler’s Green: 1333 Columbus, San Francisco. Terry 
Savastano, Every other Wednesday, 9:30 p.m., 
free/donation. 

Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St., San Francisco. Jimbo Mathus 


Thee Sarkside 


FULL BAR 7 DAYS + Happy Hour M-F, 2-8pm 
OPEN AT 2PM, SAT AT NOON 
KITCHEN OPEN DAILY - SUNDAY BRUNCH (11AM-3PM) 


SATURDAY, 1/24 - 12PM-4PM - FREE 





SATURDAY, 1/24 - 9PM - $8 


eoeceeereeeoe eee ee eee eee eee eee eee ee eee ee eeeoeeeee 


SUNDAY, 1/25 - 8PM - $15 


THURSDAY, 1/29 - 9PM - $7 


eoeoeererere eee eee eee eee eee ee eee eeee eee eee eee eeee 


SATURDAY, 1/31 - 9PM - $10 


UPCOMING EVENTS 


theeparkside.com 


1600 17th Street + 415-252-1330 
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& The Tri-State Coalition, 8 p.m., $12. 
Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, San Francisco. The Toast 
Inspectors, Last Wednesday of every month, 9 p.m. 


JAZZ 


Amnesia: 853 Valencia, San Francisco. Gaucho, Eric 
Garland’s Jazz Session, The Amnesiacs, 7 p.m., free; 
free. 

Balancoire: 2565 Mission, San Francisco. “Cat's 
Corner,” 9 p.m., $10. 

Burritt Room: 417 Stockton, San Francisco. Terry 
Disley's Rocking Jazz Trio, 6 p.m., free. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Francisco. 
Charles Unger Experience, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Le Colonial: 20 Cosmo, San Francisco. The Cosmo 
Alleycats featuring Ms. Emily Wade Adams, 7 p.m., 
free. 

Pier 23 Cafe: Pier 23, San Francisco. Ned Boynton & 
Friends, 6 p.m., free. 

Revolution Cafe: 3248 22nd St., San Francisco. 29th 
Street Swingtet, Fourth Wednesday of every month, 
9 p.m. 

Savanna Jazz Club: 2937 Mission, San Francisco. 
Savanna Jazz Jam with Eric Tillman, 7 p.m., $5. 

Sheba Piano Lounge: 1419 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
David Byrd, 8 p.m. 

Top of the Mark: One Nob Hill, 999 California, San 
Francisco. Ricardo Scales, Wednesdays, 6:30-11:30 
p.m., $5. 

Zingari: 501 Post, San Francisco. Brenda Reed, 7:30 
p.m., free. 


INTERNATIONAL 


Bissap Baobab: 3372 19th St., San Francisco. ‘Baobab!,”’ 
timba dance party with DJ WaltDigz, 10 p.m., $5. 


we Fst UO Ye) 


Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., San Francisco. 
“International Freak Out A Go Go,” w/ resident DJs 
Ben Bracken, Bobby Ganush, Mark Gergis, and Special 
Lord B, Last Wednesday of every month, 10 p.m., free. 

The Parlor: 2801 Leavenworth, San Francisco. “Bach- 
atalicious,” 7 p.m., $5-$10. 

The Rite Spot Cafe: 2099 Folsom, San Francisco. 
Maldito Tango Duo, 8:30 p.m.., free. 


BLUES 


Biscuits & Blues: 401 Mason, San Francisco. Daniel 
Castro Band, 7:30 & 9:30 p.m., $15. 

Boom Boom Room: 1601 Fillmore, San Francisco. Jake 
Nielsen's Triple Threat, 9:15 p.m., $5. 

The Royal Cuckoo: 3202 Mission, San Francisco. Big 
Bones & Chris Siebert, 7:30 p.m., free. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco. Lara Price, 
9:30 p.m. 


EXPERIMENTAL 


Second Act Marketplace & Events: 1727 Haight, San 
Francisco. San Francisco Fog Music Festival, Jan. 
28-31, 7:30 p.m., $5-$10. 


SOUL 


Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, San Francisco. “Smoked Out 
Soul,” w/ AfroQBen, Zebuel, Will Magid, and Paul 
Oliphant, 9 p.m., $10. 

Monarch: 101 Sixth St., San Francisco. “Color Me Badd,” 
coloring books and R&B jams with Matt Haze, DJ 
Alarm, Broke-Ass Stuart, guests, Wednesdays, 
5:30-9:30 p.m., free. 


9 LIVE AT AMOEBA SF 
TUESDAY, JANUARY 27-5PM 
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1855 HAIGHT STREET » SAN FRANCISCO - (415) 831-1200 
9455 TELEGRAPH AVENUE « BERKELEY « (510) 549-1125 


BUY-SELL-TRADE: DVDS, CDS, LPS, VIDEO GAMES & MORE! HIGHEST PRICES PAID IN CASH OR TRADE! 
PARKING IS EASY! KEZAR STADIUM LOT IN S.F. (WE VALIDATE) & SATHER GATE GARAGE IN BERKELEY (1ST HOUR FREE!) 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


ALWAYS FREE SHIPPING ON MUSIC & MOVIES ON AMOEBA.COM! 














GbERT LER ERS CLUG & 


RESTAURANT 


‘| 


WELCOME 


HNADA2O1S CONVENTION ATTENDEES 


OPEN AFTERHOURS TIL 4AM... RESTAURANT OPEN LATE! 


650 HOWARD STREET . 415.536.0300 - WWW.GOLOCLUBSE.COM 


#1 ADULT DESTINATION FOR CONVENTIONEERS & BUSINESS TRAVELERS IN SF 


MGOLDCLUBSF #G0LOCLUBSF 


at a ru "i 


Si: Gel Sa: SF 


ana 2013 262 wT 


RATED 4 STARS ON YELP VOTED BEST OF SF 4 FERPS FA ROW 
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‘SAVAGE LOVE } THE HUNGER 


By Dan Savage 


I'ma straight 18-year-old girl in my first 
sexual relationship. Things are a little 
awkward, and I could chalk it up to inex- 
perience, but here’s what I feel conflicted 
about: I have a vore fetish. It was a fasci- 
nation for me as a young child and became 
a sexual thing around the time I hit pu- 
berty. I'm wondering now whether this is 
something I need to get off. It works well 
when I’m on my own, but I always thought 
“regular stuff” would work too once I was 
actually getting some. I’ve told my boy- 
friend about it, and he’s more than willing 
to role-play with me. But these fantasies 
are in-my-head-only, as they rarely fea- 
ture human beings (think anthropomor- 
phic monsters and dragons, strange as 
this may seem), so I don’t know if I could 
actually do this. Maybe we just need to 
hold out a little until we know what we're 
doing and regular stuff will cut it after 
all? I have a mounting suspicion that it 
won't, and I’m having trouble coming to 
terms with what seems to be a really 
warped, messed-up fetish. What if this is 
the only thing I can get off to? Am I 
doomed to solo sex forever? 

Vore Only Really Excites 


A quick dip into Wikipedia for readers 
who aren't familiar with the term 
“vore’: “ Vorarephilia (often shortened 
to vore) is a paraphilia wherein an indi- 
vidual’s sexual arousal occurs in re- 
sponse to a fantasy of themselves, 
another person, or an object eating or 
being eaten. ... The fantasy sometimes 
involves the victim being swallowed 
whole, though on some occasions the 
victims are chewed up, and may or may 
not include digestion.” 

Makes you wonder how many of 
the people who were furious with 
the Discovery Channel after that guy 
wasn't “eaten alive” by a snake were 
secretly vore fetishists. 

Anyway, VORE, you're not the only 
person on earth whose sexual fanta- 
sies revolve around or are completely 
dominated by something impossible 
or unrealizable. The lady centaur fe- 
tishist is not and never will be a lady 
centaur, the guy into giant women 
has not met and will not ever meet a 
50-foot-tall woman on the subway, 
you are not and never will be a mon- 
ster capable of swallowing another 
monster whole. While most people 
with unrealizable fetishes or fantasies 
enjoy ‘regular stuff” all by itself, a 
great many do not. The latter type — 
kinksters who can't get off to regular 
stuff — allow their impossible/unre- 
alizable fantasies to play out in their 
heads while they enjoy the intimacy 
and physical sensations of non-vore/ 
centaur/giantess stuff. Most aren’t 
“checked out” during sex: They’re 
enjoying regular stuff and irregular 
stuff simultaneously — they’re fully 
present, getting into and getting off 
on their partners, all while their im- 
possible/unrealizable fantasies play 


on a loop in their heads, sometimes 
in the background, sometimes in the 
foreground. 

So while you may be “doomed” 
to go through life with this fetish, 
VORE, you are not doomed to solo 
sex. You can have your fantasies and 
partnered sex too. 

But I don’t think you've been at 
this sex stuff long enough to conclud 
that you're incapable of enjoying 
regular stuff on its own. Everyone 
has their go-to fantasies, and years o} 
solo masturbation can carve a deep 
groove in a person’s erotic imagina- 
tion. Since vore was where you alway: 
went when you were aroused prior to 
your boyfriend coming along, your 
brain may have automatically gone 
there when you got aroused with you 
boyfriend. Don’t mistake what may 
have been force of habit for complete 
dependence, or what you seem to fea 
most — complete dependence on 
your vore fantasies — could become : 
self-fulfilling prophecy. 

As for your shame about your 
kink (“a really warped, messed-up 
fetish”), you gotta shake that shit off. 
Take it from Tynan Fox, a kinkster 
and public speaker: “We don’t choose 
our kinks — our kinks choose us.” 
You didn’t choose your kink, VORE, 
your kink chose you. So give yourself 
a break, okay? Stick with sex- and 
kink-positive partners (like your 
current boyfriend), incorporate your 
kinks carefully and consensually, and 
don’t neglect your partner’s interests 
and possible kinks. You also might 
want to explore the furry/scalie com- 
munity, a space where you can be (or 
meet) the anthropomorphic monster 
and/or dragon of your dreams. 


You said you can’t respond to questions 
that are too long, so I’m going to keep it 
short: I'm a 44-year-old divorced woman. 
An 18-year-old man who seemed attrac- 
tive and confident approached me online, 
and I was intrigued. We hooked up for a 
one-night stand. We have now been to- 
gether three times, and we’re talking and 
texting about doing it again. The sex is 
amazing, the best I have ever had, and he 
says the same (I know — he’s only 18). Is 
this bad? Am I bad? Should I stop seeing 
him? 

Acting Young Again 


My answer in brief: If he’s actually 18 

(did you card him?), if you're honoring 
the campsite rule (you will leave him in 
better shape than you found him), if he 
intends to honor the Tea and Sympathy 
rule after it’s over (when he speaks of 

this in the future, and he will, he will be 
kind), then it’s not bad, you're not bad, 
and you don’t have to stop fucking him 


E-mail Dan Savage: mail@savagelove.net 
@fakedansavage on Twitter 
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